
om s, Orit. uly, 1944 

Outgoing Entry 



• • T H E A I R C RA FT M A N • Jul:y, 1944 
------------------------- ----------~----------------------------

8-BEER---BERT'S PLANE 
T HE only part o f h is name he will al­

lo w me to use is Bert, and he will 
no t let me g ive hi s address. In peace­
time he was a London milk-round sman , 
a fact which may have somethin g to do 
" ·it h hi s patience and hi s methodical way 
o f wo rkin g. 

H e is now a fli gh t mechanic fitter in 
th e RAF-that is to say, he can do any 
repairs which o ne man can do to an air­
craft eng in e. 

Bert has just been mentioned in di s­
patches, and he now wear s a littl e bronze 
oak leaf on the left breast of his tunic. 
"Mentioned in despatches?" he said, 
when h e was told . "M.I.D .? What in 
'eck fo r?" 

Be rt had one ambition. To see "B­
Beer," the heavy bomber on which he 
w o rked at a orth of England s tatio n, 
complete 71 trips. 

The record for the squadr on was 70, 
and Bert was certain that "Beer" could 
break it. "Beer" wa s hi s work, his play, 
and, at times, som eth in g very lik e hi s 
wh o le life. No one had ever take n so 
much pride in a bomber as Bert took in 
"Beer." H e would clea n the en g in es with 
the same care that other s would give to 
a fine collection of Sheffield plate. 

• • • 
Lon g after his co lleagues had left he 

was s till there, checking up - "making 
sure," as he called it. And afterwards 
they would jo kin g ly taunt him with th ose 
RA F words, "bull" and "flannel." 

" Bull" means unn ecessa ry, or purely 
ceremon ial, work, and "to flann el" mean s 
to in g ratiate oneself with one's superiors 
in ranks. 

"More bull today?" they would say. 
"Trying to flannel, eh ?" 

Then, when "Beer" came back with a 
bad o il leak, and the port outer pro peller 
feathered, they would say to him, "She's 
gettin g old, Bert." 

When " Beer" had 65 yellow bomb s 
painted o n its side, they began to call it 
"A n o ld bag of bones. " "She'll never 
make the record," they added. 

Bert di sagreed. And the s tati on began 
to lay bets on "Beer's" chances. 

Bert made no bet s, but he worked 
.throug h last winter as if cold, fr ost and 
rain m eant nothing to him. He be gan to 
devel o p a cough. But there he w ould re­
m ai n, perched on th e tre stles, cleaning a 
co n tact breaker o n a magneto, puttin g in 
a split pin here, ti gh tenin g a bolt ther e, 
o r just peerin g into th e engine's innards, 

( The above story , by Rasil Cardew, is reproduced from 
the London Daily Express.) 

trying t o g ues wh ere the next faul t was 
likely to originate. Slowly his cough grew 
w orse. 

• • • 
Chiefy, the fli g ht-ser gea nt, started to 

w oHy about Bert. He offered him days 
o ff. Bert refu sed them. H e tri ed to make 
Bert see the d oc tor . " E'd 'ave me in 
dock," was Bert' s reply, "and there 's 
time enough fo r that when 'Beer's' mad e 
it." 

T o renewed accu sati ons o f "bull " Bert 
said , "I keep s ' e r cl ean and I sees the oil 
leaks- see'" 

Bert began t o advise the aircrew. Th e 
pil o t was a fli ght-lieutenant and th e 
fli g ht-commander as well, but he under­
stood Bert. 

"Take 'er easy-see?" Bert sa id to Joim. 
" N o need t o 'urry ' om e. I've see n kit e<; 
,., J,a t'" been fir s t ' orne. And th e e ngines 
'ave 'ad it. Iow, 'Beer' .. " The pilo t 
w ould nod, and agree, and nurse his en­
g ines home just a s Bert had stipulated. 

The day came when "B-Beer" had to 
have an en g in e chan ged only six hour s 
befo re it was du e to take off for Berl;n_ 
Covered from s parse hair to matt black 
boots in oil, Bert worked on, missing 
hi s dinner, and then his tea. 

Chiefy order ed him to r es t, and Bert 
became obdurate. "I'm fini sh in' this 'ere 
job," he muttered. "You can do watcher 
li ke about it." Chiefy knew that exactly 
70 bombs had n ow been painted o n 
"Beer," and what it meant to Bert. So 
he hadn't the heart to insi st, th ough he 
did n ot like the look o f Bert at all. 

• • • 
"Beer" took o ff punctuall y with th e 

ot he rs, and I saw the flight-commander , 
wh o was pilot in g it, shake hand s wit h 
Bert. "You made it, Bert," he said. Anrl 
th e littl e fitt er repli ed, "You'll make it 
too, sir." 

The next morning Bert was seen run­
nin g down t o th e fli g ht. H e had left his 
breakfast half-eaten on hearin g tha t 
" Beer" had not come back. " I t's not 
time, it's not tim e," he mumbl ed to any­
o ne wh o would li ste n. " Mark my wo rd s 
- s he'll come in ." 

It was easy to see that B ert no" · had 
a high temperature as well a s hi s usual 
cough. H e went and stood by him se lf, 
' hiver'n g, with hi s g rey fac e turned to 
th e sky. 

Ab out midday the telephone bell ran g 
in Chiefy's office . Chiefy an s\\·e red it and 
called Bert. H e said: "Bert, you were 
ri g h t. 'B-Beer' s' touched cl o wn at . . . . " 

Bert was s ilent. H e threw hi s cap in to 
th e air and th en fell to the g round, un­
co nsciou s. H e was a long tim e in hos­
pital. And when he cam e o ut a nd heard 
the new s- "M.I.D.? What in 'eck for'" 
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The Doininion At War 
produc ts w ould be paid fo r out of the 
$77,000,000 voted thi s year as Canada's 
financial contribution lo UNRRA . 

• • • 

Highlights of Canada's War Effort at 
Home and O n The Fighting · Fronts 

Still another instance of co-operation 
between the United States and Canada is 
the arrangem ent, announced recently by 
Labor Minister Mitch ell, whereby 

· threshing outfits of each country can 
cross the bord er for a limited period and 
work in the other country. 

T hird Victoria Cross winner in the 
Canadian armed services in this war 
is Major john Keefer Mahony, 32, 
of New Westminster, B .C. 

I n the lengthy cita t ion accompany­
ing the award, it is stated that on 
May 24, 1944, a company of the 
W estminster Regiment (motor) , un­
der the command of Major Mahony, 
was ordered to establish the initial 
bridgehead across the River Melfa 
( in Italy) . The enemy h ad estab­
lished very strong defensive posi­
tions, but despite this, Major Ma­
h ony personally led his company 
down to and across the river, being 
with the leading section .. . . "Early 
in the action h e was wounded in the 
head and twice in the leg, but he re­
fused medical aid and continued to 
direct the defence of the b F-idgehead 
despite the fact that m ovement of any 
kind caused him extreme pain . It was 
only when the remaining companies 
of t he regiment had crossed the 
r iver to support him that h e allowed 
his wounds to .be dressed, and even 
then r efused to be evacuated. . . . 

"The forming and holding of a 
bridgehead across the river was vital 
to t he whole Canadian ·Corps ac tion. 
. . . The great cou rage shown by 
M ajor Mahony will forever be an in­
spiration to his regiment and to th e 
Canadian army." 

• • • 
Victory gardens in Canada produ ce<! 

approximately 115,000,000 pound s of vege­
tabl es in 1943 in urban centres with a 
population of 1,000 or m ore. Th e total 
number of such gardens was es t imated at 
209,200, and the production per garden 
about 550 pounds. Victory garden s have 
been increas in g in number every year, 
and it is now estimated that in Hl-! 3 one 
urban householder in every seven had a 
gard en. In the types o f vegetab les g row n, 
m ost emphasis was placed on potatoes, 
while others included tomatoes, carrots, 
beets, cabbage, beans, rhubarb and corn . 

• • • 
At the end of May, accord ing to gov­

ernment informati on, Canadian prisoners 
of war to tall ed 5 ,278. Of th ese, 3,700 were 
prisoners in the European theatre and 
1,578 in th e Far East. Air F orce pri son­
ers in Germany to talled 1,442, whil e there 
were only 24 in the Far Eastern battl e 
zones. In very few cases is th e location 
of any prisoner unkn own. 

Canadian prisoners are scat tered 
tluough 47 German camps, one H u ngar­
ian camp and at least 11 camps in th e 
Far East. In addition t o prisoners of 
war in enemy hands th ere are som e in­
terned in the neutral countries of Switz­
erl and, Sweden and Eire. Up to June 8, 
1944, 13 Canad ian pri soners of war w ere 
repatriated, including two army nursin g 
sisters from the Far East. 

N cw rescue gear for ships of th e Can­
adian Navy has been devised by Acting 
Captain Paul B. Cross, R.C.N.V.R. 
Known as th e Rosthern rescue n et, it 
operates on the principle of an enlarged 
fish net, scoo pin g oil-covered survivo1·s 
from the sea, when they have been too 
numb to h elp them se lves o r too g reasy 
to be pulled on board by hand. Th e net 
is operated by a line from a boom which 
extends from the side of th e ship. It can 
rescue four m en fr om the sea in three and 
a half minutes, wh ereas in past rescues 
the job has oft en taken 20 minutes for 
one man. The re cue vessel s imply 
scoops each man in turn into th e ne t 
a nd th en on board. 

• • • 
Woollen garm ents, farm machin ery, 

canned fi sh and wheat will be among th e 
item s which Canada, as a member of the 
U nited Nations Reli ef and Rehabilitation 
Administration, will be expected to ful·­
nish the peoples of liberated countries in 
Europe a nd elsewh ere. 

It was announced r ecently by UNRRA 
official s that plans have been com pl eted 
for production of about 25,000 tons of 
farm machin ery for u se in libe rated 
areas, while $6,000,000 worth of w oollen 
ga rm ent s will be di st ributed and som e 
14,400,000 tons of canned fi sh will be 
made available. Th e farm equipment in­
cludes plows, discs, harrows, g rain drill s 
and harvesting ma chinery for use in th e 
production o f food crops. P la ns for the 
procurement of ot her products, such as 
wheat, are also being discussed. The 

The plan calls for the exchange of 
threshing equipment and crews between 
Canada's prairie provinces and the ad­
jacent Western States. Canadian thresh­
ing outfits may remain in the States u n­
til Sept. 15, while United States thresh­
in g machines and crews may enter Can­
ada and work here up to Dec. 31. I t is 
expected that thi s arrangement will con­
tin ue each y ear for the duration. 

• • • 
By the end of J une, 1944, Canada hac! 

produced $2,000,000,000 worth of war 
vehicles in the greatest si ngl e production 
job in the Dominion' s hi sto ry, with out­
p ut reach in g 650,000 units, it was an­
noun ced recently by Hon. C. D . H owe, 
minister of munitions. 

The lon g li st of vehicles included 25,000 
u niversa l carriers, 6,000 a rmored veh icles 
such as scou t and reconnai ssance cars, 
a rmored cars and snowmobiles, and 3,500 
tanks and self-prope lled gun mounts. The 
carriers, it was revealed, have been roll ­
ing. off the assembly lines at the rate of 
more than 725 per month for the la st 
four months. 

Many item s need ed in tran sportation 
are bein g delivered to India. A n order 
for 145 locomotives for I ndia has bee n 
comple ted, and a second contract calls 
for th e delivery of many m ore o f the 
same type. Other large I ndia co ntrac ts 
call for 75,000 components such a s axle 
boxes, buffe rs, draft casings and co up­
lings. 

HOUSEKEEPING - AI R F ORCE STYLE 
Improvisation is often the order of the day w he n it comes to an air force station in a battle area. 

H ere are two RCAF fl iers busily engaged on chores to make themselves more comfortable in their home 
away from home- in E ngland . Left, one man is making u p a clothes-line , while the other is fashioning 
a dressing·table from a packing·case. 
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• • • 
FIRST SUPERFORTRESS 

CRASHED, KILLED CREW 

It was recently disclosed that the B-29 
(Superfortress) bomber program w<~;s 
nearly disrupted when the first expert­
mental plane crashed near Seattle on Feb. 
18, 1943, killing all the Boeing Company's 
fli ght-testing personnel. 

U. S. Army Air Force chiefs, however, 
were determined to get the giant bombers 
in to combat, and in June, 1943, organiza­
tion work began on the first B-29 bom­
bardment wing to train pilots and crew 
members for Superfortresses. The wing 
trained mostly on B-17's, B-24's and 
B-26's. The Twentieth Bomber Command 
was organized in the autumn of 1943. 

The second experimental Superfortress 
nearly crashed in June, 1943, on its first 
test flight because a careless mechanic 
had hooked up the aileron controls in re­
verse. The huge plane lifted. from th_e 
runway but began acting craz1ly, and 1t 
was only split-second work on the part 
of the crew that enabled the pi lot t o make 
a safe landing. 
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- Courtesy Dodd, Mead & Co., publishers Aircraft Spotter, by Lester Ott. 

Answer on page 11 

"A Passion For Learning'' 

0 N page 8 of The Aircraftman this month our readers will find an 
article dealing with the work of the Educational Officers and 

the Clerks Educational, and it will no doubt be an eye-opener to many 
to find just how extensive a field of activity they cover. 

Of particular interest will be the Canadian Legion correspond­
ence courses, covering a wide range of technical and non-technical 
subjects, which are designed to improve the serviceman's general 
educational background so that when he returns to civilian life he may 
be better equipped to meet the problem of making his way as a citizen 
and family provider. 

Those who are taking these courses will doubtless appreciate 
the important point that you get out of the educational process just 
what you put into it, and those who will be going back to school to 
resume interrupted studies, will be wise to keep it in mind. Your 
school may be among the finest in the country from the viewpoint of 
educational equipment, and your teachers may be among the most 
conscientious and able that there are, but unless you are prepared to 
play your part, too, you might just as well never attend. 

In recent years there has been a great deal of criticism of our 
educational system, particularly of our universiti es, but of our high 
schools as well. Some of this criticism is justified, some of it is not. 
But it all adds up to the blanket charge that our schools are not doing 
the job they are supposed to do, and are not turning out educated men 
and women. A lot of ink has been spilled, and a lot of time has been 
wasted on this matter, not only by educators but by those who fancy 
themselves-for some unfathomable reason-as educational experts. 
But perhaps a lot of the trouble lies in the fact that a great many stu­
dents, far too many in fact, are simply too lazy to take advantage of 
the opportunities they have been offered. That is a pity, because for 
most of them there will never be such an opportunity again. 

Perhaps the answer is that nobody appreciates a thing that is 
handed him on a silver platter. You realize the value of a thing more 
if you have to get it the hard way. Referring to his days in prison , 
Jawaharlal Nehru , the great Indian Nationalist, remarks in his auto­
biography, "Sometimes it is said that convicts are averse to learning. 
My own experience has been the exact opposite, and I have found man~y 
of them, who came to me for the purpose, to have a perfect passion for 
learning to read and write." That passion for learning cannot be taught 
-but it is the first requisite of sound education. 
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STATION 
CHATTER 

With Sgt. G. C. Davies 

W ITH the advent of extroverting 
summer weather around here, 

activities of a purely station nature seem 
to have concerned themselves with out­
door sports entirely during this past 
month. And while this is not the sport­
ing department of the magazine, we feel 
that the odd interesting item in that line 
would not be amiss. 

