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WHEN WE SAY IT -
WE MEAN IT

How many times have you heard the saying, ''Your bank,

your grocer, your insurance company, your travel agency’’.

Of course, they don’t really mean that you are an owner.
It’s only an expression.
When you hear the saying

YOUR CREDIT UNION

It means just that, If you are a member !

You are an OWNER, EMPLOYER and SHAREHOLDER

Why you should be a member

Mortgage money available Personal loan — up to $10,000
Personal Chequing Accounts Savings accounts Investment accounts

Payday loans
It you are not a member - YOU SHOULD BE

TRENTON FEDERAL CREDIT
UNION

Astra, Ont.
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Phone 392-7021
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We at Eden’s have been
serving Trenton and
area for almost 20
years. We have over
40 years of sales ex-
perience In the furni-
ture business at your
disposal and do wel-
come your enquiries
on any question you
may have regarding the
furnishing of your
home.

Free delivery —

Instore Credit —

No down payment —
Two large floors of
fine furniture.

45 Fromt? St., Trenton

CONTACT

“Its Easy To Have A Beautiful Home"’

Eden’s Furniture Litd

September 22, 1973

SECOND CLASS MAIL REGISTRATION NUMBER 1892

This SPECIAL EDITION of CONTACT was published with
the permission of Col RG Husch CD, Base Commander,
Canadian Forces Base Trenton.

ARTICLES may be reprinted by other publications pro-
viding credit is given to CONTACT.

ADDRESS P.O. Box 40, Astra, Ont. PHONE 392-2811
extension 3393.

Printed by WARWICK & WEEKS CO LTD.

Chairman of the Editorial Committee — LCol W Garner
EDITOR — Mrs Joan Wright

GENERAL MANAGER — Capt W Brown

ASSISTANT EDITOR — Capt J Forestell
ADVERTISING — Sgt Doug Adams

AD LAYOUT — Mrs Daisy Oliver

COMPOSER — Mrs Maureen Ploquin

CIRCULATION MANAGER — Cpl Dan Nelson
BILLING — MCpl Ken Crocker

This SPECIAL EDITION of CONTACT was compiled under
the direction of Capt JM Forestell.

Kroehler
Sklar
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Serta
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Deilcraft
Kaufman
Craftline
Peppler
Princeville
Gibbard
Kilgour
Liberty
Style Craft

Sampton
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names your Know.

&
392-4432
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TOYOIA

3rd largest

Car Manufacturer in the World

Doesn’t that tell you something?

Buy with confidence!

e
; 5 i -

' H"1 -
b ‘ "... i ‘I

L o al)
. i |

COROLLA

| %
| ¥y
| i

Easy-To-Buy Credit Terms

— Generous Trade-In Allowance |
— Prompt Courteous Service After the Sale

Belleville Toyota

SALES
PARTS 239 North Front St.

SERVICE BELLEVILLE, ONTARIO 968-6479
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OFFICIAL

DATE/TIME EVENT PLACE

21 Sept 73 All Ranks” Dance 9 Hangar (west end of tarmac)
2000

22 Sept 73 Base open to public 10 Hangar/or as required
1230 — ground displays

— static aircraft

1450 Arrival of His Excellency the Governor- Airfield
General and Mrs Michener
— Inspection of 100-man Honour

Guard by Gov-Gen
1500 Flypast of former and current ATC
(approx) aircraft
1515-1550 Air Show
1700 Base closes to public

WAREHOUSE L e L

= DRAPES and BROADLOOM
and HOW YOU BENEFIT

Wrays will bring samples to your home. See

how drapes and broadlooms actually look —
on location. No obligation.

Wrays has a right-the-first-time reputation for
installation. The first choice of particular

o a h |
301 Pinnacle St. Belleville

Wrays help you select broadloom and drapes
that complement each other as well as your

THE STORE WITH THE BIG STOCK! home.

| Wrays prices include the complete service,
Whether you choose Indoor-Outdoor at $1.65 or from consulting to installation; there are no

luxury Shag at $18.95 you're assured of top hidden charges.

uality at genuine savings every time.
9 tyatg g Y Wrays refund the difference on any identical

item you can buy for less anywhere under the

PROMPT COMPETENT INSTALLATION same terms and conditions within 30 days of

AVAILABLE your purchase.

6 Wrays has a 56-year reputation of reliability
backing all these benefits.

Choose your new carpet in the comfort and
SoiveRancs - OF - YOME S Home. The only store in town that offers all six

Just call benefits . . . . see for yourself!

The WAREHOUSE MAN 306 Front St.

at 968-8523 Belleville sk
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PROGRAM

DATE/TIME EVENT PLACE

22 Sept 73

1915 Military Ball— Officers” Mess
Governor General in attendance

Military Ball South Side WOs’ & Sgts” Mess

Governor General and party will dine in Officers” Mess between 2000 and 2200 hours
and visit WOs” and Sgts” Mess between 2200 and 2400 hours.

23 Sept 73 Departure of Governor-General Airfield
1000

1700 Church Parade Parade Square
LGen Hull, VCDS will review parade
— 412, 424 and 435 Sgns

Colour Parties to be present
— Fly Past of ATC aircraft

FREDRICKSON'S

207 Dundas St E Trenton

FPLECTROHOME

.....
.............

> The New 74 Models — Now with the C16/C18 Super Module 100 % Solid State

&l Featuring N

-------------

Y W | Automatic Fine Tuning (Electrolock)*

---------
...............

 Lomnone. RSN || Automatic Tint Control (Electrotint)*
R e L Automatic Color Level (Electrocolor)*
m— Automatic Brightness Control

¥ Ealbasd®er = With the C16/C18 Super Module Chassis 99 %
T T e of all faults can be repaired in the home. If it

i AbA RO 1Sa c?mplex problem we’ll replace the entire
chassis. Your set need never leave your home.

C16/C18 SUPER MODULE CHASSIS
WITH THIS CHASSIS YOU GET 2 FULL YEARS FREE SERVICE FROM FREDERICKSON’S  *Patented

E BLE CTROHOME

. an extra degree of excellence.

e
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Drive-In
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Why not

take the family or friends
out for an

EVENING of ENTERTAINMENT
at one of the
Best Theatres of its size

in Ontario

ECAX IN COMFORT AND Fre/vAaACy

eemernnsee . 392-7441

The Most Popular Recreation Spot

in Trenton is at 31 Dundas St. East —

D & A BOWL

The Home of Friendly Recreation

Beginner bowlers as well as major

bowlers are made welcome 1n our Social,

Ladies’ or Men’s Leagues. Children may join our Y.B.C.
Leagues.

Our bowlers may participate in all national tournaments —

The Carlings, The National Classified, The Col Sanders and

our own House Tournaments.

Newcomers to Trenton will find that D & A is a good place
to make new friends.

REMEMBER Bowling is fun at D&A BOWL

Come in and tell us you want to join a league.

Vhe Fome of Priendly Recneation

31-33 Dundas Street East

392-5756
TRENTON, ONTARIO
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Always
at your Service

H.D.ROLF

The JEWELLER

106 Dundas St. W.

Trenton Ont. 392-3383

Wookhwertihh
83-85 Dundas St W Trenton

Just celebrated

their FIRST ANNIVERSARY

and
is Still offering you
Tremendous Buys

weekly Il

Don’t miss our Sales !l
&

CHARGE IT TODAY
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LOOK BEL

“Yes" This is P-X, the most talked about, fantastic Largest
Discount Furniture & Appliance Store between Toronto and

Montreal
OPEN NIGHTS '[ll 9 P.M.
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" 2 BIG FLOORS TO SERVE YOU

North Front St Open Monday to Friday
Trenton 392-6690 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
THE LEADERS!

Leading with the kind of Automobile Sales &
Service that Belleville & Trenton

area people want . . ...

For over 49 years

MOTORS LIMITED

LEADING WITH LEADING WITH

Our One-Price Policy on New Car Buying 50-50 Warranty on Trudeau O.K. Used Cars
LEADING WITH LEADING WITH

The finest products from G.M. 2 Year G.W. Warranty on Older Model Used Cars
LEADING WITH LEADING WITH

100 /o Warranty on our Selected Trudeau The Finest Service in the Area

True Value Used Cars

CHEVROLET OLDSMOBILE CADILLAC VEGA CHEVROLET TRUCKS

WINNEBAGO — BARTH MOTOR HOMES — DUTCH CRAFTED TRAILERS
31—-45 STATION ST. BELLEVILLE 968-6767
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1948
1949
1950
1951
1952
1953
1954
1955
1956
1957
1958
1959
1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973

The people at Boeing
congratulate the

Air Transport Command on its
twenty-five years of outstanding service.

May your performance
continue to set the standards

for the world. /]
1974 --
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981
1982
1983
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In the twenty-five years since Air Transport Command was formed, you have under-
taken a wide range of commitments, tasks which have not only served Canadians at home
and abroad, but which have been of immeasurable help to people of other nations as well.
You have been, through your examples of hard work and perseverance, most worthy repre-
sentatives of Canada and the Canadian Armed Forces. I have flown with you on many
occasions, in new equipment and old. I have never failed to be impressed with the skill and
courtesy of your personnel.

While it is customary on occasions such as these to look back on past achievements, I
am sure that you are not disregarding the future. Canada has need of a dependable military
organization to protect her Sovereignty and to carry out a multitude of other services,
especially in the North.

The task at times may seem thankless and the achievements minimal. However, results
such as those achieved on the recent foodlift in Africa leave no doubt that your work is
very worthwhile. Perhaps no more apt praise can be offered than to say that you have made
Air Transport Command worthy of its motto “Versatile and Ready .

o




Page 10 CONTACT September 22, 1973

Let'stalk car loans.

And how we can get you rolling.

If you’re thinking of trad-
ing your car, we should talk.
We’ve been involved in

We can even talk about
one type of loan that gives you
the full price of your car.

financing cars for a long time. Even if you're not a
And we’ve worked with customer.
probably every dealer in town. We do that because we

So we can put together
a loan that’ll suit you with-
out getting you 1n over your

know helping you do something
is the best way to make you one.
Come on in.

mm Bankof Montrefl
BARRY § FORCHUK
REAL ESTATE
LTD
REALTORS

SELLING
RENTING

Contact BARRY & FORCHUK —

Serving the Public and Service Personnel
of the Quinte Area

82 Division St Trenton

279 Front St N Belleville YOUR DOORWAY TO HAPPINESS
968 —-6438 392-9228
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It is with great pleasure that I extend a most sincere welcome to all those who join
with us in celebrating the Twenty-Fifth Anniversary of the formation of Air Transport
Command.

We are indeed honoured in that Their Excellencies the Governor-General and Mrs
Michener are able to be with us to mark this memorable occasion. In addition, we are
delighted that so many of the former Air Officers Commanding and Commanders of Air
Transport Command are able to partake in this celebration as well.

These past twenty-five years have seen the Command progress from an organization
tasked primarily with operational commitments within Canada, to the point whereby to-
day Air Transport Command aircraft and crews can and regularly do operate on a global
basis. The achievements and records established by this Command over the years are duly
documented and have involved our people in a great variety of missions throughout the
world. The personnel of Air Transport Command, past and present, may be justly proud of
the fact that no matter what the task has been or where it has had to be accomplished, it
was always done in a highly professional manner. Our record for safety is one of which we
are justifiably proud and is a reflection of the capability and dedication of the personnel
involved in our operations.

There have been many changes in Air Transport Command over the past twenty-five
years and there necessarily will continue to be changes in the years ahead in order for the
Command to progress. We must be prepared to meet these changes and new challenges as
we have in the past and continue to demonstrate that Air Transport Command is always
“Versatile and Ready .

MAJOR GENERAL H McLACHLAN, DFC, CD

COMMANDER
AIR TRANSPORT COMMAND
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-25 Years of Air Transport

Although this year marks only the 25th anniversary
of Air Transport Command, the story actually goes back
to the war years and the period just before. Already, in
the late thirties, the RCAF was in the transport business
with a ‘“‘communications’” flight in Rockcliffe, near
Ottawa. The main purpose of this flight, flying Fair-
child — 71 aircraft, was the transportation of personnel
from AFHQ to the various RCAF stations scattered
around Canada. It was the only transport-unit in the
RCAF at the outbreak of WWII, and in 1940 became
No 12 (Communications) Squadron. Aircraft ferry be-
came a part of its duties, and in early 1942 another
squadron, No 124, joined it in Rockcliffe.

At the same time, an unfortunate incident on Canada’s
east coast was to lead to further transport duties for the
RCAF. Construction of a major airport at Goose Bay,
Labrador, was still in the dirt-strip stage when two
supply-laden ships were sunk by German U-boats ofi
the Labrador coast, carrying to the bottom the winter’s
supplies.

Since freeze-up was imminent, and an acute shipping
shortage existed, another means had to be found to
transport the 2 million pounds of supplies and food-
stuffs needed for the winter months. The immediate
response was to provide a couple of converted Digby
aircraft. While these took up the slack, the RCAF’s
first Heavy Transport Squadron, No 164 was formed.
After only 8 days of organization and training, the
first Lockheed, a Lodestar, left Moncton for Goose
Bay. The Squadron was soon flying passengers and
freight not only to Goose Bay, but to Gander and
Torbay as well.

In 1943, No 165 Squadron was formed at Sea Island

on the West Coast, performing similar duties along the
BC coastline and into the Yukon. A detachment of
this squadron was established at Rivers, Manitoba, to
take part in Army paratroop training at Camp Shilo.

In late 1943, such a backlog of Canadian Armed
Forces’ mail had developed that a new squadron was
formed to expedite mail delivery. Using six B-17 “Flying
Fortress’ aircraft, No 168 Squadron began the RCAF’s
first Trans Atlantic scheduled flights from Rockcliffe
to Prestwick, via Gander.

This operation became so large that a detachment of
Dakotas was established in Prestwick to assist in the
mail delivery. While the boost in the Canadian service-
man’s morale derived from this service can only be
guessed at, soldiers must have looked forward to mail
from home with as much enthusiasm as they did to new
supplies of guns and ammunition.

In 1944, three RCAF transport squadrons were formed
overseas. Nos 435, 436 and 437 Squadrons all flew
Dakotas and were under the control of RAF Transport
Command. Based in Europe, No 437 Squadron was
initially employed in towing Horsa gliders, and took
part in the airborne assault on Arnhem, and the crossing
of the Rhine at Wesel. After the surrender, the Squadron
moved to Belgium and carried out transport operations
throughout the continent from Norway to Greece.

Nos 435 and 436 Squadrons saw service in South-
East Asia, under some of the harshest flying conditions
encountered in the war. Attached to the “Combat
Cargo Task Force” of the RAF, RCAF and USAF the
squadrons carried out troop movements and air drops
under enemy fire and in almost impossible weather
conditions. Between them 435 and 436 Squadrons air-
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lifted nearly 60,000 tons of supplies and 30,000 passen-
gers 1n Just over a year.

At the end of the war, the three Dakota Squadrons
teamed in a wing in Europe until they disbanded be-
tween August 1945 and May 1946, and returned to
Canada. Later, the airmen of these squadrons would
provide the backbone of Air Transport Command.

The first few years after the war saw a great reduction
in strength for the RCAF, as it began to return to the
pre-war tasks of aerial survey, transport and “mercy”
flights. During this period, a reorganization occurred
from the regional command system to a functional
grouping. By 1947, the two transport squadrons which
had remained active after the war, No 12 and No 164,
had been reorganized into No 412, No 426 and No 435
Squadron, and all came under the control of No 9
(Transport) Group. Finally, in April 1948, Air Trans-
port Command was formed at RCAF Station Rockcliffe.
In August 1948, the new command moved to RCAF
Station Lachine, the home of 426 Squadron.

At the time of its conception, Air Transport Com-
mand included No 435 Squadron, flying Dakotas, and
Nos 412 and 426 Squadrons, which were also flying
Dakotas but converting to North Stars. Several “Com-
munications Flights” were also in existence, as well as
aircrew training facilities.

The Communist invasion of South Korea in 1950,
which the United Nations elected to resist, caused a
revision in military planning in Canada, and the RCAF
began once again to increase. In addition, Air Transport
Command began the first of many UN commitments

CONTACT
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with the Korean Airlift. This involved the contribution
of an entire squadron, No 426, then based at Lachine.

While ATC was becoming involved in global transport
operations, (including the first RCAF complete round
the world flight in 1950), it was also responsible for
many other transport type duties. These included the
aerial survey of the north (see page 18) regular domestic
and Trans Atlantic flights, search and rescue, flood
relief, northern supply and joint Army-Air Force pro-
jects. In addition an operational Training Unit was
opened to provide training for air and ground crew.

In the early fifties, three new aircraft began to
dominate the transport scene in the RCAF. The first
was the North Star or ““Noisy Star’”’, as she was affec-
tionately known. This was the aircraft that carried out
nearly 600 missions during the Korean Airlift with 426
Squadron, and which, with 412 Squadron carried many
VIPs in Canada and abroad.

In addition, the C-119 Packet was introduced in
1952 to 435 Squadron and in 1954 to the newly re-
formed 436 Squadron.

The third aircraft was the Comet. The RCAF received
two of these, becoming the first military air service in
the world to fly pure jet transports. Despite a later three
year ‘“grounding’, these aircraft were to become well
known in the RCAF and around the world.