Then again, interesting anecdotes con­
cerning station personnel seem to have 
evolved in regions elsewhere than the 
cofines of the camp,· so we shall be cov­
ering a fair amount of ground in racon­
teuring such goings-on this time. 

Elysia 
At this time of year it would be im­

possible to put together any account of 
station doings without bringing Port 
Stanley into the picture. So many thou­
sands of our airmen and airwomen make 
this their summer entertainment head­
quarters that the place is practically the 
"Coney Island" of TTS. 

The old familiar pastimes of the last 
two or three summers seem to be doing 
very well by the current habitues of the 
resort-you'll find them swimming, boat­
ing, enjoying the odd libation in the well­
known local watering places, dancing, 
and of course romancing. 

Some of the more ambitious can be 
observed plying the oars of the rowing 
shell two or three nights a week, while 
others, with a different end in view, pur­
sue the age-old hunt amid very lush sur­
roundings-very! 

Undoubtedly, many" of the pleasure­
seekers will be ending up on another 
kind of beach in the near future, but 
while they are still here no one is going 
to begrudge them a good time. 

Entertainment and Amusements 
During June and carrying over into 

July, most of these took place, naturally, 
out of doors. The one notable exception 
was the appearance of Clarence Nash, 
voice of Donald Duck, and Dick Mitchell, 
Hollywood cartoonist, in the Recreation 
Hall on June 13. Their half-hom show 
between the film showings that evening 
really amused the crowd. Mitchell could 
draw cartoons of Disney characters 
quicker than people could name them, 
and Nash had everyone laushing at his 
Donald Duck dummy by giving Donald 
all the querulous, pleading, carefree, 
etc., voices that he personifies on the 
screen. Definitely an unusual and there­
fore doubly entertaining show . 

. . . There seems to be much activity 
these evenings at the miniature golf 
course that was set up last year, and at 
the newly established archery range. 
Both draw participants from amongst 
the airmen and airwomen and seem to 
enjoy a lively popularity. Amongst the 
local Robin Hoods, Flight Sergeant 
Sheppherd seems to be the leadi ng ex­
'' Onent of bending the long bow, and the 
lads tell me he is a fair shot. The ex­
Ottawa Roughrider uses the heaviest 
bow-an affair that most of us can hardly 
draw the cord on. 
... And then they tell the story of 

the softball game played between the 
Sergeants' Mess and the Officers' Mess 

one evening near the end · of June. It 
seems that the game was kept a de.ep, 
dark secret in the Sergeants' Mess-for 
what reason only a few can tell-and so 
the sergeants fielded a team consisting 
of four NCO's and the remainder airmen 
from Headquarters Squadron. Maybe 
their choice of a plugged ( ?) team was 
a wise one, however, as evidently they 
eked out a win over the officers. Amus­
ing climaxes to the contest were Flying 
Officer Sansone's "guzzle-ball" impreca­
tions from the third base coaching box, 
and the claim of the grandstand (one 
WOl and six sergeants) that the officers' 
signals had all been stolen by the end of 
three innings. The main question re­
maining seems to be, "What is a guzzle­
ball"? 

Singin ' in the Rain 
What is this story we hear of the two 

WD members of the station Glee Club 
being caught in the rain one Sunday 
evening? It appears that the choir was 
singing at a gathering in rural Dutton, 
nearby, and shortly before the program 
was to begin the two unfortunates had 
journeyed to an ancient outhouse. Whilst 
there a terrific cloudburst happened by 
and the young ladies were imprisoned for 
some considerable time in a rather un­
comfortable situation. Finally, however, 
a lady went to their rescut with an um­
brella- it is rumored she heard them 
singing "Bless This House" at the top of 
their voices- and the payoff was that 
they arrived at the church perfectly dry 
for the performance, whereas the rest of 
the choir had been thoroughly soaked 
beforehand running the short distance to 
the doors. 

D. and Now P.T. 
Unhappy is the life of the downtrodden 

technical NCO! About the beginning of 

June he finds himself launched on a 
three-week drill refresher course which 
he accepts with some grumbling, but 
generally buckles down and goes to work 
hoping that a job well done wi11 see him 
left alone in future to pursue unhamper­
ed the work that he was trained by the 
Air Force to do. 

But alas! such is not to be. For what 
do his efforts gain him but an extra week 
of drill instruction. Then, to make him 
feel better, he is informed about this 
time that all promotions have been frozen 
and that he is actually lucky to be an 
NCO. 

But hold!-the crowning blow is yet to 
fall-he now finds out at the end of this 
fourth week of drill that it has all been 
but a preliminary and that he is to pur­
sue, for the remainder of the summer at 
least, an hour per day of P.T. and Drill. 

However, being a man of many parts, 
the technical NCO bears this new cata­
clysm with stoic . courage. Most of him 
even welcomes the P .T. idea, seeing that 
it gives him a chance to enjoy sports and 
acquire a tan. The only thing that both­
ers him is this-if such procedure is to 
go on ad infinitum, will he be expected 
to give all P.T. and Drill to his classes 
as well as a modicum of technical knowl­
edge, or will he merely be remu stered to 
a P.T. and D . "B" group and installed 
permanently in the Drill Hall? 

All of which reminds us of the yarn­
maybe you've heard it-about the laa go­
ing over the obstacle course here the 
other day, tripping and falling on the 
last hurdle. As he lies on the ground he 
is approached by the P.T. and D. NCO 
in charge and asked what is the matter. 
Face contorted with pain, the poor lad 
mumbles that he thinks he has broken 

(Continued an page 9) 

·· 1 see the army hasn 't taught you close-order drill yet! " 
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SAY, Buddy! Have you a yearning to see the Wonder City ... the 
city of a million personalities and a million attractions? Do you want 

to dance with movie actresses, ride horseback in Central Park or visit 
Coney Island? Well, why don't you do those very things? Anything can 
happen in New York, and the trip isn't nearly as expensive as you may 
think. Here's the gen on how, where and why. 

To begin at the beginning, your rail­
way ticket will cost you approximately 
fifteen dollars, and is purchased in Can­
adian funds. Better go down to the ew 
York Central station in town and get it 
ahead of time-your orderly room s taff 
will probably want to see it before issu­
ing a border crossing permit. 

The border crossing permit will in­
clude an authorization to obtain Amer­
ican funds, and these are obtainable 
through your accounting officer. That 
gentleman will issue you with up to ten 
dollars for a "forty-eight," or one hun­
dred and fifty dollars for furlough pur­
poses. Therefore you won't have to 
bother your friends with repeated re­
quests to save American currency for 
you. That little matter was taken care of 
by A.F.R.O. just in case you are inter­
ested. 

If your wing is on "A" routine, you 
will be able to catch the 1830 hours train 
out of St. Thomas. Otherwise the 2120 
hours train will have to serve. Matter of 
fact, if you like to take your time we 
recommend the latter. You'll have time 
for a shower, an opportunity to check 
over your kit-bag, and in addition it will 
not be necessary to change trains in 
Buffalo. 

You will travel all night, and as day 
breaks the train will be approaching the 
upp er 1·eaches of the Hudson River. 
About two hours out of the metropolis, 
the steam locomotive will be disconnect­
ed and the journey into the city wi ll be 
completed with the aid of an electric 
locomotive. Eventually your train will 
cross the Harlem River a nd climb until 
it is racing along opposite the fourth floor 
windows of tenements. At about 98th 
Street it will rush down into a tunnel, 

grind to a halt and there you are-you're 
in New York's Grand Central station and 
the time is 0900 hours. Now all that is 
necessary is to follow the crowd, or 
rather go along with it, and so arrive at 
th e upper level of the station. 

If you want to check your luggage, 
take it up to the U.S.O. lounge in the 
balcony of the Grand Central. The lounge 
is operated by the Travellers' Aid Asso­
ciation. Get a cup of coffee while you are 
there, or stretch out in a lounge chair on 
the sleep deck for a while if you feel so 
inclined. The attendant will call you at 

"99 PARK" IS FIRST STOP 
The picture at the top is Sgt. Berry's photographic rceord of New York's famous skyline, looking 

at that part of it which forms the west side of lower Manhattan. Below is shown the huge billboard at 
99 Park Avenue-which is headquarters for the N.Y.C. Defense Recreation Committee. It lists the 
many attractions for which free tickets are available to men in uniform, including movies, stage shows, 
and ball games. 

For the benefit of those who 
would like to pay the Great 
White Way a furlough visit, 
Sgt. Percy Berry, president of 
the Camera Club, tells the story 
of how to get there and what 
hospitality awaits them. 

whatever time you select, and there is ab­
sc;> lutely no charge for any of these ser­
VIces. 

Your next problem is to get a room or 
a bed for the night or ior the rest of the 
week. Have a talk to the young ladies at 
the Travellers' Aid booth on the main 
floor of the station. They will phone 
around and locate a hotel room for vou 
costing from two dollars up, as you 
select. Or they will direct you to any 
one of a number of centres that operate 
low cost or free dormitories. 

We particularly· recommend the Ser-

v1ce Centre and Dormitory operated by 
the Masonic Lodge at 77 West 23rd 
Street. There- you will find a very com­
fortable lounge and a well-stocked can­
teen. You may read, write or if you so 
desire, retire from public gaze, take off 
your shoes and s leep for a while. The 
dormitory and shower facilities are ex­
ceptional and are operated at no cost to 
the servicemen. 

The Salvation Army also operates a 
Servicemen's Club, located at 12 West 
56th Street. There you may take that 
shower that you have been looking for. 
Also, there are facilities for cleaning and 
pressing your uniform-usually a neces­
si ty after a long train ride. Here, too, 
you may obtain excellent sleeping ac­
commodation if you are trying to con­
serve your wealth. 

H ot foot it over to your hotel or dor­
mitory and register for a room or bed. If 
you do that ~arly in the day, you will 
have the chOice of the accommodation 
available. Any doubts you may have had 
about the availability of accommodation 
in New York may be banished right now. 
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The Service Centres hav e yet to turn 
away a man or woman in uniform in 
t il ree years of operation. 

It is now about 1000 hours. If you 
want to take advantage of the ma ny free 
at tract ions offered by t he Motion Picture 
Theatre Managers and Exhibitors of New 
York, find your way over to 99 Park 
Avenue, at 40th Street. That is the head­
quarters for the N .Y.C. Defense R ecrea­
tion Committee, a nd will quite possibly 
be the hub of your activi ti es. There you 
will be able to obtain free tickets for 
broa.dcasts, concerts, dances, sports , 
mov1es, theatres, parties and sight-seeing 
tours. No matter what your interest, the 
personn el a.t 99 Park Avenue can arrange 
for you. to mdulge your favorite pastime. 
There IS absolutely n o obliga ti on - all 
that is asked is "Please don ' t waste the 
t ickets." 

Men and w om en in uniform enter 9!J 
Park Avenue from 40th St reet c limb a 
fl ight of stairs and so reach th e 'mai n di s-

tribution room for tickets. At the door 
you will be asked to show proof that yo u 
are not AWOL- your pass serves here 
very nicely . Then you are handed an ac­
cepta nce check and so pass al ong to the 
particular sections that inte res t you. All 
of the current Broadway movies and 
stage show s are lis ted on a huge bill­
board , and after you make up your mind 
you simply go to the desk and ask for a 
ticket to that particular show place. In 
this manner you obtain tickets fo r an y of 
the oth er activities that interest you. The 
committee dis tributes ab out 60,000 tic­
kets eve ry week, which will g ive you 
som e very sli g ht idea of th e magnitude 
of th eir operations. 

If 'you have a prob lem, the perso nn el 
at 99 Park Aven ue can solve it for you. 
Th ey will g ive you informati on on room s, 
enter tainments, c lubs and canteens, ath­
leti c faci lities, transportati on (rai l road, 
bus, subway, tro lley). Th ey can make 
suggestions on where to take a "date" 
and what to see in New York. If you 
want to plan a special sightseei ng tour, 
that can be arranged. Your uniform is 
your ti cket of admission , a nrl you wi ll 
probably be greeted by " H ell o Canada, 
w hat ca n we do for you?" 

And so you s tart on your way around 
the Big City. Probably you will walk 
endl ess miles and dodge innumerable 
taxis. Later in the clay mid-aftern oo n sa g 
will catch up with you and yo ur feet will 
start to do stran ge things. Then we 
would suggest a visit to th e Service 
Centre operated by th e Christian Scien­
tist Churches of Greater New York. Cool 
showers await you, and refreshments are 

fre e. A lso you will find the most restful 
atmosp here yet encountered. Oh yes, 
the Centre is located at 537 Fifth Avenue, 
quite n ear to Grand Central Station. It's 
on the third floor and the elevator will 
waft you up there in nothing flat. 

For those .of you who like to "rubber­
neck," and don't mind being classed as 
the typical t ourist, we make the fo ll ow­
in g suggestions. Find your way over to 
42ncl Street and Fifth Avenue. Take a 
No. 4 b us uptown, cl imb to the upper 
deck, s it back and watch the city roll by. 
Ride to the end of the line-it w ill only 
cost ten cents and you certainly can see 
a lot of New York in an hour and a half. 
R eturn by the same route or take an 8th 
Avenue (Independ ent Subway) down­
town express to 42nd Street. 

Or, fr om the East Side take the I.R.T. 
Lexington Avenue Subway Express to 
Bowling Gree n. If you'r e on the W est 
Side take the I.R.T. Broadway Express 
to Sou th Ferry. Walk across to Battery 

Pier-the steamer fo r Bed loe's I s land 
and the Statue of Liberty leaves every 
h our on the hour. A roun d trip cos ts 25 
cents. If you take the ferry to Staten 
Island you will obtain a fi ne view of the 
statue and of New York harbor, and it's 
free to servicemen. 

A view of New York from the sky may 
be obta in ed fr om the observation fl oor of 
the Empire State Buildin g. It's free to 
se rvicemen on Wednesdays and Sundays. 
At other times the cost is 55 cents. Or 
take a tour of R ockefeller Centre - the 
cost is 60 cents if you buy a ticket at 
Radio City, or you may obtain a free tic­
ket at 99 Park Avenue (remember?) . 

D on't fo rget the return train! Better 
ask at Grand Central about the particu­
lar train in which you are interested. 
There is one which leaves th e city at 0930 
hours on Sunday morning and another 
which leaves at 1201 hours. Either train 
will get you back to St. Thomas before 
your pass expires . 

. And so we leave you to your own de­
VIces. W e guarantee that you will hav e 
great gobs of fun, for ew York really 
is lhe Big City with t il e Big Heart. 

GOTHAM HIGHLIGHTS 
It's impossi bl e to visit a ll of New 

York's high spots in jus t a few 
days. H ere, anyway, are som e of 
the po ints of inte rest yo u mig ht 
want to keep in mind: 

T im es Square-the hub of New 
York-just north of here, the th e­
ea tr e district. 

R ockefeller Centre- N.B.C. stu­
dios, the famous Radio City Music 
Hall, and the R ainbow Room a nd 
Gri ll. 

M useum s - the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, Hayden Planetar­
ium , a nd the Cloisters. 

CENTRAL PARK IS POPULAR SPOT 
The picture at the top, taken by Sgt. Berry, shows a scene in the famous Central Park. It seems 

to exert quite an attraction for sailors! Below, a Canadian soldier looks over the list of free invitations 
to dances and parties which are available at 99 Park Avenue, while the lady at the desk hands out tickets 
to the other lads who have already decided where they'd like to go. More than 30,000 000 servicemen and 
women have enjoyed New York hospitality through this organization. ' 
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ZEKE--PRISONER OF WAR 
By Lt. Cmdr. C. T. Booth , U .S.N . 

I N April of 1942 a Japanese Navy Type 
00 fighter was hit by .30 caliber ma­

chine-gun fire from ground or aircraft 
and was forced to land. The pilot made 
his landing in an Aleutian bog with his 
spindly landing gear extended. The air­
craft suffered only moderate damage; the 
pilot suffered a broken neck. 

The task of salvaging the damaged air­
plane and examining the apparel and per­
sonal equipment of the pilot was under­
taken by the United States Navy. Sev­
eral months later, at the Naval Air Sta­
tion at San Diego, the Zero stood once 
again ready to fly and to yield the secrets 
of its performance and maneuverability 
to American pilots. This time -it had a 
good, respectable coat of sea-going cam­
ouflage displayin g prominent U.S. stars, 
and it was known by a navy serial num­
ber. 

The initial stages of the performance 
tests were carried out at San Diego and 
preliminary data were released to the 
Fleet and to the Army Air Forces. Late 
in this last winter, Zeke, as this partic­
ular Japanese fighter is now known, was 
flown across the continent to the navy's 
tes t centre at the Naval Air Station, Ana­
costia, D.C. It was at that station that I 
first became acquainted with Zeke and 
was assigned the project of continuing 
the test work, particularly with the idea 
of comparisons with modern army and 
navy fighter planes. 

At first glance Zeke seems common­
place enough, and my fir st impressions 
were of smallness, lightness and fragile­
ness. But certain feature s soon stood 
out: the landing gear looked wide and 

comfortab le; the airplane seemed to be 
desirably long and to have good tail 
length; the ailerons were extremely large, 
lo ng in span and generous of chord; the 
pilot's cockpit enclosure seemed to be 
flimsy. All in all , Zeke looked very trim. 

A closer inspection showed several in­
teresting details. First of all, all of the 
movable control surfaces were excellent­
ly mounted and there ·seemed to be prac­
tically no friction in the systems. The 
gaps between wing or stabilizer and the 
leadin g edges of the aile rons and elevat­
o rs and rudder were all ·well sealed by 
extensions of the fixed surfaces. In gen­
eral, very thin gauge sheet made up the 
skin of the fu selage and part of the wing 
panels. The retractable tail wheel was 
all bound about with grease-soaked can­
vas, .pre umably to seal the fuselage 
a gainst entry o f carbon monox ide. Ju st 
ahead of the tai l wheel, the arresting hook 
lay up against the bottom of the airplane. 
Peculiar that a ll this should be Japan ese, 
I thought-ordinary flu sh riveting, quick 
fasteners to be found in any s tandard 
stock catalogue, construction in accord­
ance with genera lly accepted engineering 
methods. But then I found myself near 
a wing tip and decided to investigate its 
method of folding. My musings were in­
terrupted, for at last I had hit upon some­
thing Oriental. Almost hidden, flush with 
the und ersurface of the wing near the 
tip, is an oval, spring-loaded plunger 
which locks a small trapdoor, also flu sh 
with the wing surface. If the plunger is 
depressed, a hand may be put into the. 
little trapdoor to grasp a lever, which, 
when pulled down, unlocks the wing tip, 
and, at last, about twenty inches of the 
wing tip can be folded upward . It' s a 

HERE'S WHAT IT L OOKS LIKE 
. ~ood photos of Jap aircraft, so far at least, are scarce, so our artist, Pete Morgan, here gives his 
1mpress1on of a Zero. The little fellow in the background in hot pursuit is a U.S. Corsair. 

re gular puzzle-box of a device. H ere were 
revealed remarkable anti-corrosive prop­
erties, for th e wing ribs, shinin q- under a 
thin priming coat of ligh t blue lacquer, 
had been only washed clean since th ei r 
immersion of several weeks in a saltwater 
marsh . 

To climb into Zeke's cockpit one has to 
ferret out and release, each by its own 
little button, a series of about five sprin g­
loaded step s and stirrups on th e left-hand 
side . These were found and made ready 
and I go t aboard and buckled on my par­
achute. The seat has a co nsiderabl e 
amount of vertical travel and I moved it 
up and down until I judge d m y position 
to be best. Surprisingly enough, although 
I am over fi ve feet ten inche tall, I 
found it comfortable, wearing a seat-type 
parachute, to adju st the seat t o about it s 
mid position. But leg room is at a prem ­
ium. The little rudder bar, centrally piv­
oted, may be m oved in a fore and aft di­
rection about four inch es . When I firs t 
hoarded Zeke J found the adjustment to 
he fuli fo rward , and there I am sure it 
wili remain for any Ameri can pilot wh o 
may fly it. 

Mutterin g and g t:umblin g ove r my 
cramped legs , I bega n to review th e cock­
pit systematically. Alth ough J had di s­
cussed Zeke and it s flyin g qualitie s with 
the pilot who had brought the airplane 
across the country, I wanted to be sure 
I was familiar with my surroundi ngs for 
this first flight. Here were all the in stru ­
ments and levers and gadgets common to 
our own fig-hter aircraft. You might ex­
pect that thinl!S would be arran ged fr om 
bottom up or fr om ri gh t to left, but that 
isn't the case; the whol e is arranged with 
the same amount of logic and natural 
appeal employed by American and Brit­
ish manufacturers-and no more. 

At the pilot's left is the throttle, which 
is a bit unusual. At the top of the thro t­
tl e handle is a small button which the 
pilot us ed to select his guns. Wh en the 
button was pulled aft by the thumb, th e 
two synchro ni zed 7.7-mm. gun s, which li e 
in channels near the top of th e fuselage 
and fire through the propelier di sk, could 
he fired. When the butt-on w as pushed 
forward. the whole battery, whi ch in­
cludes th e two 7.7-mm. guns and also a 
20-mm. cannon mounted just outboard of 
the propeller disk in each win g, could h e 
fir ed. Th e trigger is al so m ounted on th e 
throt tle. Pivoted near the base of the 
handle. it is grasped by the fing-ers to fir e 
th e selected g-uns mechanically through 
a Bowden cable. Nearby is a quadrant 
for a manual mixture control lever. Di­
rectly und er th e throttl e li es th e propeller 
gove rnor con trol quadrant. The Japan­
ese characters on thi s quadrant fascinated 
me fo r som e time, probably because they 
are so clearly cut into the metal of th P. 
arc and are easily visible to th e pilot. I 
had decidecl that thev must be numb ers 
and probabl y indicated certain r.p.m. O ne 
dav I cooied them into a n o teb ook and 
asked a fri end to translate. Imag ine my 
surpri se when I was told that thev were 
pronounced som ethin g like "pui·o-pera 
pittsi" and meant. in phonetic Japanese 
(Romaji), "propeller pitch." Quite a let­
down . 

The first instrument to meet the eve 
says, plainly and s tran gely enough, "radio 
compass," jus t like that: and it was de­
livered with the airplane, too. This is the 
only direct offender, however, and the 
remaining in strum ents, although vaguely 
familiar in appearance, were made in 

(Continued from page 7) 
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FE's Must Know Ditching Drill 
Herewith is rhe third in a series of articles 

dealing with the Flight Engineer and his duties, 
by Sqdn. Ldr. G. Adan:s, RAF. 

"SAY, Joe, can you swim?" Of 
course you may never need to, 

but if you are going to be a flight engin­
eer it is a handy accomplishment to have 
anyway. In fact you can't be a really 
good flight engineer without it. The drill 
for abandoning a ditched four-engined 
aircraft usually shows the fli ght engineer 
as first out. As flight engineers are valu­
able blokes, this is a good thing, but be­
ing first out imposes certain obligations 
on you. You have to see the others out 
and to know how to handle the dinghy 
under all conditions. 

The modern fotll·-engined aircraft is 
mighty tough. It will usually get home 
if any two of the four engines keep going, 
its self-sealing fuel tanks will stand a lot 
of punishment before they leak, while on 
many occasions photographs in the press 
have shown how robust is the main s truc­
ture. evertheless from time to time an 
aircraft ditches and its crew is dependent 
on the dinghy. 

Existing in all theatres of war, and at 
the moment particularly well developed 
in the European theatre, is a highly suc­
cessful organization known as the Air 
Sea Rescue Service. Equipped with am­
phibious aircraft, high speed launches, 
and airborne lifeboats, it has rapidly 
built up a reputation as an "always get 
yo u home" outfit. But it is largely de­
pendent on your co-operation both before 
and after you ditch, and for this reason a 
drill applicable to your type has been de­
veloped and should be put into effect a s 
soon as it even appears possible that you 
may have to ditch. You will be taught 
this drill during type training. The en­
gineer will usuall y be fully occupied try­
ing to prevent ditching until it hecom PS 
inevitable, and then he takes his place in 
the ditching drill. 

Carried in s ide the aircraft are one or 
nr orc emergency packs co ntainin g addi­
tional food, water and eq uipment and a 
dinghy radio. Each of these is allotterl to 
a m ember of the crew to carry out with 
him as he leaves the aircraft. The dinghy 
itself is operated automaticall y by an im­
mersion switch , but there is a hand con­
trol in side the aircraft, and to make 
doubly sure the engi neer should operate 
this when the aircraft has finallv come 
to rest. It is, of course, possible to ditch 
a modern a irc raft and to board the 
dinghy without getting eve n your feet 
wet, but on the other hand wi nd and sea 
may make the dinghy difficult to manage 
unless you know your drill. 

Although the dinghy is frail looking, it 
is actually robust and seaworthy. Many 
cases have been recorded of crews hav­
ing been rescued after over seven . days 
in a dinghy. Such cases have of course 
usually occurred when damage to the 
radio installation has prevented an S.O.S. 
being sent to base, and the Air Sea R es­
cue Service has then had the job of start­
ing at the last reported position of the 
aircraft and making a search. It is in 
such cases, too, that the vital necessity 
of having brought all the emergency 
packs into the dinghy is apparent, for 
quite apart from the food and water car-

( Continued on page 9) 

PICK RIGHT VICTIMS 
BY D OG-TAG SYSTEM 

The wild and fanatical fighting Goums 
of the Fifth Army find it difficult to dis­
tinguish between Nazis and Allies, since 
they speak neither English nor. German, 
so they have developed an eene, nerve­
shaking system all their own. 

Many an American G.I. has suddenlv 
been seized from behind bv a strong hand 
around his throat, while slipping along in 
the dark. Then, while he is held there un­
able to b_reathe or make a sound, the grim 
Goum wtll unbutton his shirt and feel for 
his dog- tags. If they are of the proper 
shape for an American soldier he is re­
leased and his captor disappears into the 
night. As to what happens otherwise-a 
lot of Nazis are found in the mornings 
with slit throats. 

ZEKE---PRISONER OF WAR 
(Coutinued from page 6) 

Japan. All of the numerals employed on 
the dial faces are Arabic and, for·tunately, 
below the Japanese names of the in stru­
ments is taped the English equivalent. 
'There is an altimeter arranged in thou­
san.ds of ~eters and an airspeed meter 
calibrated tn knots, .iust as in the air­
planes of our navy. Centrallv located is 
a large rubber-cased unit which contains 
quite good imitations of a well-known 
turn an.d bank indicator and gyro horizon. 
There ts a clock which looks like a clock 
and a rate of climb indicator which is 
gr_aduated to two thousand meters per 
mtnute. The fuel pressure and oil pres­
sure are indicated on the basis of kilo­
grams per sq uare centimeter, and it took 
some time to become accustomed to fl y­
ing with an oil pressure of 5.6 and a fuel 
pressure of .24 . A tachometer oil tem­
perafure gauge and manifold' pressure 
gauge complete the en gine instruments. 
The Japanese compass is highly damned · 
and its action is therefore rather slu ggish. 

To the right of the cockpit are two 
small hand cranks controllin g the oi l 
coo ler shutters and the engine cowl flap s. 
Over in the corner is a bulbous e lbow 
with a spout which is a cockpit ven til­
ator. I have always forgotten to test this 
in flight, probably because the natural 
ventilation provided by the flimsy cockpit 
hood has always been more than ade­
quate. Radio transmitter and receiver 
are mounted alongside the right-hanrl side 
and the controls nearby. Grouped to­
gether, but rather awkwardly located for 
easy. handling, are the lancfing gear and 
landmg flap controls. The operations are 
clear and well defined, however and an 
automatic stop is provided to' prevent 
accidental retraction when the airp la-ne is 
not a irborne. 

The J aps must attach considerable im­
portance to landing with gear extended. 
for on a special panel are nine small 
lights, one for each condition of each 
wheel: green when down and locked, am­
ber when unlocked, and red when up and 
locked. Then each main landing leg has 
a visual mechanical indicator which is 
flush with the wing when the wheel is re­
tracted and rises several inches as the 
wheels are extended. And, in addition to 
all that, there is a warning howler con­
ventionally connected to the throttle! 

The cockpit checkout was satisfactory 
and, with the aid of a mechanic and a 
helper to crank and engage the hand 
inertia starter, I started the engine. It 
seemed to take considerable time to get 
the oi l temperature up, but in due cou rse 
the ground tests could be made, and I 
signalled for the chocks to be removed. 
Rolling onto the taxi strip, I rea li zed 
that the warnings of poor braking power 
were well-found ed, and that I had to taxi 
very slowly. In a peculiar fashion the 
brake-pedal motion is transmitted to the 
master-brake cylinders thr ough Bowden 
cables, instead of by a direct mechanical 
linkage. I began to wonder about the 
landing run, particularly si nce Zeke has 
no lockable tail wheel. But a steady 
breeze was lying on a good runway and, 
as I turned into a take-off position, I be­
gan to look forward to the flight. 

The tower flashed a green light and I 
began to ease the throttle. Since I am a 
carrier pilot of co nsiderable exper ience, I 
held the brakes to let the power build up . 
Rut in this case it didn't do m uch good, 
for we started to roll by the time the en­
gine had reached 1200 r.p.m. The auto­
matic boost control seemed to be ope r­
ating well and full throttle produced 35" 
Hg and 2550 r.p.m. The ru n was very 
short and easily controll ed and Zeke and 
I were soon in the air. 

At first there was a short di sappoi nt­
ment, for the ground crew's efforts to 
put the engin e hydraulic pump into work­
ing order had failed, and I had to pump 
by hand for a long time to get the gear 
up. But, by the ti!lle I had leveled off and 
settled down at five or six thousand feet 
over Anacostia, I knew that Zeke was go­
ing to be fun to flv. 

The visibility out of this airplane is 
excell ent. There is good, healthy stick 
movement to produce a maneuver. Zeke 
has positive stability about each axis. The 
stall is mild, easi ly recovered from and 
occurs at a very low speed for a fighter. 
At moderate speeds the rolling velocity 
is high, and this, coupled with a des irably 
low wing loadi ng, produces this airp lane's 
famous maneuverability. Also its climb­
ing speed is high. Th ese things a fighter 
pilot particularly likes. 