With these modern aircraft, the RCAF’s Air Transport
Command grew during the fifties into a capable and
efficient airline. Constant practise, as well as the regular
transport of servicemen and their dependants maintained

a high degree of readiness. This was proven often by

.. and READY
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Hon Lester B Pearson, then Minister of Foreign Affairs,
waves goodbye at the outset of the RCAF’s first round-
the-world flight in 1950.

the Command’s quick reaction to calls to assist the UN,
and other humanitarian agencies, in peace keeping
duties and in carrying aid to flood or earthquake stricken
areas of the world.

The fifties also saw the formation of No 4(T) OTU

(now 426 (Trg) Sqn). The OTU became responsible for
training throughout the Command, on all the aircraft
types flown in ATC. This included aircrew and tech-
nicians as well as all the related trades.

The OTU was formed in Dorval in 1952 and moved
to Trenton in 1954. ATCHQ remained at Lachine, near

Montreal.
In addition to the more visible role of heavy trans-

port, Air Transport Command in the fifties was engaged
in several other fields. The Overseas Ferry Unit made
over 800 deliveries to the RCAF’s Air Division and to
NATO countries overseas. Search and Rescue remained
an important ATC role, and aerial Survey of the North
continued. Survival training, Air Cadet liason and
functional control of auxilliary units were some of the
other responsibilities. Crews and units of ATC were, in
the fifties, spread around the world, in El Arish, White-
horse, Lajes, Marville and a list of other locations, too
long to mention.

General reorganization in the late fifties led to another
move for ATCHQ, as Training Command left Trenton
and ATC took over. The move only slightly preceded
the introduction of three new transpert aircraft as ATC
“went turbo-prop”. First was the CC-106 Yukon, the
largest aircraft ever built in Canada, and one that would
lead to many changes in ATC. The second was the
C-130 Hercules, destined to take over the load of the
C-119s. Finally the CC-109 Cosmopolitan was intro-
duced for domestic and North American Transport.

To crew the Yukons, a new squadron was formed,
and the 437 designation was brought back into service.
The large passenger and freight loads carried by the

CONTACT
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Yukon and Hercules resulted in the formation of the
air movements trade (now Load-Masters). In addition,
Airwomen began selection and training as Flight
Stewardesses for the first time.

The biggest change brought about by Yukons and
Hercs, however, was the new closeness of Europe. No
longer was it necessary to stage through Gander and
Lajes on the way to Marville. Now it was only a ten
hour nonstop trip from Trenton, for up to 134 passen-
gers. While crews missed the slips in the Azores, passen-
gers were far happier with the fast, comfortable travel.

Throughout the 1960s, ATC increased its ability to
respond instantly at home as well as in any area of the
world. Caribou and then Buffalo aircraft were added
to the inventory, as well as the Dassault Falcon. The
crews of 412, 435, 4 OTU and other squadrons of ATC,
by training constantly, were able to provide quick and
effective response no matter what the request.

Very evident in this ability were the Search and
Rescue Squadrons. Less evident, but no less effective,
was the response to Global cries for help, such as that
given during the Brazilian forest fires in 1963, the
Zambian oil lift in 1966 and the lifts of food to Biafra
and Pakistan in 1970. All these and many more were
carried out in addition to the normal duties of the
various Squadrons.

One of the new concepts that arose in the early
70s was that of air-to-air refuelling. This came about
after the purchase of five Boeing 707s in 1970, to re-
place the ten-year-old Yukon fleet. Two of the five
aircraft were equipped with plumbing for air-to-air re-
fuelling. Because of this program, the Canadian contri-
bution to NATO’s northern flank can now include CF-5
fighters. The air-to-air refuelling concept creates an even
closer tie between the tactical and the support forces

SINGAPORE 2135 RN
NAIROBI 2510 @ BUTTERWORTH 1926 SgiRC-g

~ NEW YORK 9757

g ;‘ ]
R = =

10,000 miles from home, at the RAF base on Gan
Island, just one of the many airports familiar to ATC
crews.
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of the Canadian Armed Forces.

In addition to the 707, another new aircraft, the Twin
Otter, was purchased in 1971. This versatile little twin
turbo-prop took over the load of the Caribou as a search
and rescue and light transport aircraft. This allowed
ATC to retire its last piston aircraft, possibly the first
military transport command to do so. The-inventory
now includes the CC-137 Boeing 707, the C-130E
Hercules for heavy transport, the Falcon and the CC-106
Cosmopolitan for VIP and light transport and the
CC-138 Twin Otter, the CC-115 Buffalo and the CH-113
Labrador Helicopter for search and rescue and light
transport. These aircraft are stationed at CFBs Summer-
side, Trenton, Ottawa, Namao and Comox, with de-
tachments at CFB Europe in Lahr, West Germany.

In the early 70s, the ATC role continues to be many-
sided. In addition to maintaining an effective air trans-
port force, the Command is tasked with: providing
search and rescue from western Quebec to the Rockies,
including the Northwest Territories; providing support
services to many assigned units; and finally, providing
regional command and control in the Ontario area.

The Dakota, now retired from Air Transport Command,
was long a favourite for the ‘“‘short hauls”’.

CONTACT
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A major commitment of ATC was combined operation
with the Canadian Army. These C-119s were carrying
troops from London, Ont, to Fredericton, NB, during
“Exercise Globetrotter’ in 1958.

To accomplish this, the Command draws on skill and
experience of nearly 9,400 servicemen and women, and
civilians. Accounting, maintenance, social services, medi-
cal, dental, food services, physical education and security
are just a few in the long list of support services required
to keep the aircraft flying. Exclusive of the personnel
costs for these people, the Command requires an annual
budget of $37 million. With these resources, ATC
operates a safe, efficient worldwide airlift network. It
maintains a capability to move almost anywhere, a
force of over a thousand men in just a few days. This
includes our support of NATO’s northern flank in
Arctic Norway. Scheduled routes cover the globe, as
707s and Hercules maintain contact with our embassies
and missions around the world. And of course, there’s
the constant practise that has resulted in our hard-
earned safety record.

To co-ordinate these far-flung ventures, ATCHQ
maintains a highly organized team of planning and

SHOPPERS DRUG MART

QUINTE MALL

Belleville

MAKE YOUR OWN WINE - ITS FUN
Who says you can’t afford a bottle of wine

COMPLETE KIT couiPMENT & INGREDIENTS for 5 gals.

Reg Price $24.95

1 gal. WINE KIT INGREDIELTSONLY 32.95
operated by Charles lliot Druge Ltd.

STORE HOURS

Sun 10am -4 pm

Mon - Sat 9:30 am - 9 pm

SHOPPERS DRUG MART

SPECIAL $22 .50

phone 968-3477
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Major General H McLachlan, Commander of Air Transport Command, is briefed daily on the location and activities of
his command’s 72 aircraft.

controlling personnel. With only 72 aircraft to carry each aircraft at any time. |
out our military transport commitments, the command Throughout the past 2§ years, Air Transport Cﬁn_l-
must get maximum efficiency. After 25 years of prac- mand has continued to build, to progress a'ind to fulfil
tise, the system operates like a well-oiled machine. its role. From the hard le-_ssong learned dpnng the war,
To ensure this smooth operation, the Commander of through the experience gained in the Arctic, the deserts,
ATC maintains direct control over each of the aircraft the jungles and over the vast expanses of ocean, to the
in ATC. He does this through the Air Transport Opera- present up-to-date organization, Air Transport Cgmmand
tion Centre (ATOC) which is able to communicate with continues to be — “VERSATILE AND READY".
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AIR TRANSPORT COMMAND ROLL-CALL EXPO BASEBALL
ARGO FOOTBALL
e NHL HOCKEY

Canadian Forces Base Trenton SR A HOCKEY

Canadian Forces Base Toronto
Canadian Forces Base Edmonton
Canadian Forces Base Ottawa

Air Transport Command Headquarters Trenton

SQUADRONS

412 Transport Squadron Ottawa

413 Transport & Rescue Squadron Summerside

424 Transport & Rescue Squadron Trenton

424 Transport & Rescue Squadron Detachment
Pakistan

426 Transport Training Squadron Trenton

435 Transport Squadron Edmonton

436 Transport Squadron Trenton A" ﬁ"n“ sn“rls

437 Transport Squadron Trenton

440 Transport & Rescue Squadron Edmonton u
440 Transport & Rescue Squadron Detachment Al “aﬂlu a““
Yellowknife

442 Transport & Rescue Squadron Comox
AIR MOVEMENTS

1 Air Movements Unit Edmonton

1 Air Movements Unit Detachment Vancouver
1 Air Movements Unit Detachment Comox

1 Air Movements Unit Detachment Winnipeg
2 Air Movements Unit Trenton

3 Air Movements Unit Ottawa
3 Air Movements Unit Detachment Halifax _
3 Air Movements Unit Detachment Greenwood

DENTAL
IS ALL YOU REALLY NEED
1 Dental Unit Ottawa

1 Dental Equipment Depot Petawawa
13 Dental Unit Trenton o & e h "
13 Dental Unit Detachment Kingston N o] t ea
13 Dental Unit Detachment London TN

13 Dental Unit Detachment North Bay
13 Dental Unit Detachment Petawawa 61 0
13 Dental Unit Detachment Toronto
MEDICAL
Canadian Forces Hos:pital Kingston Powered by the famous Datsun
Central Medical Equipment Depot Petawawa 1800 rally-tested engine for
Regi ] - brilliant trouble-free efficiency

egional Medical Equipment Depot Borden L G Tastiue txrmar: The

Datsun 610 4-door Sedan marks

MISCELLANEOUS a new high in motoring. Vigour PRODUCT

and luxury — right now! - OF NISSAN

VADER’S GARAGE
Air Transport Command Band Kingston SERVICE LTD

Aok Sensbe il Corner N Front & College Sts
iroborne Sensing Unit Ottawa Belleville 9 6 2_1449

Air Transport Command Management Study Unit
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MAPPING

CANADA’S

NORTH

The task of mapping Canada’s north was one which
the RCAF inherited, on its formation in 1924, from the
old Air Board. Aerial photography crews had spent every
summer from 1921 to 1939 taking pictures from
Vedettes and Bellanca and Fairchild flying boats. These
pictures were later developed at the RACF’s Photo-
graphic Establishment at Rockcliffe.

At the outbreak of the war, of course, this activity
ceased and it was a natural step for the crews and squad-
rons to be converted to bomber reconnaisance duties.

In 1944 photo-survey began again on a limited scale,
and in 1945, the proposed construction of the Alcan
Highway resulted in the formation of 3 *““Survey Trans-
portation” Squadrons. These, by 1947, were known as
408 and 414 (Photographic) Sqns and 413 (Survey
Transport) Squadron. These were all part of No 9 (T)
Group, and in 1948, became a part of the new Air
Transport Command.

In co-operation with the NRC the RCAF had, in
1947, begun development of a net of SHORAN (Short
Range Aid to Navigation) sites throughout northern
Canada. SHORAN was a result of the sophistication of
equipment originated during the war for blind bombing.
For survey use it was refined to the point where an error
of 25 feet in 100 miles was considered a maximum.

Throughout the fifties 408 Squadron carried out most
of the transport and the photo work of the survey,
(413 and 414 disbanded in 1951). The Shoran sites had
to be manned, and that meant putting men and equip-
ment in the middle of nowhere, supplying them with
equipment and retrieving them. Each site consisted of
a couple of tents, two twenty to thirty foot high an-
tenna masts, and an electric power generator. They
were manned by about three men, who for months at a
time were on their own, far from civilization.

The aircrews, flying Norsemen, Otters, Dakotas and
Cansos for supply, and Lancasters for the survey work,
didn’t have life much better. In the southern part of the
survey, detachments would move out of Rockcliffe as
soon as the snow had gone and ice on the lakes was
breaking away from the shores. Since the season was
short, the Lancaster crews were expected to put in ten
to fifteen hours a day while conditions were right, with
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A “line flying” Lancaster seen over the rugged terrain
of Ellesmere Island. The “Lanc” was an integral part of
the survey program.

a normal day starting at the 3 a.m. Met briefing. Since
net coverage was extremely limited, an aircraft might
have to cruise around for several hours at 10,000 feet
(conserving oxygen) before finding a clear area. Then,
the crew would climb to 20,000 feet and begin the
photographic flying.

Highly accurate flying was always the requirement,
and the navigator and camera operator worked closely
with the pilot, who was required not only to maintain an
exact course, but also to remain within 50 feet of the re-
quired altitude.

The crews flying the support aircraft had things only
a little better than the foot-sloggers on the ground. In
the isolated locations of the SHORAN sites, the crews
often had to team up and help back pack the supplies

Sometimes, crew-members had to hand-carry the cargo
the last bit of the way. This was near an isolated site on

Melville Island.
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These Norsemen are parked at Miles Lake, used as a base
camp during the survey in 1950.

the last part of the trip, roughing it in some of Canada’s
harshest country.
In the mid-fifties, several advances were made which

allowed a three-fold increase in the survey coverage, not
the least of which was the use of helicopters. In addition,

the use of computers reduced the work of surveyors
immensely.

By 1967, the complete mapping of Canada in at least
one scale (1:250,000) was complete. In addition approxi-
mately one-third of the country was mapped in the
1:50,000 scale. This huge task had taken 48 years. A
long time? Yes, until you realize that in 1919, the
Canadian Government estimated that it would take
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A ski-equipped Dakota from 408 Squadron swoops low
over a Shoran site near Resolute Bay.

3600 years. Until you realize that our country covers
more than 3.8 million square miles, every inch of
which was photographed.

Aerial survey has now been turned over to the De-
partment of Energy, Mines and Resources. The Cana-
dian Armed Forces maintain a Mapping and Charting
Establishment, which is turned to the present day mili-
tary requirements.

The work of the aircrews of 408 Sqn, and those who
flew before them, cannot be exaggerated. With their
Lancasters and Cansos, Norsemen and Dakotas, Fair-
childs and Vedettes, they were able to put Canada *““on
the map”.

Helicopters, such as this H-34,
radically changed supply methods
to photo-survey base camps in
the mid-fifties.
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The RCAF’s first major transport operation after
WWII began with the United Nations intervention in
Korea. The as yet untried Air Transport Command
supplied a full Squadron, No 426 ‘“Thunderbird > Squad-
ron for the operation. This participation foreshadowed
nearly 25 years of air co-operation with the UN. Perhaps
the best description of ‘“‘Operation Hawk™ was written
by Flying Officer WD Stevenson, in a 1955 edition of
Roundel. Parts of it are offered below.

Shortly after the North Korean communist armies
struck south across the 38th parallel on 25 June 1950,
it was rumoured that the RCAF would send a transport
squadron to Korea. Then early in July, Prime Minister
St Laurent announced officially that No 426 Transport
Squadron had been offered the service with the UN
forces.

The commitment was directly from Canada to the
UN., but the squadron was to serve under the operational
control of the United States Military Air Transport
Service (MATS), a unified air transport organization of
the United States armed forces. The squadron’s job was

CONTACT
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to be the airlifting of personnel and equipment to and
from the Korean theatre of war. For the airlift, the
RCAF chose the name “Operation Hawk”.

No 426 (Thunderbird) Squadron was ready for the
task. It had carried out many flights to the United
Kingdom and Europe and was just completing a series
of special training flights, in Canadian-built North Stars,
to the Azores, North Africa, and South America. In
preparation for the new job, its commanding officer,
Wing Commander CH Mussels, DSO, OBE, DFC, and
other Air Transport Command officials attended con-
ferences at Washington and Ottawa during the first half
of July. The base of operations for the airlift was to be
McChord Air Force Base, near Tacoma, in the state of
Washington.

On July 25th, six North Stars took off from Dorval
airport. The next day they landed at McChord and be-
gan to set up their servicing and administrative organi-
zation. Within 36 hours, the first three aircraft were
headed for Tokyo. They completed the round trip in an
average elapsed time of 81 hours.

The early days were hectic. At the time of the opening
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Because of extremely crowded conditions at McChord,
North Stars were serviced at ‘‘nose docks’ like the one

pictured here.

of the Korean War, McChord AFB had been the base for
a single fighter squadron. Now, almost overnight, it had
become the stepping-off point for what was to be the
greatest long-range air transport of all time.

When the North Stars arrived, MATS had already
brought in two transport groups, one from lexas and
one from Germany. McChord’s servicing facilities were
completely overtaxed, and the Americans could offer
only limited aid to the Canadians. Thus, the Canadian
technicians depended almost entirely on the equipment
they had brought with them from Dorval. There was
hangar space for only one aircraft, so that much of the
work had to be done outside. However, it was summer,
and there was little bad weather to interfere with the
airmen’s round-the-clock work. (Nose-docks, which
were constructed later, eased the servicing problem.)

Almcest immediately, the squadron was operating on
a schedule several times heavier than that which had
been expected. By mid-August, the six aircraft and
twelve crews were flying one round-trip per day over a
route of 10,000 miles. This meant that aircrew began
a new trip every eleven or twelve days, sometimes

You never see
rust when you
see this

writing.
Our guarantee is backed up by 18 years lﬁliSll'IZiebaﬂ,iISlIottllesame.

212 Coleman St Belleville

This is the Ziebart sticker. You receive it
when you have your car rustproofed by
Ziebart.