But as I was flyin g about, en joying 
these good qualities, I bega n to imagin e 
myself in combat in this airp la ne. Part 
of that excellent visibi lity com es from a 
complete lack of armour protection for 
the pilot. The remarkable climb a nd the 
low wing loading result, in part, fr om 
weight saved at the expense of self-seal­
ing fuel tanks and armour. These sacri­
fices don't pay di;vidends. A look at th e 
box score in the South Pacific for th e 
past year certainly illustrates this! 

So I brought Zeke back to the field. 
The approach was m ost comfo rtabl e, with 
good control, a nd the landin g was made 
with all the ease of a train er. 

Since then I have made many fl ights 
in the Zero and they have n ever fai led to 
be interesting. We have found that its 
ai lerons really do become stiff at high 
speeds, and it becomes increas in g ly dif­
ficult to maneuver. We sti ll don't like to 
dive Zeke at speeds near it s terminal 
velocity because of some uncertainty as 
to its structural strength. The airplan e 
has been flown in direct comparison of 
climbs and speeds and ceilings and man­
euvers with nearly all modern American 
army and navy fighters. Th e results of 
such comparisons are ·not at present gen­
erally available, but we feel that _they have 
been of valu e to the operating squadrons. 

-Reprinted by permission of Air Progress 
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Meet the Educational Staff 

W HO prepares those pretty maps 
of the war fronts that we find in 

th e Airmen's mess and in other spots 
around the station? 

Who is responsible for the preparation 
of our up-to-the-minute noon newscasts? 

Wh o obtains the speakers for th ose in­
teresting lectures on current events? 

Whom do you see if you wi sh to en­
roll for one of the Canadian Legion cor­
respondence courses? 

To whom do you go for help if you 
get stuck in your Legion studies? 

Wh o organizes th e trade improvement 
classes for in structors? 

\;v'h o prepares th e pictur.es on current 
events fo r th e Station Library? 

Who can g ive you all the latest "gen" 
on rehabilitation? 

Wh o runs th e evening classes for 
ground crew personnel intending to re­
mu ster to air crew? 

Wh o conducts the classification tests? 
Th e answer is the Educational Officers 

and their assistants, th e Clerks Educa­
tional. For these gentl em ent comprise 
the mos t hard-working- and long-suffer­
in g group that you will find at TTS. And 
if vou don't think that thev are long-suf­
fering, ask Sgt. Vic R ea. He claims that 
he never h eard of any o th er job with so 
much overtime work without overtime 
pay. F or th e educational sta ff, evening 
classes are the rul e rather than the ex­
ception. 

First of th e Educational Officers to ar­
rive at TTS was F/0 Norman Wilde, 
from Dauphin , Man .. in July, 1942. 

Flying Officer Wilde is a native of 
Winnipeg. Completing his education at 
the University of Manitoba with th e de­
gree of Bachelor of Science, he was em­
ployed in both academic and tech ni cal 
in truction in various schools in Mani­
toba, chief of which was the David Liv­
ingstone School in Winnipeg. H e was 
o riginally commissioned as a link train­
er instructor, having completed the 
course in that trade at th e Eglinton Hunt 
Club in T oront o. Pos ted to Dauphin, 
Man., he se rved there as link in st ructor 
before hi s remuste r to Educatio nal Offi­
cer early in 1942. After completin g the 
U nit Educational Officer's course at Ot­
tawa, he return ed to Dauphin In that 

capacity, but was soon posted to TTS, 
St. Thomas. 

His chief concern at present is with 
technical in struction , for he n ow serves 
as Technical Educational Officer and, 
when not lecturi ng, may usually he 
found in his office in hangar No. 17. He 
arranges the trade improvement classes 
for instructors in the technical trades, 
conducts basic tests for backward train­
ees, interviews potential instructot·s, etc., 
and is always willing to give a helping 
hand to any man who is in difficulties 
with his studies. 

F /0 Wilde is married and lives in St. 
Thomas. H e has a 20-m onth s-old daugh­
ter, his "pride and joy." His pet hobby 
is mathematics- claims that if a man 
knows algebra he can have him doing 
calculus after 10 minutes' instruction. 

F/0 J oh n Coombs, the unit Educa­
ti o nal Officer, hai ls fr om Melbourne, 
Ont. H e is a grad uate of the Un ivers ity 
of \¥estern Ontario (B.A.), and the On­
tari o College of Education, where he ob­
tained his high schoo l principal' s certifi­
cate. 

F /0 Coombs enli sted at T o ronto in 
October, 1942. with the ambition of be­
co ming a navi gation in structor. At that 
time, howeve r, there was· a considerable 
demand for unit Educational Officers, 
and he was sent to Lachine to take the 
course in that trade. Graduating with a 
commission as pilot officer, he was post­
ed to Aylmer, Ont., and the next day af­
t er arriving at Aylmer was posted to 
TTS, where he has served ever s ince. 

A s unit Educational Officer, he is con­
cerned with a multitude of duti es which 
are of an educational nature. but which 
are n ot directly conn ected with technical 
instruction. 

H e endeavors to keep the station per­
sonnel fully informed as to the progress 
of the war and to that end has in stall ed 
maps of the various war fr onts at stra­
tegic points around the station. On these 
maps , th e positions of th e contendin g 
armies are indicated and changed as the 
fortunes of war bring about alterations. 
Up-to-date photos of important current 
events are mounted and displayed in the 
stat ion li brary with the same end in 
view. 

THE EDUCATIONISTS AT WORK 
Sgt. Ivan Hagerman, left above, teaches maths to the FE's. while F / 0 ] . 0 . Kerr, seated, to the 

right, teaches engineering science. The other desk-worker is F JO John Coombs, the unit educational 
officer. while at the far right is Sgt. Vic Rea, his assistant. Insert is F j O Norman Wilde , now technical 
educational officer. 

-----------------------------
A complete news coverage is present­

ed over the P.A. system in the Airmen' s 
mess every noon. This news round-up is 
prepared every morning by F /0 Coombs 
in co-operation with the editor of the St. 
Thomas Times-Journal, who phones in 
the latest news flashes just before our 
announcer goes on the air. 

Another phase of the duties of the unit 
Educational Officer is to provide facili­
ties for correspondence courses from 
various univers ities and other educational 
institutions to personnel who wish to 
prepare themselves for post-war employ­
m ent. The range of subjects available is 
extensive, though the most popular sub­
jects appear to be poultry raising and 
radio. 

F / 0 Coombs is also an authority on 
rehabilitation, and is always pleased to 
give helpful advice to anyone desiring in­
formation on this subject. In particular, 
discharged personnel are provided with 
all the necessary dakl to enable them to 
co ntact the appropriate auth orities and 
to arrange for early establi shment in th e 
trade or profession which they have 
selected. 

F/0 Coombs is secretary of the sta­
tion lib rary committee. He presides at 
any university examinations written by 
service personnel, ar ran ges trade im ­
provement classes for M.T. drivers, clerks 
a nd chefs, contacts speakers for lectures 
on current even ts, etc. With all these 
duties and a few others that we have 
neglected to ment ion , F / 0 Coombs a nd 
hi s assistant, Sgt. Vic Rea, are very busy 
men. 

To Sgt. Rea usually falls the duty of 
lecturin g on aircraft recognition, math­
ematics, navigation and Morse to ground 
crew personnel preparing for remuster to 
air crew. Th ese classes are taken in the 
evenings, so Vic usually puts in a 12-hour 
day. 

Vic is not very sure of hi s nationalitv. 
He was born in Belfast. Ireland, emi­
grati ng to the U.S.A. with his parents 
when he was 12 years old. He li ved in 
Havre, Montana, until 1923. when the 
family pulled up s takes and moved to 
Shawnavon, Sask. As hi s father is a nat­
ura li zed American, Vic claims American 
citizenship whenever it happens to suit 
his purpose. He can also be ve ry Iri sh 
upon occas ion. Hi s father, by the way, 
is now in Scotland with the 5th Canad ian 
Forestry Corps. 

Sgt. R ea has two years' uni vf'r sitv 
trainin g to his credit at the Universitv of 
Saskatchewan, and also h old s a first class 
teacher's permit fr om the Moosejaw Nor­
m al School. H e taught school at Rose­
town and Plato, Sask., before jo' nin g the 
R CA F in 1940. 

Vic is one of the o ld-t imers at TTS, 
havin g arrived here in Octobe r, H1-W, 
fr om Brandon Manning Pool as an air­
fram e m echani c. He remu stered to Clerk 
Educational J an uary 1st, 1943. 

Married, with three children, he hasn't 
much tim e for hobbies, but indul g-es in 
severa l spo rts. He has a number of med ­
als attesting to his badminton prowess , 
and plays a mean game of co ntract 
bridge, where he shows a decided weak­
ness for slam bids-sometimes he makes 
them. 

Two comparative newcomers on the 
TTS scene are F / 0 J. 0. Kerr and his 
assistant, Sgt. I van Hagerman, at pres­
ent employed in teaching mathematics 
and engineering science to fli ght engin-

(Continued on page 9) 
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T R~DE BORRD 

TRUE OR FALSE 
By FIS Gay 

1 • An amphibian is a biplane with the 
top main plane larger than the lower. 

2 • The undercarriage must be re­
moved to locate the jacking points 
of an aircraft. 

3 • The lay shafts of magnetos rotate 
at H times engine speed. 

4 • There is a salt bath on this station. 
5 • Pinking shears are fractures caused 

by using low octane fuel. 
6 • All air.craft hydraulic systems util-

ize the same type of liquid . 
7 • Lodestone is a magnetic material. 
8 • Nickel is a non-ferrous alloy. 
9 • ·The number of cylinders on a rad­

ial engine govern th e speed of the 
cam ring. 

10 • There are eight members of the 
Air Council. 

(Answers in next column of this page.) 

MEET THE EDUCATIONISTS 
(Continued from page 8) 

eers. They present 33 lectures each week 
in these subjects. 

F / 0 Kerr, recently promoted from 
Pilot Officer, is the flight engineers' 
Educational Officer. A former high 
school teacher, hailing from Sydney. 
N .S., he obtained his degree as Master of 
Arts at Acadia University. H e taug ht 
physics for ten years at Sydney Academy 
before joining the RCAF. Like the rest 
o f th e educational staff, he is married. 
Radi o is his hobby and swimming his 
fav orite sport. 

Sgt. Ivan Hagerman, when first ap­
proach ed by your reporter and question­
eel regarding his personal history, turned 
a deep shade of red, muttered something 
abo ut ances tors and horse thieves, and 
beat a ha st y retreat. 

,We finally cornered him, however, and 
resigning himself to the inevitable, he 
broke clown and gave us the following 
information. Peterborough, Ont., is his 
home town. He has been happily mar­
ried for the space of one year. An under­
g-raduate of th e University of Western 
O ntari o, he is a school teacher, havin g 
taught at Cambridge College, Toronto , 
a nd as principal of the Haliburton public 
school. 

Sgt. Hagerman joined the air force 
originally as a wireless electrica l mech­
anic, but soon remustered to Clerk Edu­
cational, se rving in that capacity at No. 5 
Mannin g D epot and No. 1 "Y" Depot at 
Lachine before coming to TTS. 

His favorite sports are badminton and 
fi shi ng, and his hobby is cabinet-making, 
at which h"' is something of an expert. 

Station Chatter 
{Continued from page 3) 

hi s leg. "Well," says the NCO, "don't 
waste time-start doing push-ups!" 

It's Only an Airman 
Unhappily already this season four air­

men from this station have lost their 
lives through drowning, three at the in­
famous Port Stanley tragedy, and one at 
Pinafore Park. Naturally, accidents will 
happen, and that seems to have been th e 
case in each of the four drownings. It is 
true also that we as a group may be too 
prone to take unnecessary chances with 
our swimmin g abilities- something that 
frequently !ears to a fatality. Poss ibly 
this is what prompted the entry in D.R.O. 
the other day on the "don'ts" of swim­
ming-common se nse principles that all 
should remember. 

H owever, aside from all this, whenever 
an accident of this nature occurs it is a 
tragedy to the family and friends of the 
victim-a shock just as great as if the 
person had given up hi s life on a bomb­
ing mission or o n a beachhead, perhaps 
more so due to its unexpectedness. And 
when one hears remarks such as attend­
ed the drowning of the airman at Pina­
fore Park late in Jun e, one wonders what 
kind of people inhabit this country-this 
glorio us democracy, that we are fighting 
for. 

It appears that when news of the 
tragedy had spread through the park one 
woman came running up to another near 
the scene and asked excitedly who it was 
that had drowned, the second woman is 
reported to have replied, "Oh, it's only 
an airman!" Whereupon the first r e­
sponded with a callous "That's good!" 

"It's only an airman!" ... Ladies, we 
here and our brothers-in-arms who are 
dying overseas thank you for your heart­
felt sentiment! 

Answers to True or False 
True-4, 7, 10. 
False-1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 8, 9. 

THE "TRIPLE-LOOK" GIRL 
This is the latest title for beauteous Jeanne 

Crain, movie newcomer-to be seen in "Home in 
Indiana." Two looks aren' t enough-at least that ' s 
the explanation we hear. Cute, though, don't you 
think? 

HALF MILLIO N CHI NE SE 
BU lL T B.-29 AI RF I E LDS 

China (CNS)-Credit for building the 
Chinese bases from which tl1e AAF's 
e;iant B-29's bombed the Japanese main­
land goes to 500.000 Chinese laborers who 
turn ed in one of the biggest construction 
jobs in hi story in only three months -
u si ng only their hands, hammers and 
wheelbarrows. 

As there was no cemPnt, asphalt or 
other binding materials in the airfield 
area, the Chinese built the fi eld s near 
rivP.rs whicl, contained most of the nat­
ural materials. 

FE'S MUST KNOW DRILL 
{Continued on page 7) 

ried, the additional means of signalling 
may be the means of drawing attention 
to the dinghy when it mi ght otherwise 
rem ain unseen. 

All this, of course, means that you mu st 
know your dinghy drill thoroughly and 
vet fo r so me reason th ere exists a ten­
dency to neglect it, to beli eve that if any­
thin g does happen that vou can get by 
somehow. Nothing could be further from 
the truth as statistics iss ued bv the Amer­
ican 8th Air Force show. When they 
fir s t started operating in the European 
theatre their crew losses on ditchin gs 
were 100 per cent. In a word, not a man 
was saved. Then they began to in s ist 
that all crews learned their ditching drill 
properly and immediately losses in ditch­
in g dropped to about 30 per cent, whil e 
nowadays they are probably far less . And 
yet in spite of insistence on th ese drills 
some of our own crews are rescued al­
most in spite of themse.Ives as the fol-
lowing cases show. ' 

A man was rescued from a dinghy in 
which he was sitting up to his waist in 
icy water. He was in desperate straits 
fr om hunger, thirst and exposure . He 
said he had been in the din ghy for three 
day s without food or water or any equip­
ment except a box to sit on. The "box" 
was ?ctually the emergency pack and 
conta1ned food , water and a bailer for 
keepin g the dinghy dry. 