The Ziebart seal means your car is guaran-
teed not to rust for ten years. No matter
how many miles you drive it. We put it in

in the rustproofing business. In fact, we
pioneered rustproofing with our patented
compound and process.

Ziebart 1s complete rustproofing. Get
Ziebart for your new car, and you’ll never
see¢ rust.
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logging 150 hours or more per month, while each North
Star was flying more than 300 hours per month. But
the cargoes were as vital as the schedule was heavy.
Often the entire load consisted of fully-armed infantry
or bazooka rockets. Speed was the essential factor to

be considered.
The route flown was the great-circle track through

Elmendorf AFB at Anchorage, Alaska to Shemya, far
out in the Aleutian chain, and terminating at Haneda
AFB on Tokyo Bay. Drawing on their trans-Atlantic
experience, the Canadian navigators were key men in
setting up procedures for all MATS aircrew. During the
early months of the airlift, it was No 426 Squadron
crews who conducted the route briefings at McChord.
The Shemya-Tokyo leg skirted close by the Russian-
held Kurile Islands, far beyond range of radio and radar
navigational aids. The navigators depended on astro,
pressure drift, and dead reckoning navigation — and
often they had to do without astro because of overcast
cloud layers.

It was Shemya that first made the greatest impression
on the aircrew, and, as the years went by, its reputation
grew until it became famous throughout the Air Force.
It had a reputation for thick fog — largely, no doubt,
because the airlift began in mid-summer, when ‘“pea-
soupers” were common. Ground-Controlled Approach
landings were the rule rather than the exception. How-
ever, the USAF always supplied its best GCA operators:
during the early airlift days they were mostly veterans
of the Berlin Blockade. Their skill was welcome when,
as often happened, conditions of minimum or below-
minimum ceiling and visibility were complicated by the
gale-force winds that blew for days across the barren
island.

The northern route was used most of the time, but,
for six months after December 1950, the return from
Tokyo was routed through the South Pacific. From
Tokyo, flights steered a course for Wake Island, and
from there they flew via Honolulu to Travis AFB, sixty
miles from San Francisco, and thence back to McChord.

Along the routes the squadron placed servicing de-
tachments of fifteen or twenty airmen. They were at

962-6466
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first commanded by senior NCOs, later by Officers.
Handling as many as two aircraft arrivals per day, the
detachments contributed much to the Canadian tech-
nicians’ remarkable servicing record.

A “‘slip-crew” system was used at most of the stop-
ping places. Tired crews turned over their aircraft to
the fresh crews who were waiting at each such place,
and then waited, in their turn, for the next aircraft.
Each stop-over point evokes special memories for past
and present members of No 426 Squadron.

At Elmendorf they found the highest food prices
and the greatest concentration of bars and saloons they
had ever encountered. It was said there was one bar for
every fifty people in the nearby city of Anchorage.

Shemya meant days of boredom alleviated by con-
tinuous card games. There was also the opportunity of
swimming in the Bering Sea and the North Pacific, but
this pastime never became too popular.

Tokyo, on the other hand, was very popular. Until
the end of the occupation in 1952, the officers stayed
at the Australian-run Marunouchi Hotel, a luxury estab-
lishment featuring ten-cent drinks and marathon meals
of epicurean standards. In the Ginza shopping-district,
the officers and airmen practised and enjoyed the
oriental art of bargaining. When they tired of the city,
they could take their choice of a series of American
leave hotels situated near Mount Fuji and other famous
Japanese tourist attractions.

At Wake Island — seven miles of coral and snow-white
sand — they prepared their sun-tans for the stay in
Honolulu. Regular members of the squadron early
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Tokyo was a welcome stop after the crew rest at Shemya
in the Aleutian Islands.

learned respect for the potency of the burning Wake
sunshine, but the island became notorious for the
disastrous sun-burning of pale-skinned staff officers
who frequently did familiarization trips on the route.
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At Honolulu, the Canadians learned the joys of a
tropic isle — and loved every minute of it. The slip-
crews stayed at the Moana Hotel, near the famous Royal
Hawaiian, alternating their spare time between surf-
boarding and a club called “Don The Beachcomber’s.”

Around the airlift there inevitably grew up a collec-
tion of nostalgic stories. They were the folklore of the
route and they may still be heard whenever veterans
of ““Operation Hawk” are reminiscing.

Shemya, for example had its perennial story of the
mythical *‘Saturday-night dance” at the nearby island
of Agattu. Every initiate to the airlift was told, as he
approached Shemya, that Saturday was the big night on
the island, for on that occasion, the girl-starved men of
the USAF base could take the boat to Agattu and dance
with the fish-cannery girls. Elaborations on the story
were endless, and more than one neophyte was talked
into pressing his clothes and shining his shoes on a
Saturday afternoon. Some are even reputed to have
spent dismal hours in the blasts of the North Pacific
winds, waiting vainly at the shore for the boat to come
and pick themup.......

After the first hectic months, “Operation Hawk”
settled down to a routine of fifteen trips per month.
By June 1951, Wing Commander Mussels had handed
over command of the squadron to Wing Commander
JKF MacDonald, DFC, and the squadron returned to
Dorval soon afterwards. From Dorval it continued to
carry out its airlift commitments as well as its other
flying duties. One year later the schedule was reduced
to eight trips per month, and it remained at that rate
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until the end of the operation. In July 1952, Wing

Commander HW Lupton, AFC, took over command of
the squadron.

Statistics of the work done during the four years of
the airlift are impressive. In 599 round trips, No 426
Squadron carried 13,000 personnel and 7,000,000 Ibs
of freight and mail. This added up to 34,000 flying
hours, during which not a pound of cargo or a single
life was lost.

After the return of the squadron to Dorval in 1951,
the airlift, as has been already implied, was only part Of
its commitments. The flights between Dorval and
McChord were utilized for trans-Canada schedules.
Arctic and other special flights were resumed, and the
North Stars flew on an increasingly heavy schedule to

Europe in support of the Canadian NATO forces located
there.

“Operation Hawk™ was concluded on 9 June 1954,
when trip number 599 was greeted at Dorval by a
modest concluding ceremony. The operation had been
ended by the removal of the weather facility at Shemya.
Without Shemya as a staging-point it would have been
ur.economical to operate the North Stars over the long
flight to Japan.

In announcing the decision to end the operation the
Minister of National Defence Brooke Claxton said “To
all those who have taken part in the RCAF’s operations
on the airlift, I pass my personal congratulations for a
demanding task done in proud Air Force fashion. I can
give no higher praise than this.”

Shemya was one of the bleakest spots in the world, especially in the winter. Here a 426 Squadron North Star is refuelled.
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For many Canadians, life in Canada’s North is a
relatively new concept, but for the squadrons and units
of Air Transport Command, it has long been a matter of
course. During the years since World War II, Arctic
limits have moved steadily northward, until now there
is virtually no point in Canada which can be termed
unreachable.

Today, the 707, seven miles high, can cross the pole
en route to Europe. Hercules can service the remotest
outposts, landing at most. The Buffalo and the Twin
Otter make cold weather operations a comparative lark.
It wasn’t always so easy, but always the job has been
done.

Because of the remoteness of many of our northern
outposts, conventional means of supply have always
been undependable, if not impossible; many are beyond
the reach of shipping for most of the year, and roads
are non-existent. Over the years, supplies have been air
delivered to Shoran sites, weather stations, Dew-line

bases, Mid Canada-Line sites and Arctic communication
outposts. Even Alert, the most northern human habi-

tation in the world is a familiar spot to ATC crews.

For the past 25 years, a regularly scheduled flight
has served Alert, Resolute Bay, Inuvik and other Northern
bases. In addition, the twice yearly re-supply, now called
“Operation Boxtop” has been going on since the early
fifties. First with North Stars, then C-119s and now
with Hercules, millions of gallons of fuel and supplies
have been hauled north to Alert, only 450 miles from

"LIFELINE NORTH
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the North Pole. “Operation Santa Claus”, during the
same period has delivered Christmas goodies to such
spots as Mould Bay, Isachsen, Eureka and others through-
out the “High Arctic”.

Even entertainment has been taken north by ATC,
including Canadian stars Juliette, Gordie Tapp, Tommy
Hunter and others. Film crews and newsmen have often
joined ship for Arctic missions, making other Canadians
aware of the greatness of the north.

Supply, however, is not the only ATC business in the
north. Since the fifties, exercises such as ‘““Snow Chinthe”’
in Canada and “Strong Express” in Norway have linked
ground and air forces in proving their ability to wage
war in below zero weather. Airborne units can be drop-
ped almost anywhere. Today’s aircraft, with their large
capacity and versatility, can move into all but the
remotest areas to provide a supply line.

In the Norway exercises, more than a thousand men
and their equipment have been moved from a base in
Canada to Bardufoss, Norway, 300 miles north of the
Arctic Circle, in just a few days. Hercules and 707 air-
craft, and for many years the Yukon, have always
managed to overcome the problems of weather, poor
communications and limited facilities in this annual
NATO exercise.

In recent years Exercise ‘““New Viking” has trained
Canadian forces in our own north, and Air Transport
Command has been there with the know-how to get the
troops in and out. Lessons learned in the past are also
helpful in solving transportation requirements in the
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For outposts such as Alert, ATC aircraft have long been
the only physical link with the outside world.

latest project in the north, the construction of new air-
ports.

This summer, as last, new fields at Pangnirtung, Cape
Dorset and other locations are being supported by
Buffalo and Hercules aircraft on a weekly basis. These
airports will, in effect, help to bring the Arctic closer
to southern Canada.

For the Canadians who inhabit our north, the aircraft
of Air Transport Command have long been the only sure
link to civilization. The knowledge that help, support

and just plain transportation is always available is one R amE R e W P
; . g 03 . . L U S - - -
of the big reasons why the Canadian Arctic is becoming s NIRRT b R B e

a part of the 20th Century.
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ATC AND THE UNITED NATIONS

The preamble of the United Nations Charter places
the maintenance of international peace and security
first among the UN’s purposes, and solution of prob-
lems of an economic, social or humanitarian character
close behind. For nearly 25 years, Canada, and Air
Transport Command, have been close allies of the UN
toward this end. Beginning with the first major exercise
of the United Nations in Korea in 1950, and continuing
even today in Cyprus and Kashmir, ATC has been in-
volved in most of the major peace-keeping operations
of the UN.

Hardly had the dust settled from Korea (see page20)
when a 426 Squadron North Star carried Canadians to
Indo China to take part in a three nation Truce Com-
mission. While this was not specifically a UN assignment,
it was aimed toward the same ideals outlined above. In
addition to positioning this team, ATC aircraft have
continued to resupply it since 1954.

In 1956, with events boiling over in the Middle East,
Hon LB Pearson, then Canada’s Minister of External
Affairs, appeared before the General Assembly of the
United Nations with a plan designed to bring peace to
Suez. The first effect of the United Nations Emergency
Force (UNEF) was felt by Canadians, 435 Squadron in
Edmonton to be exact. In November 1956, the squad-
ron, with only a few hours notice, was ordered to the
Middle East. The first C-119 left Namao two hours
later. and within five days, 435 Squadron had shifted
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operations from the Arctic to the “Med”, and began
airlifting troops, mail and equipment from Capodochino
in Southern Italy to Abu Suweir in Egypt. It was the
first time since the conclusion of the war that an RCAF
unit had been based in other than North America. The
crews found more problems than the desert sand and
lack of navigation facilities. Since the near-war situaiton
demanded strict adherance to complicated flight plans
over Egypt, absolute exactness was required during the
planning and flying of these flights.

In early 1957, 435 Squadron returned to Namao, and
was replaced by No 114 Comm Flight, at Capodochino.
Later, No 114 was replaced by No 115 Comm Flight at
Abu Suweir. Later in the year, this flight moved to El
Arish, and became No 115 Air Transport Unit. Aircraft
used during the UNEF operation included the C-119s
of 435 Sqn, and Dakotas, Otters and Caribou of No 114
Comm Flight and No 115 ATU. For more than a decade
Canadian air participation in UNEF was evident in the
Middle East. The presence was ended in the summer of

= iy,

A UNEF Dakota is given the ‘‘once-over’ by the local
means of transportation at El Arish, Egypt. Later the
Dakota was replaced by the Caribou.

1967, when Egypt’s Abdul Nasser expelled Canadians
from the area, just prior to the now famous Six Day
War.

The last major UN operation of 426 Squadron began
in the summer of 1960, when the new Republic of the
Congo called for United Nations intervention. Canada
agreed to supply aid in several ways, including air con-
trol, internal communications and air transport.

In July 1960, the AOC of Air Transport Command,
AC FS Carpenter personally carried out a survey in the
Congo, and on July 18th, the first North Star left Tren-
ton. Three others followed shortly, carrying powdered
milk and canned pork. “Operation Mallard” followed
with twice-daily, then daily and finally twice-weekly
trips from Trenton through Pisa to Leopoldville.

Despite such obstacles as 13 types of aircraft, 8
different languages and the country’s unstable political
situation, G/C WK Carr, DFC, and a staff of ten, directed
air transport operations over the huge area of the Congo,

one quarter the size of Canada. .
Although no Canadian aircraft flew in the internal

airlift in the Congo, twice weekly flights to Leopoldville
were carried out by North Stars until November 1961,
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This 426 Squadron North Star had to share the runway
with sheep, at Capodocino, Sicily. Capodocino was a
stop on the route to Leopolduville.

when they were replaced by the new Yukon. The Yukon
turned out to be a bit of a surprise for the Congolese;
with the second arrival, they realized that a new aircraft
was visiting Leopoldville. Believing it to be Russian,
they detained the crew and impounded and searched
the aircraft. It was only after the arrival of A/C CG
Chapman, then Senior RCAF officer in the Congo, that
the shaken crew was released.

After nearly four years of service, ONUC, the Congo
operation came to an end. In June 1964, the RCAF flew
the final Yukon trip from Leopoldville to Canada, bring-
ing to an end an airlift which, in 392 flights, had air-
lifted more than four million pounds of freight and
nearly twelve thousand passengers.

Before the wheels were in the well on that trip,
however, the RCAF’s involvement with the UN was
sealed. Four other trouble spots had arisen, and three
were still in the headlines in late 1964.

In August 1962, two Otter aircraft and a dozen RCAF
personnel were airlifted to Biak, New Guinea, by
Hercules. The group went to work, transporting UN
personnel through the jungles and swamps of New

Otiers served the UN for several years and in many
locations. This one buzzes the beach along the Gaza
Strip in the Sinai Desert.
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From communications sites such as this, Canadians
directed air traffic during the four-year United Nations
Operation in the Congo.
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Guinea, with the United Nations Temporary Executive
Authority (UNTEA), along with Acting W/C RG Herbert,
DFC, who was air advisor to the UN commander, the
Canadians remained until June 1963.

The crew was barely home from New Guinea, when
the RCAF was tasked to provide air transport for the
United Nations Yemen Observer Mission (UNYOM). A
larger contingent than the UNTEA group, the RCAF
force in Yemen consisted of 50 officers and men, flying
two Caribou and six Otters. Duty in Yemen was perhaps
the most difficult assignment that Canadian Airmen
performed with the UN. In addition to the constant
wear and tear of desert conditions, were added the
hazards of contaminated drinking water and an abun-
dance of tropical diseases. A year and three months
after its formation, UNYOM ended, and in September
1964, the last RCAF aircraft left Yemen for Canada.

Just two weeks before the last Yukon left the Congo,
the RCAF sent its first aircraft to India-Pakistan. The
United Nations Military Observer Group in India and
Pakistan (UNMOGIP) was to supervise the peace in
Kashmir. Three pilots, initially under detachment com-
mander S/L FE Haley flew their Caribou in both trans-
port and observer duties along the rugged India Pakistan
demarcation line, through the mountains and valleys of
Kashmir.

This detachment which also includes maintenance
personnel moves its location twice in each year, spending
six months in Pakistani territory, in Rawalpindi, then
six months in Srinager, Kashmir.

In 1971, the Caribou stationed in Kashmir was re-
placed by the new Twin Otter. Unfortunately, the new
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A 436 Squadron Flight Engineer chats with local children after delivering school supplies to a Caribbean island.

aircraft was destroyed at Islamabad Airport at Chaklala
during an Indian air raid in December ’71. The crew was
returned to Canada by a 437 Squadron 707, which just
happened to be in the area, evacuating a record number
of people (241) from Karachi in a single airlift. After
just six weeks at home, the detachment returned to
duties with UNMOGIP, taking with them a brand new
Twin Otter. There they remain.

Also in 1964, began another continuing UN commit-
ment for ATC. In March of that year, the UN Security
Council decided to place a security force in the Mediter-
ranean island of Cyprus, (UNFICYP). To ATC fell the
task of positioning and supporting Canada’s 900 man
contribution to UNFICYP. On March 15th, 1964, and
every six months since, “Operation Snowgoose’ rotates
part of the Canadian contingent. In addition a weekly
service flight, by Boeing 707 or Hercules, includes
Nicosia on their itinerary, offering logistic support to
the force.