The second case was in a way even 
worse, as a whole crew was involved. A 
Lancaster II aircraft returning from a 
raid was in difficulties from lack of fuel. 
No message was sent to base and no 
S.O.S. was sent until the aircraft was 
practically down to sea level, so that it 
was not received. When the aircraft was 
ditched the crew successfully boarded the 
dinghy and cast off and it was then found 
that the dinghy radio and emerge ncy 
packs had been left behind. When picked 
up soon afterwards the crew complained 
that the emergency pack that should 
have been with the dinghy had not been 
there, but an investigation revealed that 
they had as they said cut BOTH painters 
holding the dinghy to the aircraft. Since 
there is onl y one painter and th e o ther is 
a safety lin e securing the emergency pack 
to the din ghy, it was obvious that not 
o nly had they failed to brin g with th em 
the packs from the aircraft, but th ey had 
cut away the one that was already on the 
dinghy. 

As we have said, you will be taught 
th ese drills during your type training, 
but ri ght now the job is to learn to swim. 
A man who can't swim, who is suddenly 
to ld he is going clown into the sea fifty 
miles from land in the middl e of the 
ni gh t has left it a bit late to start learn­
ing. 
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What's Doing 
with the WDs 

ByLAW Olson 

Weddings, engagements, postings to 
and from TTS, sports, track and so on 
ad infinitum, the WD's have had a busy 
month since last we went to press. Three 
more overseas postings came to these 
lucky gals: Anne Henderson, M.T. 
driver; Grace Simpson, telephone oper­
ator; and Laura Gamble, clerk general. 
Laura makes the seventh clerk general 
to go from here in two months-we've 
been considering a remuster! 

. From out West, via the grapevine, 
comes word that Cpl. Alice Savage, an 
old TTS girl, is also going over. AI. left 
here to remuster W.P.T. and D. All her 
friends will wish her well. 

The M.T. section lost another mem­
ber with LAW Hicks' departure to Rock­
cliffe to join those other TTS girls, Fit. 
Sgt. Mary Crew and Sgt. Mary Keays. 
We lost our WD officer this month­
yes, we know-what, again? Miss Fen­
ton's posting to Dunnville came just as 
she was getting nicely settled after her 
jaunt to Trenton, and we welcome Miss 
McKinnon in her stead. Cpl. Sarah Janes 
returned from Trenton, very full of 
knowledge-C.A.P. 90 and K.R. Air! 

Back to civvie street this month went 
Cpl. Audrey Ball, LAW's Anne Johnson , 
Margaret Wylie, J ean Comrie, Betty 
Whipps ·and Thelma Fullerton, and last 
but certainly not least, Cpl. Clark, whose 
many illnesses this past year failed to 
down her spirit and endeared her to 
everyone. 

Around the Diamond 
The WD softball team has been get-

ting a full quota of games these days, 
losing some, winning others, which is all 
as it should be. 

June 15 saw the game with Aylmer. 
Our reporter wasn't sure of the final 
tally, but we scored an overwhelming 
victory, and the girls consider it our best 
game. 

June 19, the Weatherhead girls played 
a return engagement and despite their 
"secret weapon," we won. That old bunt­
ing trick isn't foolproof, girls. 

Fingal trimmed the local gals again to 
the tune of 11-4 in the June 22 game. 
Perhaps Bea (Shorty) Dietrich's absence 
had something to do with it, but as the 
girls said, "no spectacular plays, all er­
rors." Incidentally, this was Laura Gam­
ble's last game before her posting over­
seas. June 29 the g irls journeyed farther 
afield to play Clinton at Crumlin. Once 
our girls got really going, there was no 
holding them and we brought home the 
bacon, 25-17. Some score! Home runs 
were scored by Chris Sivertson, Audrey 
Dahmer and Helen Brown. The girls 
were served lunch after the game and 
entertained with a dance in the R ecrea­
tion Hall. Ju st in passing, we might say 
that the little dark gal holding down 
Clinton's first base, who took all the mer­
ciless ribbing. was Cpl. Meta Perry, for­
merly at TTS. 

The team is in the market for another 
topnotch pitcher after this last game, as 
Betty KaJar, who has been holding down 
the mound, has been compelled to give 
up the game for an indefinite period. 

Track Meet 
The next event of most interest to 

WD's is the annual track and field meet 
held in London the end of July, and the 
Command meet in Toronto the first part 
of Au gust. The gals have been out on 
the track these warm evenings, getting 
into shape (don't take us wrong), and 
we can depend on them to make a good 

BATTER UP! 
As we promised you last month. here's the picture of the W·D softball team-uniforms and all­

which has been upholding the honor of TTS. Seated. left to right, are: Sgt. F. ] . Hughes, assistant coach ; 
LAW W ightman; Sgt. I. B. Dietrick, captain; F it. Sgt. W . M usselwhite, manager; Cpl. B. K . Hall; 
L AW L. P . Hodges; and Sgt. F . ] . Tammaro, coach. Standing, left to right, are: LAW C. Sivertson; 
L AW F . E. Laird; Sgt. F. I. Sullivan ; LAW W . A. Dahmer ; Cpls. H . I. Brown, M . Boggust and 
V. Shatford. Not shown in the picture are LAW B. ]. K alak, Cpl. ] . W . M iller and LAW A, M. Fer• 
guson. Another member of the team, LAW L . F. Gamble, was recently posted oversea~. 

show'ng-Cpls. Barb, Hall, H elen Brown, 
LAW's Chris Sivertson, Marion McKellar. 
"Mike" Wightman, Fern Laird and Hut­
chinson. 

The sports committee found itself 
pared down to only Helen Brown after 
the postings of the other members. so 
Cpl. Marg. Boggust and LAW Chris 
S ivert son are now serving in the official 
capacities. 

Beachmount D iary 
Things are looking bright down at 

Beachmount these clays. After the first 
week-end guests had spent their 48's 
there, it was decided there was room for 
improvements and so, after the necessary 
wheels were put in motion, double-decker 
bunks, blankets and bedding. and rations 
were provided from the station. This not 
only makes for comfort, but provides al­
most double the sleeping accommodation . 
The YWCA hostess arrived July 1st and 
has settled herself in for the summer, in 
charge of procuring necessary rati ons, 
getting laundry done and calling- the 
baker. the iceman, and a million and one 
little household tasks. It's a grand place 
to spe nd your spare time, girls. Ju s t ask 
anyone who has been there. 

W eddings 
Weddings and engagements seem to 

be the order of the clay, hearing out the 
old idea of June brides. We slipped uo 
on Mabel Piper's marriage to LAC 
Brown, of Jarvis. Sorry, Mabel, you 
should tell u s these things. 

The Postal Section have been middle­
aisling in earnest thi s month, with two 
very pretty weddings in the Protestant 
chapel. On Thursday. June 22, Padre 
Caulfield married Col. Jun e Nelson, 
postal clerk, and Col. Sidney Band, flight 
engineer trainee. This was a real war­
time romance, budded and blossomed 
here on the station. The bride wore a 
pink street length dress with white acces­
sories and wore a corsage of red roses. 
and her on ly attendant, LAW I sabel 
Greaves, wore a li ght blue Redin gate 
dress and matching vei l, and wore a cor­
sage of pink roses . Ma_ior (Skippy) Keay 
gave the bride in marriage. 

Thursday, June 2!'J, saw LAC Charles 
Foster, of the station band, and LAW 
Mary Wheeler, postal clerk, united in 
matrimony. The romance began las t fall 
when the band arr ived here from Gander, 
and culminated in a very pretty ceremony 
in the chapel, Padre Caulfield officiating. 
The hride, give n away by W / C A . G. 
Vince, commandin g officer, was lovely in 
white and carried reel roses. Her attend­
ant. LA Vv I sahel Greaves (twice now, 
Isabel, your turn next?), wore pink and 
ca rried ·yellow roses. The members of 
the band were all on hand and played 
the youn g couple from the chaoel to the 
main gate with . rousing renditions of 
"They Are J o il y Good Fellows." "Roll 
Out the Barrel" and the imm ortal Lohen­
gr in . eedless to sav they all formed a 
si ngle line to kiss the bride, too, and 
we'd hate to say some of them got in line 
twice! 

The next weddin g was that of Cpl. 
Vera Biggs, who was married at her 
home in St. Thomas on Tuesday, July 4. 
And we are told that Sgt. Bea Dietrich's 
third finger, left hand, sparkler is from 
her own Gerald McGrath of Leroy, Sask. 
Cecilia Waywhite's weddin g plans for 
June 24 were rudely shattered when 
C.P.O. David Lizmore, R.C.N., was post­
ed out to duty unexpectedly. That's war­
time, it seems, and the uncertainties of 
fate. 
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GLEE CLUB HOLDS OUTING 

The chief event of the last month's 
activities of the TTS Glee Club was the 
Sunday outin g to Iona, where the Glee 
Club took both the morning and the even­
ing anniversary services. C. R. Kil gour, 
Mus. Bac., YMCA Supervisor, arranged 
the outing and directed the choir. 

In the morning service the choir sang 
the "Dutch Hymn of Thanksgiving" and 
"J esu, Priceless Treasure." LAW Skel­
ton sang "How Lovely Are Thy Dwell­
ings," by Liddle. 

After the service the choir separated to 
the different farm homes for dinners. 
During the afternoon, the group came to­
gether again for hiking, games and swim­
ming. 

In the evening, almost everyone was 
thoroughly drenched by a local thunder­
shower so that the rendition of "Nobody 
Knows the Trouble I've Seen" was sin­
g ularly appropriate. The ladies' section 
sang the ever popular "Evening Prayer" 
from "Hansel and Gretel," and "J esu, 
Priceless Treasure" was repeated by pop­
ul ar request. Sgt. Kay Alvin gave a fine 
rendition of "Bless This House," by 
Brahe. 

Altogether, it was a very fine day. 
More of these outin gs may be held later 
on in the summer. 

The Glee Club had another outin g early 
in July that proved to be a popular af­
fair when they journeyed to Port Stanley 
for a weiner roast. The affair was ar­
ranged by a committee consisting of Sgt. 
Kay Alvin and Cpl. Sarah Janes, of the 
WD's, and LAC Ed. Weber. The com­
mittee plans to have a corn roast in the 
fall. 

Isolationist 

"Stand up," shouted the colored 
evangeli st, "if you want to go to 
heaven." 

Everybody stood up but one man. 
"Don't you want to go to heaven, 

my brother?" shouted the preacher. 
"Sho," said the old man, "but ah 

ain't gain' with no excursion." 

-TaD Skid, Lawson Field 

Which One Would You 
Fire At? 

Not at No. 1! It's the RAF' s American 
built "Baltimore," mid-wing medium 
bomber powered with two radial engines. 
It has a deep waisted fuselage with a 
pointed nose. Both edges of the wings 
taper to rounded tips. The engine na­
celles extend· beyond the trailing edge of 
the wings. The tapered tailplane has 
rounded tips and a single fin and rudder. 

Fire at No. 2! It's "Lily," a Jap mid­
wing, twin engine medium bomber. The 
slab-s ided, deep-waisted fuselage has a 
rounded nose which extends well ahead 
of the engines. The leading edge of the 
wings is almost straight while the trail­
ing edge is swept forward to rounded tips. 
The leading edge of the tailplane is swept 
back and the trailing edge is curved . 

" MY VOLUNTEER MEDAL" 

I have a pretty ribbon here 
To wear upon my breast; 
I must wear it, the orders say, 
Along with all the rest. 
Eighteen months of Army life 
In Canada's fair domain, 
And two months here of Army life 
Without misdeeds or stain. 

To have all this entitles me 
To flaunt this dainty thing; 
The only fun I've missed, I guess, 
Is that visit to the King. 
Where, when I swelled my manly chest 
Midst roars of loud acclaim, 
He'd pin it there, and shake my hand, 
Fair maids would breathe my name. 

It's nice to have a medal, 
They're all a part of war; 
It's nice to wear a ribbon, 
But what the hell's it for? 
l've never been in action, 
I've never faced a gun, 
I've never seen a J erry, 
I've had no chance to run. 

T don't feel a bit "heroic" 
\ N"ith this upon my breast; 
Lord help the poor, misguided one 
Who puts me to the test. 
And coos to me with dreamy eyes: 
"You saviour of our nation, 
What did you do? What does it. mean?" 
Then here's my explanation. 

I know how sorry some will feel, 
The big shots as a mass, 
Because the damn thing isn't made 
Of nice new shiny brass. 
I'll wear it as the orders say, 
I do not think I'll mind. 
At least the R.S.M. can't say 
You're ribbon isn't shined! 

CANADA'S FIRST FLIGHT 
It will probably be news to many that 

the first flight of a heavier-than-air ma­
chine anywhere in the British Empire 
was made in Canada. On Feb. 23, 1909, 
Douglas McCurdy flew for one-half mile 
over the ice on Bras d'Or Lake, Bad­
deck, Nova Scotia, reaching an altitude of 
about thirty feet. 

FOSTER-WHEELER 
Another pretty wedding in the Chapel occurred 

when LAW Mary Wheeler, postal clerk, became 
the bride of LAC Charles Foster, of the station 
band. The romance began last fall when the band 
arrived at TTS from Gander. 

TOLMAN-HUNTER 
Pictured above are Cpl. and Mrs. Lloyd Tol­

man, the latter formerly Doris Hunter of Fine-al, 
who were married recently at Port Stanley. The 
former is an instructor in the E. and I. section at 
TTS. The newlyweds are now living in St. Thomas. 

Wrights' Broomstick Altimeter 
Looking at the amazingly complicated 

instrument board of a modern airliner, 
with its multiplicity of dials, gauges and 
indicators, it is difficult to realize the 
shocking simplicity of the planes used by 
the Wright Brothers in their early flights. 

One day, according the Wall Street 
Journal, during a demonstration flight, a 
reporter asked Wilbur Wright how high 
his brother Orville was flying. Wilbur 
took an old broomstick bearing a series 
of notches, picked up a short piece of 
board, put the two together in angular 
relation of some mysterious sort, held 
them aloft and squinted along the brom­
stick at the plane. 

Then, after looking at the notches, he 
said, "Oh, about 450 feet." 

-The Research Viewpoint. 
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Sports Trophy to No.3 
C ONGRATULATIONS are in or­

der for No. 3 Squadron and Cpl. 
McMillan, who repeated their January 
and February wins to take the C.O.' s 
Sports Trophy for the month of June. 
The series was characterized by closely­
fought games. Closest competition came 
from No. 2 Squadron and the final result 
was in doubt until the very ·end. 

An unusual feature of the month's 
spo rt was that, whi le No. 3 Squadron 
came out on top in aggregate percentage, 
othet· squadron teams took the coveted 
scrolls. This would seem to indicate a 
state of healthy competition among the 
squadrons which augurs well for the July 
sports. I n sof tball and tennis, Cpl. Boyd's 
s tron g teams from No. 5 Squadron went 
through the series without a defeat, whi le 
in lacrosse No. 1 Squadron was equally 
successful. Closes t competition came in 
socce r, where No.2 and No.4 Squadron s 
ended the series tied up. In the playoff 
game No. 5 came out on top with a score 
of 5-l. 