Canada’s most recent attempt at peace-keeping began
in February 1973, when a force of 290 military and
civilian personnel was airlifted to Saigon to oversee
a shaky cease-fire between still bristling combatants in
South Viet Nam. Boeing 707 and Hercules aircraft,
again on short notice, positioned the personnel and
equipment. Again, the force was regularly re-supplied
until its withdrawal in August, 1973. Like the first Viet
Nam involvement, this new force was not sent at the
request of the UN, but went with the same purpose in
mind. |

And so, in Kashmir and Cyprus, the fight for peace
goes on. So long as Canadians strive for world peace,
ATC units will be supporting the United Nations.-Per-

haps it was best put by General Tassara, Chief Military
Observer with UNMOGIP in Rawalpindi, Pakistan. Upor
presenting the United Nations medal to the Air Force
Detachment he said ‘““This is the best medal to win;
working for peace.”

The quest for peace, however, is not the only involve-
ment with the UN. As a relatively rich nation, Canada
has many times responded in a-humanitarian way, to
need arising from disaster, often at the request of the
UN. In 1960, for instance, North Stars flew to both
Morocco and Chile, when parts of those countries were
struck by violent earthquakes. In 1970, 424 Squadron
personnel spent nearly a month in Peru, transporting
medical supplies and evacuating the injured after a
devastating earthquake. Almost yearly, Air Transport
Command units have been called upon to bring aid to
peoples of the world who have been struck with mis-
fortune and disaster. Members of 436 Squadron for
instance, have just returned from Niger, where they
carried food to the starving peoples of Central Africa.

In its 25 year history, Air Transport Command has
been, and remains ready to travel anywhere in the
world to foster peace and well-being for any nation.
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‘Indians’

—by CWO CW Kearse

The aeronautical engineering
history of ATC over the last 25
years has been a close reflection of
aviation progress throughout the
aircraft industry. Indeed, the day
to day operation of our aircraft has
provided an invaluable fund of in-
formation and experience that has
been fed back to the research and
development segment of the indus-
try, one of the most significant and
unpublicized contributions of ATC.

The Command commenced
operations in April 1948 with a
collection of obsolescent World
War I1 aircraft;  Lancasters,
Mitchells, Cansos, Norsemen, etc.
Over the years North Star, Comet,
C-119, Albatross,, Caribou and
Yukon aircraft have been acquired
and retired. Today, operations are
maintained by the Buffalo,
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and 5 Boeings at Trenton than a wing of 48 F-86 Sabres
used to require during the heyday of the NATO Europe
period.

But history is made by people, not machines. ATC
commenced with a priceless asset, a complement of
officers, NCOs and men who were fully trained and
experienced under wartime conditions; people with a
“can do” attitude. The first influx of new personnel
joined the Service just in time for active service during
the Korean war, so again, ATC reaped the benefit of
personnel experienced in a combat period. These people
have been the backbone of the Command, the “Indians”

, . providing line servicing in sunny Sicily, ATC
ground crews haue ai’ways been there.

CH-113, Twin Otter, Falcon, Cosmopolitan, Hercules
and Boeing 707. The aeroplane has evolved, becoming
larger, heavier, faster and more efficient, but generally
more complicated from a technical viewpoint. The one
great advance has been the use of the turbine engine
which has reduced the punishing vibration associated
with the earlier reciprocating engine and generally
simplified maintenance. However, on the other side of
the fence has been the increasing complication as simple
“controls’ have been replaced by ““systems’, as the bird
has grown up. This is reflected by manpower totals; it Bae Vet il e
takes more technical personnel to maintain 12 Hercules Rt L L
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Refuelling aircraft of many types may seem like routine
work, but the lives of passengers and crews depend on
it being done with great care.
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Systems such as this one from a Labrador helicopter,

became more and more complicated with each new
aircraft.

of 1948—1952 and today the engineering officers and
senior NCOs at every level of supervision. Succeeding
intakes of technicians have been exposed to a distillation
of wide experience from their supervisors. The end
result 1s, today, an outfit that functions like a well-

oilled machine and gets the job done without fuss.
Of all the technicians required to man the Command, it

1s paradoxical that the aircraft technicians, the essential

backup element to aircraft operations and numerically
the largest, is today, as in the past, a rather unknown
and faceless group. In earlier times they at least belonged
to a squadron and enjoyed an identity with the aircrews.
The more efficient “central maintenance’ concept has

gradually absorbed all technicians into a “factory-like”
organization. Indeed, with the 24 hour operation that

many ATC units employ, shift work is a general rule
and only about one third of the personnel are actually
working at any one time. However, aeroplanes just do
not operate very long without mechanics. The personal
records of maintenance people, like the log books of
their aircrew brothers, are the history of ATC, Bardufoss,
Thule, Nigeria, Rawalpindi, Darwin, Jamaica, Port
Moresby, Inuvik, Lima, Tanzania, Gaza Strip, Belgium
Congo, Boxtop, Snow Goose — and the next entry will
be wherever the next operation occurs throughout the
world. The groundcrew will be there because they ARE
ATC, but the ancient drunken ballad is still so apt —
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Air-to-air refuelling brings new problems for ATC tech-
nicians, seen here with a 707 refuelling boom.

BANGER

NITROGENE

STAMD AT AR TR

T AW e

Handling frigid liquid nitrogen is only one of the hazar-
dous jobs regularly carried out by the often forgotten
ground crews.

“It’s the rich wot gets the pleasure, it’s the poor wot

gets the blame —
Ain’t it a bleedin’ shame!
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Prior to World War 11, search and rescue in the RCAF
was confined to local unit operation in support of very
small areas. Between 1942 and 1944 several studies re-
sulted in the formation of a service wide Search and
Rescue (SAR) organization.

To carry out SAR operations effectively, the RCAF
set up Rescue Co-ordination Centres (RCC) at Halifax,
Trenton, Edmonton and Victoria. These RCCs were,
and remain, responsible for the co-ordination of all land,
air and marine SAR services within Canada. SAR agree-
ments were also concluded with the United States and
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other ICAO, NATO and ASCC countries. In addition to Canso was retired and the Albatross and Caribou had
basic search and rescue missions, SAR facilities are often joined the Dakota and Otter. Now, turbo-prop aircraft,
used for “mercy flights” and other tasks of humanitarian the Buffalo and the Twin Otter carry the bulk of the
nature. load, with the help of several Labrador helicopters on
SAR facilities include aircraft, para rescue, ground both coasts.
search parties and the Canadian Coast Guard. During In addition to these aircraft, RCCs also can call on
the fifties, Cansos, Dakotas and Otters were used on various other units. For instance, Hercules of 435 and
most SAR missions. By 1961 the venerable but slow 436 Squadrons have been used, as well as helicopters

Search and Rescue units have long depended on the versatility of the helicopter to carry out missions where there are
few airports. Shown above are the H-21 (retired) and the CH-113 (in use).
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Both of these seaplanes, the Canso (left) and the Alba-
tross, were responsible for saving many lives.

from Ottawa and Petawawa, Dakotas from Winnipeg
and Argus from Maritime Command. At the present
time, SAR units include 413 (T & R) Squadron in
Summerside, 424 (T & R) Squadron in Trenton, 440
(T & R) Squadron in Edmonton, 442 (T & R) Squadron
in Comox and the RCCs in Halifax, Trenton, Edmonton
and Victoria.

From time to time, the SAR commitments of the
RCAF and CAF have come under fire from the press
and others; the record however speaks for itself. In
1972 for instance, 130 aircraft were reported missing.
Of these 129 were found. While some missions involve
aircraft that are found by means of a “‘communication
search’, that is by telephoning airports, radio facilities
etc, many require a far more determined effort. Last
year for instance, a climber was rescued from Mount
Slesse in British Columbia, from a vertical rock face.
The rescue was carried out by swinging a man, pendu-
lum style, from a helicopter, to the climber’s aid. For
missions such as these, the SAR squadrons maintain a
constant standby, ready to react to any emergency.

With the introduction of emergency radio transmit-
ters and crash position indicators, many aircraft are
being found more quickly, with a resultant saving of

life. However, since these aids are still not in as wide use

as they should be, there is still plenty of requirement

0
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The Otter, although flown by Auxiliary Squadrons is no
longer a part of regular SAR.

for competent search and rescue teams.

In the field of prevention, ATC recently received
acclaim from the Canadian Air Owner Pilots Association.
For the “defensive flying” program carried out by ATC
and SAR units, the CAF received the Associations award
for the greatest contribution to Canadian aviation in
1972. The earning of that award points out the ideal of
SAR, to prevent the emergency in the first place. In the
meantime, the SAR crews of ATC maintain a constant

vigil.

Equipped with wheels, skis or floats, the Twin Otter is
the newest in ATC’s fleet of Search and Rescue aircraft.

HEAD OFFICE
98 DUNDAS ST. E.
TRENTON. ONT.

Member of Allied Van Lines
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MOVE IT!

- The eight Air Movement Units and Detachments
which today form a network of freight and passenger
handling across Canada form an integral part of Air
Transport Command. In business since the late forties,
the AMUs have expanded with the Command, and now
operate from modern, well-equipped terminals in
Canada’s major military airports.