The personnel of the winning teams is 
as follows: 

L acrosse-No. 1 Squadron 
AC2 F. R. Ranson, LAC J. T. Berry, LAC 

W . U . Hobson , LAC K. R. MacKenzie, AC2 
R. G. Puckering, LAC G. I<. Postill, LAC H. 
Wells, LAC R. A. Ward, LAC M. B. Runnal s, 
L.\C L. J. MacDonald. 

Soccer-No. 2 Squadron 
LAC I. R. Abenakew, LAC ]. Stevenson, LAC 

A. E. Chapman, LAC H. I. Smith; LAC W. ] . 
Robertson, LAC J. Shaw, LAC I-I. S. Jackson , 
AC2 S. W. Hitchman, AC2 A. L. Pichette AC2 
L. N. Pallot, AC2 V. Savitsky, AC2 G. Sam~elson 
AC2 M. K. Aaron, LAC A. R. Robbins, Sgt. l 
Drummond. 

Softball-No. 5 Squadron 
AC2's A. R. Hulf, L. H. St. Germain, B. S. 

Garbus, ]. B. L. Noiseux, M . Shack, J. W. Ianni­
cell~, A. E. Stankievech, S. Roitenberg, K. C. 
Pap1ck, Cpls. J. M . H . Louis , D. H. Boyd. 

Tennis--No. 5 Squadron 
Sgt. M. R. Bjork, Cpl. H . S. Porter, AC2's 

]. P. Marchand, J. H. Voisard, W . Wilkinson, 
K. V. Hoffman, W. Prochera, J. G. Forgie , 
] . M. A. Lafond, Cpl. H. Seligman. 

TTS TRACK RECORDS 
As you'll notice in the list of 

coming events, on page 13 of this 
issue, TTS is holding its annual 
station track and field meet on 
A ugust 16, in preparation for th e 
Command meet in Toronto on 
August 19. For those who are go­
ing to take a whack at putting their 
squadron on top, here are the 
marks made in the various events 
in the station meet last year: 

100-yard dash, 11 seconds flat; 
220 yards, 24 2-5 seconds; 440 
yards, 59 3-10· seconds; mile, 5:11; 
running broad jump, 17 feet 4! 
inches; high jump, 5 feet 5i inches; 
discus throw, 112 feet 3 inches; 
shot put (12 pounds), 42 feet 4 
inches; 880-yard relay, 1 minute 
42 6-10 seconds; pol e vault, 9 feet 
!J inches. 

For the WD's, the marks last 
year were: 75-yard dash, 10 4-10 
seco nds; 300-yard relay, 49 8-10 
seconds; high jump, 4 feet 3 inches. 

TTS LOSES 11-6 
The TTS baseball team paid another 

visit to Windsor on July 9, and unluckily 
met with its second defeat there, losing 
11-6 to Ford Local 200, the pace-setting 
team in the Essex County League. 

The TTS pitchers, Johnny Garton and 
A Mingo, were rapped for a total of 15 

hits, includin ga home-run and a couple 
of three-baggers, while their teammates 
were co llecting a total of eight. Garton, 
former Leamington Barons ace in the 
North Essex League· gave up 14 hits in 
seven and one-third innings, while Mingo, 
former Niagara Senior League star, gave 
up one in the remainder of the game. 
The TTS defence was w eaken ed by the 
absence of their regular third baseman, 
due to injuries, and Pitt, who filled in , 

HERE'S THE ARCHERY COMMITTEE 
Pictured above are the members of the committee w hich rules the destinies of the popular A rchery 

Club. Seated is Sgt. M . E . Pearson, WD, while standing, left to right, are Sgt. M . Mycock, president, 
Sgt. K . M. Thom pson, Sgt . N. McLeod, F it. Sgt . W . A . Sheppard, and H ugh P eart Y M CA secretary. 
Absent are Sqn. Ldr. A . B. Taylor, honorary president, and Fit. Sgt. D. A . Smith. ' ' 

Many Enthusiasts 
Join Archery Club 

By Sgt. G. C. Mycock 
The ancient and honorable sport of 

archery has come to TTS. 
U nder the guidance of a few enthusi­

asts a club was formed and with the help 
of the Y.M.C.A. things got under way a 
few weeks ago. 

The grounds of TTS had innumerahle 
spots large enough and suitabl e, and with 
the permission of the powers that be, a 
range was set out nor th of the Recrea­
tion Hall. 

Co-operation and work got the range 
in shape in short order and the C.O. con­
sented to open the ran ge officially at 1900 
hours, Jun e 13. At the regulation ran gP 
of 40 yards the opening arrow sped 
straight and true "in the black at 12 
o'clock." The C.O. was accompanied by 
Sqrln. Ldr. Taylor, who also draws a nice 
bow. 

Just a word about the sport - b ow 
woods com·e from a va ri ety o f trees, th e 
most famous, of course, heing yew 
(taxus). the traditi onal long how wood 
of the English veomanrv. Osage orange 
(toxylan pemiferum) in this countrv 
makes a heautiful how. hut is ve rv harrl 
to work. L emonwood (callycophyllum 
ca ndissimum), a very close-grained trop­
ical wood, is perhaps the m ost common . 
So called from its color alone, it is easy 
to work, readilv ohta inahle, and makes a 
how only slightly, if any, inferi o r to yew. 
Backin g with fibre and rawhide impr-oves 
the durability of any bow. The club's 
own bows are all lemonwood, from 28 
to 55 pounds pull. 

Arrows are of the target type from 26 
to 28 inches long, depe nding on' the bow 
and the archer. 

The target is four feet in diameter, 
with the centre of the gold four feet from 
the ground. The counti ng is in order 
from the centre: gold 9, r eel 7, blue 5, 
black 3, and white 1. 

S ix arrows, constituting an "end" are 
shot at a time by each archer. As' each 
set of arrows is distinctly marked, up to 
three or four may sh oot at one target at 
a time. At present club m embership is 
about 25, with 40 t o 50 members and non­
members shooting at two targets every 
night of the week. In an evening, up to 
no ends are shot, that is, 360 arrows. I n 
one eve ning the arrows shot cover a di s­
lance well over ten miles. 

ALMOST A BULL'S-EYE! 
The archery range was officially opened last 

month by W ing Commander A. G. Vince, M. B.E ., 
who is shown above drawing the first arrow out 
of the target. It was a good shot, too. 
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DOINGS OF INTEREST AT TTS 
'Long ]awn' Sinclair 
Cornes Here As SMO 

ATHLETE, philosopher, gentleman 
-such is the colorful personality 

of Wing Commander J. D. Sinclair, 
newly appointed Senior Medical Officer 
at TTS. 

Enlisting in 1939, Wing Commander 
Sinclair was transferred from the Army 
to the Air Force in 1940 and posted over­
seas in 1942. Returning recently to this 
country, he now brings to TTS a vast 
experience in several fields of endeavor. 

Wing Commander Sinclair is some­
what reticent about his Air Force experi­
ences but, stationed at Bournemouth 
during most of his stay in England, he 
had an opportunity to observe, at first 
hand, the vast and varied medical ser­
vices which are operating for our service 
men "over there". "The RCAF and RAF 
hospitals overseas," he says, "are excel­
lent and well equipped in every way." He 
was especially impressed by the marvels 
of plastic surgery for injuri es resulting 
from burns. 

To those of us ·who look back with a 
degree of veneration to the athl eti c g reat s 
of former years, the S.M.O. is s till " L ong 
Jawn" Sinclair, whose towerin g spiral s 
dominated the college gridirons of a 
decade ago. Looking back on those years, 
before Hitler was heard of, Wing Com­
mander Sinclair remarked with a slight 
nostalgia: "You know, I always wanted 
to he a doctor rather than a halfback." 

Whi le he has some latent ambitions to 
specialize in orthopaedic surgery aft er 
the war, Wing Commander Sinclair is 
content, for the moment, to "fly a twin­
engined desk" right here at TTS which, 
he says, "has th e bes t hospital in the 
RCAF." 

WD Squad Captures 
CO's Drill Trophy 

On the evening of June 27 the month­
ly competition for the Commanding Of­
ficer's Dri ll Trophy once again took place 
in the station Drill Hall. The summer 
weather apparently now has detracted 
from the attendance to these usually in­
teresting competitions, and so no special 
entertainment featured the evening's dis­
play. However, the attending crowd did 
witness the usual good drill and were 
treated to somewhat of a surprise when 
the WD squad under Cpl. Hall walked 
off the floor with the trophy. 

The occurence would not, however, 
have come as a surprise to regular spec­
tators at the drill competitions, because 
the girls have been coming closer each 
time out, and were second in the May 
competition. Cpl. Hall and the girls have 
really been putting forth a fine effort, for 
we understand that they were certainly 
full value for their win. Th eir success 
will probably be a spur to the squarons 
once again, and competition should reach 
new highs in the future. 

COMING EVENTS 
Here is a li st of coming sports 

and other events at TTS up to the 
end of August: 

Movies 
July 29 - "Coastal Command"; 

Aug. 5-"Look Who's Laughing"; 
Aug. 12-"Joan of Paris"; Aug. 19 
-"A Chump at Oxford." 

Inter -Section Soccer 
Ju ly 27-Aylmer at St. Thomas. 

Inter-Station Hardball (Playdowns) 
July 25-Clinton vs. TTS, at Cen­

tralia; Aug. 3- Second game at 
TTS; third game, if needed, at 
London. 

Swimming 
Aug. 9- District meet, Clinton; 

Aug. 19- Command meet, Sunny­
side. 

Track and Field 
Aug. 2- District meet, London; 

Aug. 16-Station meet, TTS; Aug. 
19-Command meet, Toronto. 

Drill Competition 
Aug. 25-A t TTS. 
Lacrosse (District Playdowns) 

- Aug. 24 - TTS vs . Hagersville; 
Aug. 31-Return game. 

Other Events 
Every night-Archery and Pee­

Wee Golf. 
Mondays-Camera Club, Record­

ed Symphonic Programme, WD 
Crafts. 

Tuesdays-Dances at the YWCA. 
Wednesdays-Station Glee Clu b. 
Sundays-Nature study hikes. 

Have You Read ? 
The station library has a section de­

voted to sports, crafts and hobbies, in 
which you may find books on everything 
from gardening to table tennis. Why 
not have a look to see if your favorit e 
hobby book is there? 

In the field of photography, you may 
find "Practical Amateur Photography," 
by Wi ll iam S. Davis, and "Makin g Pic­
tures With the Miniature Camera," by 
Jacob Deschin. 

In the field of music there is "Music 
of the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Cen­
turies," by Leo Smith, and a valuable 
"Biographical Dictionary of Musicians." 

And here are some titles in the exten­
sive sports section: "Track and Field," 
by Ray M. Conger; "Swimming Anal­
yzed", by Gertrude Goss; "Touch Foot­
ball," by John V. Grombach; and "The 
Science of Golf," by E. Fowler. 

WED ON DOMINION DAY 
Another recent wedding of interest at 

TTS took place when Miss Irene Mary 
Hardy became the bride of Cpl. Sidney 
W. Spence at a ceremony at First United 
Church, St. Thomas. The groom, who 
is stationed at TTS, comes from York­
ton, Sask., and the bride is the daughter 
of the late Mr. and Mrs. William Hardy, 
of St. Thomas. 

Local YMCA. Staff 
Undergoes Changes 

One of the most popular workers in the 
TTS Hospital, Willard G. Trafford, of 
the YMCA staff, has been posted to East­
ern Air Command, and will work out of 
Halifax, setting up craft shops and 
"hobby lobbies" in the various stations 
there. In addition, he will probably en­
gage in supervising some occupational 
therapy work. 

TTS was Willard's first RCAF station, 
and he was here for nine months, giving 
a lmost his entire time to hospital work. 
The Hospital Hobby Club, which was 
represented by a display at the recent 
Hobby Fair, was a project which he 
started, and due to his efforts it has be­
come an important source of recreation 
for patients in the hospital who have 
reached the convalescent stage. 

Willard started hobby and handicraft 
work with underprivi leged boys in the 
outlying districts of Toronto. Born in 
Londo n 31 years ago, he started YMCA 
work there, and besides h is hobby of 
handicrafts - he has a complete hobby 
shop at home in which he has clone such 
work as metal spin ning and turning and 
wood carving-he has gone in for such 
sports at lacrosse, baseball, swimming 
and r ugby. He has had some experience 
in the amusement and show business, and 
often took part in the comedy acts staged 
at the drill competitions with Arnold 
Ducklin, Hugh Peart and Charles Kil­
gour, other YMCA staff men here. 

Willard's work in the hospital is being 
carried on by a newcomer to TTS, Mrs. 
Beth Hall, of Stratford, Ont., who is one 
of the group of women recent ly hired by 
the YMCA as supervisors. 

M rs. Hall feels quite at hom e in the 
service atmosph ere, as her hu sband is 
overseas with the Army and she has 
three brothers and a sister in the Air 
Force. She feels that there i·s a real 
place for women in YMCA war work, 
and has already found that her work is 
quite extensive. At her previous RCAF 
station she was faced with the job one 
clay of arranging a complete wedding for 
an airman who was marrying a girl in 
the CWAC. But she was more than 
equal to the task, and the ceremony was 
carried out withou t a hitch. 

At TTS she will be supervising handi­
craft work with the Hospital Hobby 
Club and wi ll also be doing some occu­
pational therapy. 

JUNE HONOR GRADS 
The following are the honor graduates 

for June at TTS: 
AEM-AC2 R. I. Hughson, Edmonton, 

Alta · AC2 F E Marshall, Hill iers, B.C. ; 
AC2. , C. R. .Pe~n, London, Ont.; AC2 
W. R. C. Hamersley, Vancouver, B. C. 

AFM- AC2 J . F. Lunan, Toronto, Ont . ; 
AC2 R. D. La Boyne, Vancouver. B.C.: 
AC2 G. Pierce, Niagara Falls, Ont.; AC2 
B . F. Lee, Darwell , Alta. 

FE- F ;s R . V . Morriss, Kingston, Ont. ; 
LAC F. F. Porter, Hamilton, Ont.; F /L 
A. C. Thomas, Sharon, Ont.; T /Cpl. H. F. 
Brown, Winnipeg, 1vfan . 

Elect.-AC2 J. W. Darrach, Sudbury, 
Ont. 

IM-AC2 J. M. Grant, Orillia, Ont. 
IR- AC2 H. A. P. Gordon, Ottawa, Ont. 
Para. Rigger- AC2 M. W. Peleshok, 

Winnipeg, Man. 
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TECHNICAL TOPICS 

Wood Finishing 
By Sgt. J. Wallhea~, i/ c Carpenter Shop 

PERSONNEL of the airframe and 
carpentry trade have heard much 

about the preservative treatments of 
wood that are used in aircraft construc­
tion. They are vitally concerned with the 
preservation of such material while the 
final appearance is a secondary consider­
ation. Consequently any article on wood­
finishing has, with a few notable excep­
tions, little bearing on aircraft; but wood­
finishing procedures are, of course, as 
applicable to the fini shing of woods used 
in aircraft as to woods used in furniture. 
T hanks to modern science, wood-finish­
ing has · become a specialist trade; but 
every woodworker should know some­
thing about finishing methods, and also, 
about the "tools" of the trade, whose job 
it is to create lasting beauty and mirror 
smoothness. Obviously such lasting qual­
ities can be assured on ly if the wood be 
preserved, and hence, any wood finish 
must be a preservative treatment too. 

All wood propellors, and the skin-ply 
of aircraft such as the Mosquito and 
Cornell, receive the usual preservative 
coatings; but, in these instances, such 
coatin gs are "finished" to mirror smooth­
ness to reduce drag. These finishes are 
produced in the same manner as finishes 
on fine furnitu re. R eference to A.P. 1464 
wi ll reveal such names as Schwarz, 
Jablo, B.T.H., R ayoid and Rotoloid; all 
proprietary finishes for propellers. Other 
publications lay down the manner in 

which such surfaces may be repaired. 
Any airman capable of the finishing 
methods described in the fo llowing ar­
ticle is capable also of specialized finish­
ing as laid down in any Air Force in­
structions. If he can rub a table top to 
mirror smoothness he can do compar­
able work on the main plane of a Mos­
quito. 

Wood-finishing today is a commercial 
art. Radical changes in the finishing in­
dustries during recent years, new raw 
materials, and new technical control are 
responsible for tremendously improved 
practical results. It is definitely a trade 
in its own right; one in which the trades­
man may experience n o litt le difficulty 
in k eeping abreast of the times. There 
are several schools of thought as to what 
co nstitutes proper finishing procedure, 
and many books have been written on 
the subject. Consequently, this short 
article cannot pretend to cover the sub­
ject, but rather it is intended as a guide 
for the average home-craftman who has 
some comparatively small project to fin­
ish. It might be an end table that re­
quires s tainin g and polishing, lathe­
work to be finished, or even scratches 
and blemishes to be removed from old 
furniture. Different proj ects will require 
different types of finish and therefore no 
hard and fast rules as to materials to be 
used, and th e sequence for application, 
can be laid down; but from the follow­
ing short paragraphs on various phases 
of wood-finishing the reader will find in-

AVIATI ON'S P IN-UP GIRL 
"Wooden wonder of the air," is what they call the Mosquito, famous All ied fighter-bomber, both 

venomous and versatile. Above, left , is the Mark I prototype Mosquito; above, right, is the fighter­
bomber version, capable of carrying four 500-lb. bombs. Lower left is the Mark II fighter version, with 
four guns and four cannon, and lower right is the high-altitude, long-range reconnaissance Mosquito. 

-Photos courtesy of De Havilland Aircraft of Canada, Ltd. 

formation necessary for many types of 
finishing. 

Normally, in wood-fi ni shing there are 
four factors to be considered: th e kind 
of wood; the color decorative plan of a 
room or personal taste if you wish; the 
durability of the finish; and the cost or 
investment of money to be made. Now­
adays war priorities and trade restric­
tions have left but one factor worthy of 
any great consideration, and that is the 
type of wood available. Walnut, mahog­
any or any of the decorative hardwoods 
are prizes to be valu ed, and woods to be 
finished so as to enhance all of their na t­
ural beauty. It may have been the prac­
tice in the past to paint a scratched or 
otherwise marred walnut table and place 
it on the verandah with the summer fur­
niture; but such a table is worth a ll the 
time and effort required to refinish it in 
all its natural walnut beauty of figure a nd 
color. However, the quality of som e woods 
may be such that one has no choice of 
finish except as between paint a nd enamel. 
Whatever the final finish may be, quality 
hand finishing is comparable to the best 
commercial finishing and, while a spray 
gun is a desi rable tool of the trade, it is 
not essential. Let it be emphasized that 
there are no short cuts to hand finishing 
fine work. Eternal inspection, vigilance 
in manipulation of tools and materials, 
and a complete understandin g of the pro­
cesses involved is the price demanded to 
produce acceptable work in which the 
craftman may take justifiable pride. 

Basically, three things or conditions 
are essential for g'ood finishing: patient 
thoroughness in surface preparati on, th e 
fini shing material itself must be suited to 
the kind and character of the wood, and 
the use to wh ich the project will be put; 
the finishing materials must be appli ed 
properly and under proper co ndit ions and 
in the cu rrent sequence. 

Surface Preparation 
While the different 

parts of any new arti­
cle t o be finished 
should be prepared for 
finishing during the 
process of construc­
tion, especially those 
that are inaccessible 
after glueing, it is, 
n everthel ess, of the 
u t m o s t importance 
that each part be 
given a thorough in­
spection after all tool­
work has been com­
pleted, so that any 
small defect can be re­
paired. Check the fol­
lowing points, assum­
ing, of course, that the 
p r o j e c t h a s been 
smoothed carefully 
with smoothing plane, 
cabinet scraper and 
sandpaper: 

1. See that every 
trace of glue is re­
moved from around 
the joints, b e cause 
stain does not pene­
trate through glu e and 
hen ce, any speck of 
glue produces a li ght 

mark on a stained surface. Of course, 
if paint is used, this precaution is not 
so important. 

2. Inspect surfaces thoroughly for any 
dent or bruise, either of which produces 
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a shadow plainly visible on a polished 
surface. A dent in wood often may be 
removed by the application of a pad of 
cotton waste soaked in warm water, or a 
wet cloth and a hot iron-the moi sture 
swelling the wood back to the level of 
the surrounding surfaces. 

3. Inspect surfaces for tool marks or 
sc ratch es from cross-grain sanding. 
Never sa ndpaper wood ·other than par­
a ll el to the grain direction, as noth in g 
mars a fini sh more than improper sand­
ing. A sanding bl ock of felt, cork, rubber 
or similar material produces better re­
sults th an a hardwood block. 

4. Remove all spots of oil or grease 
with a little naphtha or benzine. 

5. Any holes, cracks or similar defects 
should be filled with a sui table crack 
filler such as wood cement or stick shel­
lac. Such a filler comes in a variety of 
colors, melts like sealin g wax and hard­
ens qui ckly, after which it can be trimmed 
with a sharp chisel and sand ed. Alter­
natively, unsightly cracks may be repair­
ed by inlaying a diamond-shaped piece of 
wood which is a perfect match for the 
original in both grain and color. Plas tic 
wood is used quite often, but since it 
shrinks as it ages, it cannot be recom­
m ended. 

6. A final sanding with 00 sandpaper 
is necessary. Hold the work towards the 
light and see that no imperfections re­
main. If a water stain is to be used it is 
advisable to damp en the work before this 
final sanding. 

If the surfaces are prepared for finish­
ing in a haphazard manner,. then it is 
sheer waste of time and materials to con­
tinue further, because finishing (particu­
larly staining) magnifies any imperfec­
tion. Nowadays much fine furniture con­
sists of veneer over a solid core. Great 
care must be exercised in preparation of 
the core before the veneer is appljed be­
cause a poor core shows through the 
veneer into the finish. For example, oak 
is poor co re material because its grain 
is so coarse and open, and the veneer so 
very thin, that the oak grain may be seen 
through the veneer. Then again, knots 
and constructional detail s like dovetail 
joints, will, as the core wood shrinks, 
show on the surface of the veneer. The 
moral of all thi s is, do not hurry the work 
or your time will be wasted . Of course, 
such careful thoroughness is not neces­
sary for an opaque finish; but a perfect­
ly sm ooth surface is an absolute neces­
sity. 

Once th e wood surface has been made 
perfectly smooth, the remainder of the 
fini shin g procedure may vary greatly, ac­
cordin g to circumstances. The type and 
quality of the wood, and personal taste, 
will dictate whether or not the final fin­
ish will be natural or stained, transparent 
or opaque, rubbed or gloss. Consequently, 
it is left to the reader to choose from the 
following paragraphs the processes most 
suited to the project on hand. 

Staining 

Many people regard staining as th e 
means of making common woods pass for 
more expensive typ es, and it is almo t 
a recogni zed fact that "walnut finish" 
furniture is made of birch. It must be re­
membered that stains are transparent and 
do not obscure the grain of the wood and 
that th e real purpose of staining is to 
"bring out" the grain of the wood and 
produce a ri ch, mellow color. There is a 
bewilderin g variety of stains on the mar­
ket, in fa ct there is a stain for every pur-

pose. Water stains, oil, spirit and chem­
ical, are among the more common types. 
Varnish stain may be mentioned in pass­
ing, if only to condemn it. It produces a 
cloudy, almost opaque finish that lacks 
dep th and tone, and is suited only for un­
important, inferior types of work. Stain­
in g should be the first step, although 
many people prefer filling first; but when 
the stain is applied first, deeper and more 
even penetration is assur ed; and the filler 
can be made to match the stain in color. 
As a matter of fact it is impossible to ap­
plv an oil stain over a filler. Water stain 
produces the clearest, best results; but 
unfortunately their water content raises 
the grain of the wood. This can be over­
come, to a great extent, by moistening 
surfaces to be finished before the final 
sanding, that precedes staining, is per­
formed. Then if, after applying hot stain, 
the surfaces should have an apparent 
"fuzziness," a very thin coat of shellac 
will "set" the raised grain and allow it to 
be sanded smooth. Spirit stains dry more 
quickly than water stains, but are difti­
cult to apply. Oil stains are easily ap­
plied; but tend to fade on exposure to 
bright light. Chemical stains depend upon 
the tannic acid in the wood; chemical re­
actions producing the color; a good ani­
line dye presents a surer way of obtain­
ing a desired color, since the acid con­
tent · and original color of individual 
pieces of the same type of wood vary suf-

SGT. J. WALLHE AD 

Sgt. J. Wallhead, the author of 
this month's Tech Topics article, is 
a native of Lincolnshire, England, 
and came to Canada in 1930. He 
was employed in general construc­
tion work in Northern Ontario un­
til his enlistment in the RCAF in 
September of 1940. A graduate of 
TTS, he has been stationed here 
eve r since in an instructional capac­
ity and is on the staff of the station 
workshop, in charge of carpentry. 

ficiently to cause different or varying de­
grees of chemical action to occur. The 
fuming of oak depends upon the action of 
ammonia fumes upon tannic acid in the 
wood for its rich, mellow tone. Whatever 
type of stain is used, the following hints 
apply: 

1. Finish all inside and hidden sur­
faces before starting surfaces that will be 
seen the most. 

2. Brush with the grain and apply 
rapidly and evenly. 

3. Stain all removable parts separ­
ately. 

4 . Brush along the entire surface to 
prevent laps. 

5. Always start each brushful on an · 
unfinished part and brush towards the 
s tained parts. 

G. To prevent too great a stain pene­
tration of end grain, all such grain should 
receive a thin coat of glue size prepara­
tory to staining. 

7. To secure a stained "match" of 
light and dark wood, stain the whole sur­
face rapidly and th en add more stain to 
the lighter colored wood while the orig­
inal coat is still wet. 

8. Should there be an undesirable 
dark spot in any surface it may be re­
moved by "bleaching" with an oxalic 

acid solution. This should be done be­
fore stain is applied. 

9. Spirit stains dry in a matter of min­
utes, water stains in from two to four 
hours, and an oil stain requires at least 
twenty-four hours' drying time. 

10. Boiled linseed oil has a remark­
able effect on walnut, mahogany and oak. 
It darkens these woods and generally 
improves color and grain figure. 

11. After a coat of stain has dried it 
~houlcl be :'sealed to pervent "bleeding" 
mto the oils of th e filler. A verv light 
coat of shellac is often used as a· sealer 
coat, but technically this "seal er" should 
be of the same materials that are to be 
used in the finishing coats. 

Filling 
When a smooth surface is desired on 

open-grained woods such as oak, chest­
nut, walnut, ash, mahogany, etc., a filler 
must be used. A filler is a material de­
signed to fill the open surface pores of 
wood. Formerly, a smooth surface was 
obtained by the application of successive 
coats of shellac; but this method entail­
ed added cost for material and much time 
spent in sanding clown each coat. For 
very close-grained woods a liquid filler 
such as shellac or varnish is ideal as it 
fills and finishes in one operation. Fill­
ers for open-grained woods are in the 
form of a creamy paste and, unless some 
ul?-usual finish is desired, they should be 
slightly darker than the surface to which 
they are applied. Like all finishing ma­
terials, fillers may be prepared at home · 
but the amateur craftman would be weli 
advised to purchase the products of a 
reputable manufacturer. 

.A paste filler should be applied with a 
stiff brush and worked thoroughly into 
the pores. As soon as the applied filler 
"flats," that is, becomes dull, all excess 
should be removed by rubbing across the 
grain with a comparatively coarse cloth 
or: excelsior. 'J_'his cuts off surplus fille; 
Without removing what is in the pores. 
Then the surface should be rubbed thor­
oughly with a soft cloth, because all 
filler, other than what is in the pores 
must be removed; otherwise a dull' 
patchy finish results. Obviously, to~ 
great a surface should not be filled at 
any one time, or else surplus filler will 
be too hard to remove. If such should 
be the case, the rubbing cloth should be 
dampened with a suitable solvent· gen­
erally turpentine for paste fille;s. A 
pointed stick will remove excess filler 
from corners and recesses. Usually one 
coat of filler is sufficient, and after it has 
dried for twenty-f_our hours,' the surface 
must be sanded with 00 sandpaper. Dark 
spots on the sandpaper indicate that 
either too much pressure is being exert­
ed, or else the filler is not dry. 

Varnish F inishing 

In the selection of the final fini sh, the 
advantages of each type of finish must be 
considered. Obviously it is a wast e of tim e 
to use a shellac or copal varnish on a table 
top upon which hot liquids will be spilled; 
but varnish is the most commonly used 
transparent finish. There are many types 
of varnish, and they vary both in dura­
bility and elasticity hut a good quality 
interior varnish will be satisfactory for 
most small projects. We have become so 
accustomed to highly polished, mirror­
like surfaces that we have almost men­
tally set a standard for the evaluation of 
all finishes with this as a criterion. 
Glistening finishes rob the wood of its 
beauty and deprive the observer of its 
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enjoyment, unless he approaches it from 
some angle where it does not reflect the 
light. The polish of a piece of wood 
should not hide the beauty of the wood; 
but should enhance it, for all furniture 
should be subdued and soft in tone. One 
need only compare some of our modern, 
glisten ing pieces with some of the better 
class, soft, velvety finishes to assure him­
self of the difference. Varnish is an ex­
cellent finish; but it shQuld be "flattened" 
(deprived of its shineness) in some way. 

The main object in varnishing is to ap­
ply as little varnish as possible to pro­
duce a smooth surface and the first con­
sideration is the brush to be used. The 
size of the brush will be governed by the 
size of the surface and the bru sh should 
be of good, thick quality, long, soft hair 
and, like everything else in the near 
vicinity of any object to be finished, 
scrupulously free from dust, dirt and 
moisture. Each brushful of varnish 
should be applied rapidly, parallel to the 
grain, with as few strokes as possible. 
Too much brushing produces air-bubbles. 
Remember that varnish dries by oxida­
tion and consequently varnishing should 
be done in ideal conditions in so far as 
circulation, temperature and humidity are 
concerned. Generally, three or four coats 
of varnish are necessary, although two 
coats should suffice any close-grained 
wood. It should be borne in mind that 
the equivalent of one coat will be rubbed 
off in subsequent smoothing. The first 
coat of varnish should have at least 48 
hours drying time; the fact that it "feels" 
dry does not prove that it is hard. The 
first coat may be rubbed smooth with 00 
sandpaper. The second (and third coat 
if necessary) should be rubbed with 
pumice stone a nd water, or oil and 
pumice stone, after drying for at least 72 
hours. The final coat receives the same 
treatment and also a rub with rotten­
stone and oil to produce a smooth, soft 
yet lu strous finish. If varnish is too thick 
it will dry in ridges and brush marks will 
show; if the wood is damp the varnished 
surface will dry blotchy or "pitted." 