Since it is ATC’s principal overseas terminal, 2 AMU
at Trenton is probably the best-known to servicemen.
The following is a light look at 2 AMU’s development
over the past 25 vears.

and other AMU stories

No 2 Air Movements became a Unit in 1948 on
formation of Air Transport Command. Prior to that
date it was called 901 Air Traffic Handling Unit Detach-
ment. Our first Commanding Officer was F/L LB Smith
and there were approximately thirty Air Traffic Assis-
tants on staff.

The home of 2 AMU was at Dorval airport in “D”
Bay No 6 Hangar, a home which it shared with Goose
Bay Detachment and part of 426 Sqgn. It is fair to say
:that the total area occupied by the passenger terminal,

September 22, 1973

—by WO JH Bertrand (ATA)

administrative office and cargo warehouse was approxi-
mately half the size of our present passenger terminal.

Our unit dealt mostly with Dakota and North Star air-
craft, not forgetting the “heavy transport” Canso aircraft
which made the regular Ration Run to Goose Bay. AMU
Operations, although basically the same as today, were
not quite as sophisticated, either as to the personnel or
the equipment. In addition to its ground work, 2 AMU
was committed to providing 426 Sgn, and later 436 Sqgn
with “Flying ATAs”. These gentlemen are now known
under the exotic name of Loadmasters. It was not until
1958 that the flying section was established and, as far
as we can recollect, Sgt (now Major) Don Meldrum was
the first Loadmaster Leader. From 1948 to 1958 it was
not unusual for an Air Traffic Assistant to find himself
working at the AMU as a passenger receptionist or an air-
craft leader one day and flying the next day. We can
recall, not fondly, how our Unit Warrant Officer could
extract 140 hours of flying and seven days of line crew
work out of one body in one month.

We had two line crews which worked twenty-four
on, twenty-four off year round. We had cots at the Unit
and box lunches were sent from the mess hall at RCAF
Station Lachine. Knowing that experts will write a full
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account of ATC’s achievements in this anniversary issue,
we will not dwell on this subject but say that whatsoever
these achievements were, 2 AMU was more often than
not part of them. Whether it was the Korean airlift, Leap
Frog operations, Northern re-supply, Suez crisis, and 1
have only scratched the surface, 2 AMU personnel were

involved.
In 1952, C-119s, Boxcars, were added to ATC’s fleet

of aircraft and with the Boxcars came more diversified
loads and operations. 2 AMU also acquired more ground
equipment, we now had two forklifts, two carts, eighteen
wooden pallets, three prybars and one pinchbar. The
pinchbar was only used in emergencies, however, such
as loading an aircraft engine. The whole operation con-
sisted of digging holes in the floor of the aircraft with
the pinchbar and it endeared us to the WO i/c main-
tenance. We also had contraptions called the Skyloader
Kits which we will not attempt to describe. Suspicion
was, at the time, that they were gold to the RCAF by
someone in the navy. We also had an unlimited supply
of half-inch manilla rope and statistics showed that
every year we used enough to circle the earth two and a
half times. Where it all went remains a mystery as we did

not even have a yacht club in those days.
Tie down knots were shown to us by old timers who

had learmned from retired fakirs during the war. For a

while we also tried a hand operated winch called a
“Tirfor”, short for Tire Fort. which means pull like hell.

An AMU technician supervises the loading of an aircraft-
towing tractor into a Hercules aircraft. Bigger aircraft
mean bigger problems for loading personnel.
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Dufferin St 392-9203
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Moving day, Lachine to Trenton, Aug ’59.

It had been designed by somebody who had been beaten
up in the club by Big George Stephenson.

Fleet service for a North Star consisted of twenty-five
blankets, one can opener, paper plates, paper cups and
two pounds of cotton batten. On a good day you could
even get an egg lifter. The scarcity of egg lifters was due
to the fact that a lot of people used them for snow
shovels. They were designed by Don Meldrum who still
holds patent rights on them. In addition, each aircraft
carried a wooden food locker, made of one-inch red
oak, which weighed 235 lbs empty. Once full, these
were loaded on the aircraft with a forklift, except for
Norm South who stashed his in the belly compartment.
In this locker the ATA would store all the delicacies
from the mess hall for a fourteen day round trip to
Tokyo. Many are the ex 426 Sqn aircrew who have vivid
recollections of mouth watering gourmet meals served
to them by Air Traffic Assistants. Names such as Norm
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From bright, maem terminals such as th., AMUs
direct the flow of passengers across Canada on regular
and special flights.

South, Lippy Durocher, Ed Grose, Phil Goulet, George
Stephenson, etc, will long be remembered in culinary
circles.

In 1956, 2 AMU moved into a new terminal, only to
see its new locale destroyed shortly afterwards by a
spectacular fire which left it and 426 Sqn homeless. For
almost a year, our cargo operations carried on in a com-
mercial warehouse on Old Cote de Liesse Road in
Dorval and in 1957 we moved again into a new Butler
building at the Dorval airport. 2 AMU stayed there until
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At Trenton, 2 AMU’s operations are overseen at this
desk, adjacent flight planning and aircraft handling
offices. This enables close co-operation between Move-
ments personnel and aircraft operators.
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in Dorval until 1963.

As Air Transport Command grew so did 2 AMU. It is
now the largest AMU in Canada in all respects — person-
nel, equipment, tasking and volume. Last year we pro-
cessed over 125,000 passengers and more than 20 mil-
lion pounds of cargo to destinations around the world.
Ours is a round-the-clock operation and we now have an
gestablishment of 83 service personnel and 4 civilian
personnel seasonally augmented by winter and summer
work programmes.

2 AMU has also grown in areas of responsibility which
now cover AMU operations, passenger services, cargo
services, line crews and MAMS operations. We now
occupy most of 4 Hangar which has been renovated to
serve as a functional air passenger terminal with modern
furniture, and efficient passenger and baggage facilities.
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These pallets, and more, will
be loaded into a 707 bound
for Germany. The AMU is
responsible for compiling
freight into such pallets for
shipment around the world.

Our cargo terminal consists of numbers 5 and 6 Hangars
where shipments are prepared for furtherance to destina-
tions around the world. Our fleet of vehicles has grown
in proportion and Traffic Techs have become experts if
not professionals at handling sophisticated loading
equipment.

We are also called upon to undertake Mobile Air
Movements duties in the four corners of the world,
wherever ATC has undertaken a commitment. In the
past twenty-five years 2 AMU has grown from a
belligerent adolescent to a mature adult. A handful of
“Air Movers” have shown the way to a group of pro-
fessional Traffic Techs who are presently proud of past
and present achievements. We at 2 AMU look with con-
fidence at the future with the knowledge that whatever
challenge ATC may give us, we will rise to it.

MARK TRIPP LTD
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COMMANDERS OF AIR TRANSPORT

Air Commodre Air Commodore Group Captain
AD Ross, GC, CBE, CD. RC Ripley, OBE. ZL Leigh, OBE, CD.
1948 - 1951 1951 -1953 1953 - 1954

Air Vice Marshal Major General Lieutenant General
HM Carscallen, DFC, CD. FS Carpenter, AFC, CD. RJ Lane, DSO, DFC, CD.

1954 - 1956 1956 - 1961 1961 - 1966
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COMMAND 1948 - 1973

Air Commodore Lieutenant General Major General
GE Diamond AFC, CD. AC Hull, DFC, CD. H McLachlan, DFC, CD.
1966 - 1967 1967 - 1972 1972 -

IT WAS OUR PRIVILEGE
TO PRINT THIS ISSUE OF CONTACT MAGAZINE

WARWICK & WEEKS

Co. Ltd.

/ \ _ PRINTING

m o LETTERHEADS AND ENVELOPES
e BUSINESS CARDS AND BROCHURES
e INVOICES AND STATEMENTS
e PRICE CATALOGUES AND MAGAZINES
oo WEDDING STATIONERY AND POSTERS
e POSTERS AND MENUS
e TICKETS AND CHEQUES
e SPECIALISTS IN NCR FORMS

266 Adam Street ¢ Post Office Box 52 e Belleville, Ontario ¢ Telephone 613 - 962-8911




BELLEVILLE - TRENTON - FRANKFORD - PICTON - NAPANEE -
' KINGSTON and surrounding rural areas

Maurice H.

ROLLINS

Construction Limited

YOUR CUSTOM HOME SPECIALISTS
Quotations on your plans or ours at no obligation

| All financing arranged by our staff—

either NHA or conventional mortgages

r

Our staff available for evening appointments

If vou have a Housing Problem 7

see our selection of ready built homes and apartments

;l available in Belleville .

| CALL

ROLLINS CONSTRUCTION
968-5595

| 11 Victoria Ave. Belleville

|