Shellac 
The term "shellac" is associat ed prac­

tically always with "French polishing"; 
but a shellac finish may be produced in 
much the same way as a varn ish finish. 
Due to the rapid evaporation of its sol­
vent, alcohol, it dries rapidly and dust 
free; but its quick-drying qualities make 
it a difficult finish to brush on. Usually, 
shellac must be thinned with alcohol and 
each succeed in g coat should contain less 
solvent. Shellac should dry for twelve 
hours before it is rubbed, and a very fine 
waterproof sandpaper is ideal for rub­
bing down the first coat, while rotten­
sto ne and oil is recommended for the 
final smoo thin g, followed by a cleansing 
with a soft cloth dampened in benzine 
and a coat of wax. 

French polishing is the most difficult 
of all wood finishing, and at the same 
time, the most beautiful. It calls for 
g reat skill and much patience. At every 
move the amateur is apt to make a mis­
take which will irretrievably spoil his 
finish. A poorly made, or poorly design­
ed piece of woodwork is not worth the 
time and effort required to French-polish 
it. The shellac is applied with a special­
ly prepared rubber and the process of 
polishing is divided into three distinct 
operations: firstly, the filling of the 
pores and putting on a body of polish, 
then smoothing the polish to remove 

any early marks made by the heavy pol­
ish and finally, spiriting off with pure al­
cohol. The applicator or rubber is a 
cone-shaped pad, consistin g of a cotten 
cloth base wrapped in a double layer of 
muslin. When filling the pores, the core 
of the rubber is saturated with fairly 
thick shellac, and acts as a reservoir, and 
a fine sprinkling of pumice is sp read on 
the wood surface. Then, using a circular 
motion, rub the surface lightly without 
allowing the rubber to pause on the 
wood, for as soon as it rests on the wood 
it will stick. Never allow the rubber to 
become too dry, or, again, it will s tick. 

Remember, too, that the more coats of 
shellac that are applied the greater will 
be the drying time required by each suc­
ceedin g coat. Each filler coat of shellac 
and pumice powder will be rubbed with 
a very fine sandpaper, sanding parallel to 
the g rain direction and only when the 
shellac has dried hard. ext, a body of 
polish will have to be built up, and a 
new, cl ean rubber is necessary. The pol­
ish will be applied in successive coats, 
with the same light but firm stroke and 
circular motion and, as the work con­
tinues the polisher will become more in­
clined to drag or stick. Then very small 
quantities of lin seed oil may be used on 
the rubber to act as a lubricant when 
necessary. This part of French polishing 
may require as many as a dozen coats 
and leaves the surface full of ridges and 
circular lines which may be removed by 
rubbing on a few coats of thin shellac, 
allowing a day's drying time between 
each coat. When the surface is smooth 
it may be "spirited out" with a rubber 
slightly moistened with pure alcohol. 
This removes all oil and produces a 
beautiful burnished surface, free from all 
flaws a,nd rubber marks. 

W ax F inishing 
While hellac and varnish are used for 

about 95o/o of all finishing, wax finishes 
have much to commend them. They are 
foolproof, and although easily damaged, 
such damage is not very apparent and is 
easily repaired. It is well adapted to fin­
ishing oak, mahogany and walnut and it 
is customary that n o filled be used. Bees­
wax dissolved in turpentine, applied with 
a dry cloth and polished briskly, consti­
tutes· the whole process and may be re­
peated after each coat hardens, until the 
desired finish is obtained. The fi nish is 
r epaired simply by adding another coat 
of wax. 

Oil Finishing 
Oil imparts a darkness, richness and 

dull sheen to the darker hardwoods, and 
such polishing is never completed, but 
may be continued on through the years. 
During the first two weeks of polishing, 
two or three applications of boiled lin­
seed oi l should be made, each after ex­
cess oil from the previous coat has been 
wiped off. It should be applied warm, 
with a cloth, directly to the wood, and 
two or three coats yearly will improve 
the finish still more. With such a finish 
a quick, brisk rubbing will renew the 
lustre at any time, and any damage to the 
surface is not easily detected. 

E nameling and Painting 
It is not the purpose of this article to 

consider them as wood finishes, because 
the wood is no longer visible after they 
have been applied; but they definitely 
have a place in the industry. They are · 
the ideal finish for plain or inferior woods 
and if an enamel is treated as a varnish 

and each coat is properly rubbed, then 
a very smooth and glossy surface is pos­
sible. An electric frigidaire is an excel­
lent example of what can be accomp­
lished with an opaque finish, and prop­
erly smoothed wood surfaces are com­
parable to polished metal. 

R efinishing old furniture calls for the 
removal of the original finish by using a 
suitab le solvent. If the article is to be 
repainted, the original paint may be re­
moved with a blow-torch and sct·aper. 
Then all damage should be repaired and 
finished as for any new object. 

In conclusion, the numbe~ one instruc­
tion in any phase of wood finishing is, do 
not hurry. Any carelessness in any phase 
of the process will end disas trously. 
Th ere are recognized fini shes for differ­
ent types of woods and different types of 
furniture; but always it is the grain of the 
wood that is to stand out, and not the 
materials that are applied to it. Finish­
in g is a specialist trade, and the instruc­
tions in this article are strictly basic; but 
nevertheless average care and patient 
thoroughness will ensure very creditable 
results. 

News for Ball Fans 
Once again we dig into the files and 

come up with the Saturday and Sunday 
baseball schedules to the end of August, 
for those who are baseball-minded on 
their 36's or 48's. Don't forget, again, 
that as long as you're in uniform you can 
get in free. These are the games to be 
played at Detroit (Detroit Tigers, Amer­
ican League; at Buffalo (Buffalo Bisons, 
International League), and at Toronto 

, (Toronto Leafs, Internati onal League). 
At Detroit (home games)-Saturd ay, August 26, 

St. Louis; Sunday, August 27, St. Louis (double· 
header) . 

At l3uffalo (home games)-Satmday, August 12. 
Baltimore; Sunday, August 13, Toronto ; Saturday, 
August 19, Newark; Sunday, August 20, Syra­
cuse (double·header); Saturday, August 26, 
R ochester; Sunday, August 27, Toronto. 

At Toronto (home games) - Saturday, August 
12, Syracuse (double-header) ; Saturday, August 
19, Baltimore (double-header); Saturday, August 
26, 1\1ontreal. There are no Sunday games at To­
ronto. 

Scotch 

Macpherson's son was home on 
leave, and the old man wanted to do 
the right thing by the young man , so, 
on Saturday night the pair trudged to 
the village tavern where Mac handed 
over a crock and asked for it to be 
filled with whiskey. This was one of 
those off-premises licensed houses, 
common enough in the old land. 

When the barman had filled the 
crock, Mac suddenly found that he had 
left his money at home. The son 
whispered that he would provide the 
cash; but Mac hastily whispered back: 
"No, lad. No!" The money not being 
forthcoming, the barman poured out 
the whiskey and the two Macphersons 
left for home. 

"What an awfu' shame" said the 
younger, '!coming all this way for 
naething." 

"Dinna fash yersel'," remarked the 
old man with a smirk of satisfaction. 
"Just wait till we get hame and ye see 
me squezin' oot the sponge." 

-The Rum Jar 
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One-Way Trip 
A German was being led to execu­

ti o n b! a squad o f Ru ss ian soldiers 
o ne ramy mornm g. 

"'vVhat brutes you Ru ssian s a r e," 
grumbled the doomed one, "to march 
me through the rain like this." 

" H ow abou t us,, retorted o ne of 
the sq uad. "W e have to m a rch back." 

- '"'lest Point Pointer 

• • • 
Aleutian Lament 

VI/ e've a ll got paper dollie s 
They're pinned o n every wall, 

Ft·om a pistol packin ' mama 
To luscious Lucille Ball. 

W e always find 'em wait ing, 
True as any pearl, 

But we'd trade our paper dollies 
For a fickl e-minded girl. 

They've got no an imation, 
Though posed to hypnotize, 

D isplaying dainty breast w ork, 
Hips and kn ees and thigh s. 

Vve neve r have a worry 
About 'em doing wron g. 

They're o nly pa per dollies 
L ike that one in the so ng. 

\ Ve're ge ttin g out of practice 
At winkin g flirty eyes; 

W e need some rea l live dolli es 
To make us flirty g uys. 

Bu t we pin 'em up as o ft en 
A s we find a shapely lass , 

A nd cuss the Frank Sinatras 
Enjoying all that class . 

W e'd take our chance on los in g 
A doll y that wa s real : 

A b lo nde, brun ette o r redhead 
Would have th e sam e appeal. 

We a re no longer choosy­
For a s hor t one, fa t or lon g, 

\ Ve'cl trade ou r paper dollie s 
To the g uy wh o wrote the son g. 

-Cpl. Jas. R. Gardner, in Yank 
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;. For God's sake tell the verdamml thlng 

WE'RE it.s FRIENqS !"' 
- The Aeroplane 

Son: " H ow did you meet Mother, 
Dad?" 

Dad : "None of your busi ness; but I 
ca n tell you o ne thing - it certain ly 
cured me o f whi st ling." 

-G)f Products R eview 

Mont Joli 
(Tun e : "How Ireland Got It s Name") 
Oh, a dirty g reat bi g snowbank fell 

fr om out the clouds o ne clay, 
Be in g car r ied by the icy w ind that 

came from Baffin Bay. 
And when the Air F o rce saw it, it 

looked so bl eak a nd bare, 
They sa id : "It looks so dreary, we 

mu st se nd our a ircrew there ." 
So they flattened it with snowp lows, 

heavy trucks and tractors, too; 
Sent up poor mi sguid ed airmen just to 

slo p t·ouncl in the "goo." 
Th ey said: " 'vVe' ll neve r fini sh it . I t' s 

very plain to see." 
So then they gave u p tryin g and they 

ca ll ed it M o n t J oli. 
- Mont Joli Target 

• • • 
Confidentially 

" I 'm goin g to show you," said the 
fl ying in structor in midair, "that I 
have com pl ete confid ence in your fly ­
in g ability." H e thr ew h is stick out o f 
the plane . 

"And I've complete confid ence in 
you , sir ," said the s tudent pil ot, and 
threw his st ick ou t, too. 

- Fingal Observer 

• • • 
" W ell , I gues s I mi g ht a s w<" Jl nut 

the m otion befo re the house ," said the 
chorus g irl as s he danced ou t onto the 
s~a ge. - G:vr Products R eview 

• • • 
Conscience is som eth in g that fpe ], 

te rrib le when everyth in g else fe el' 
swell. 

• • • 
Darwin's Mistake 

Three monkevs sat in a cocon 11t tree . 
Di scuss ing things as th ey're said to be . 
Said o ne to t he others: "Now li ,ten. 

you two, 
There's a certain rum o r tha t ca n't he 

true: 
That man clescenclecl from our nob le 

race! 
The verv idea is a di sgrace! 
No m on k ev ever deserted hi s wife. 
Starved he-r babies or ruined her life. 
And yo u've never know n a m oth er 

m onk 
T o leave her babi es with oth e r ' to 

bunk. 
Or pass them o n fr om o ne to anoth er 
Till thev scarce ly kn ow which i' th ei r 

mother; 
And anothf' r thin g vou nevp r " ·ill '"" : 
A m onk build a fe nce ' round a coco nut 

t ree 
A nd let the coco nu ts go to wa,te. 
FOJ·bidcling- a ll oth er m onks a taste. 
\ iVhy, if I'd put a fence ;roun d the tree 
Starvation woul d force vou to 'tea! 

from m e ! • 
H ere's another thing a m o nk won 't do: 
Go ou t at ni ght and ge t in a stew, 
Or t•se a g un o r club or knife 
T o take some othe r m o nkev's life. 
Yes ! 'Man DESCENDED_:the ornery 

cuss-
Bu t. broth er, he d id n't desce nd from 

US!" -Frankford Advance 

• • • 
Of cour se vou' ve heard the new 

sloga n o f Ri chards Coach Lines- "The 
Public Re Jamm ed." 

Nuts! 
Hitl er was makin g a tour o f a Ger­

man lunati c asylum. A ll the inmates 
lined up and, as soon as the dictator 
appeared, stood smartly to attention 
and gave the Nazi sal ute. All, that is, 
excep t o ne man at the e nd of th e line. 

" Hi!" screamed Ad o lph, "why 
aren't you sa luting?" 

"D on't be silly," said the man, "I'm 
one o f the gua rd s here, not o ne of the 
inmates!" 

-Aeronews, Central A / C 

Around the 
Circuit 
Compiled by Sgt. G. P. Hawke 

A youn g negro recruit was the vic­
tim of so many practical j oke s that he 
do ubt ed all men and t heir motives. 
O ne ni gh t wh il e he wa s on g uard, the 
figure of o ne o f the officers loomed up 
in the dar kness . "Who goes there?" he 
chall enged. "Major ·Moses," replied 
the officer. " Glad to m eet you, Moses," 
he said cheerfully. "Advance and g ive 
the T en Commandment s." 

-Tail Skid, Lawson Field 

• • • 
Lines to an Airman 

Do not becom e a hermit, clear, 
Whil e y ou are far away, 
Just have a lo t o f fun, clear, 
Slip out eac h night and play. 
Have the g irl s around you, dear 
Th ey, too, mu st have their flin g: 
Be sure to treat them kind, dear, 
Laugh a nd dance and s in g . 
Do a nyth in g you will, clear; 
P et and flirt and park 
With Mary, J a ne and Ann, clear, 
Have fun after clark. 
The years a re all too few, clear, 
Your chasi ng 'roun d to check, 
Bu t sho uld I find you do, clear, 
I'll break you r blinkin' neck! 

-Fingal Observer 

• • • 
Heard at the Trade Rejec. Selection 

Board 

Officer: "What w o rk did you do be­
fore j oinin g up ?" 

K eates: " I was an o rgani st until I 
wa s forced to g ive it up." 

Officer: "A ncl why were you forced 
to g ive it up?" 

Keates : "The monkey died ." 

• 



Pictured above are scenes from the highly suc­
cessful open-air concert which has been one of the 
highlights of summer entertainment at TTS this 
yea. Centre, right, is Clarence Nash, voice of 
Donald Duck, and centre, left, Dick Mitchell, Holly­
wood cartoonist, who were featured in a June show 
at the Rec. Hall. Below are the members of the TTS 
service police revolver team, left to right, F / Sgt. 
Costello, Cpls. MacDonald and Harvey, and Sgt. 
Owens. Bottom, left, shows the members of the 
Officers' Rifle Team engaged in a rifle meet, while 
bottom right, is a picture taken at the softball game 
between the officers, and the station team. S/ Ldr. 
Taylor is the catcher. 
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