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No.4 Bids Farewell to Wg. Comdr.

. WING COMMANDER D. D. FINDLAY

Wg. Comdr. D. D. Findlay will
be taking over the command of
No. 4 B. & G. School at Fingal
about the time this paper is printed
and we welcome him as our new
Commanding Officer.

The Wing Commander saw con-
siderable action in World War
No. 1, having served with the
Canadian Field Artillery, also in
the Royal Naval Air Service. This
background now stands him in good
stead as an officer commanding an
air school.

In the present war Wg. Comdr.
Findlay has already served in
numerous locations before taking
over direction here. He was at
Ottawa Air Station, Air Force
Headquarters. Then he was posted
to No. 1 Bombing & Gunnery

Rz,

Our New Commanding Officer

School at Jarvis, and immediately
before coming to Fingal was the
Commanding Officer in command at
No. 3, Initidfl Training School,
Victoriaville, Quebec.

As our information about this
gentleman is rather sparse at the
present time, we will promise our
readers that our next issue will
carry more details of his activities.
However, a8 he comes from a
family who are noted for heating
engineering, we anticipate the next
winter season will be one free of
all heating difficulties.

To you, Wg. Comdr. Findlay, we
will give our whole-hearted co-
operation, and trust that by . our
united efforts we will be able at
No. 4 B. & G. School to do a first
rate job of work.

“Keep 'Em Flying”

Kennedy

WING COMMANDER A. J. KENNEDY
Posted Overseas

Wg. Comdr. A. J. Kennedy, who
succeeded Wg. Comdr. Van Vliet
as Commanding Officer on the 1st
of October last, has, we under-
stand, received a not unexpected
summons to report back to the
Royal Air Forece overseas. We use
the term “not unexpected” since he
has only been “on loan” to the
Royal Canadian Air Force for the
past three years.

Though an officer in the Royal
Air Force, the Wing Commander is
not by birth either an Englishman
or a Scotsman, but is one of many
Canadians who proceeded to the
0ld Country and joined the Royal
Air Force years prior to the com-
mencement of the present great
conflict. He was born in the City

of Toronto, and his early school
days were spent at Upper Canada
College, from which he progressed
to Royal Military College, King-
ston. Following his graduation
from that famous military seat of
learning, four years later, he at-
tended Queen’s University for a
brief period, and early in 1933
received a commission in the Royal
Air Force and promptly sailed for
England.

Immediately following his Serv-
ice Flying Training Course, which
he passed with distinction, he pro-
ceeded to the School of Army Co-
operation, and in due course was
posted to No. 4 (AC) Squadron,
one of the original squadrons of the
old Royal Flying Corps. In the

(Continued on Page 4)
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‘THEY'VE LEFT FINGAL.
TOO

The old saying of “Men may
come and men may go, but Fingal
goes on forever"” is quite true, but
could I in this issue just tell you
a few things about two men with
whom I have been closely acquaint-
ed ever since coming to Fingal Air
Station?

I refer to FIt. Lt. Gowdy
(Padre) and Mr. Don Marks.
These gentlemen came here about
the same time (early in the year
1941) and served faithfully from
that time until their recent ap-
pointments to other fields.

Padre Gowdy came to R.C.A.F.,
Fingal, on hig first appointment in
the Air Force Chaplain Service
from his charge in Paris, Ont. At
this station he has served well and
I echo the thoughts of every air-
man when I say he was indeed a
friend to all. He was a consultant
in many capacities, and was a
valued member of the following
committees: Entertainment, Sports,
Library and the Airmen’s Lounge,
and on the latter he was one man
who was directly responsible for
making it the outstanding success
that it is.

The Padre also acted as editor
of this paper until his posting
overseas. He was cautious in
checking each and every article
before it got into the printer's
hands and if any of you contribu-
tors wondered why your story
sounded so good in THE OBSERVER

it was because a master hand had
assisted you in just adding a few
fine touches, or probably he may
have shaded out some of your
pointless lines, all adding up to
making our paper one of the best
military publications to come off
the press.

Now this man Marks is a differ-
ent character again. He is a
younger, more vivacious individual,
but was also well known and ad-
mired by the boys at Fingal. He
came here on January 2, 1941, and
was installed as the station li-
brarian and to assist the Y.M.C.A.
representatives in Sports and
Entertainment. As many of you
will recall, Don did an excellent
job in these lines and it has been
this background and experience
that has fitted him so well for the
pogition he now holds as associate
Y.M.C.A. Supervisor at the Red
Triangle Club in Kingston. Don
tells me he would like to see any
and all of his Fingal friends if
they could call at the club on their
travels east. No doubt you will
find him up on the stage leading
one of those hectic “Jam Sessions”
that he and the airmen alike en-
tered into with all their hearts.

To you two men, God speed, and

good luck. May we meet soon
again,
Air Force Recruit: “Say,. look

at the horrible insignia on the side
of that plane.” .

Old Timer: *“Shh, not so loud.
That's the Squadron Leader look-
ing out the window."”

SAY “BON VOYAGE"

Fit. Lt. David Gowdy

A host of friends gathered in the
Airmen’s Lounge on the evening
of May 7th to say “Au revoir” to
a man who has been more than a
padre to us; he has almost been a
father, so this man will be missed
from our midst.

Along with many airmen were
some of our own officers, also two
officers from the Technical Train-
ing School at St. Thomas, namely,
Flt. Lt. Surman and Capt. Me-
Laughlin. Both of these gentlemen
were called on to say a few words.

L.A.C. Dan Eaton took the floor
for a few moments, when he, on
behalf of ‘all the airmen, read a
few lines that expressed each
man’s thoughts, The following
seript, along with a tangible token
of our esteem, was presented to
the Padre and FIt. Lt. Surman
dismissed us with prayer:

“Flight Licutenant Gowdy,
Officers and Fellow-Airmen:
Perhaps I should have started
by saying Padre, because in
the service that word means a
great deal. It means first of
all a friend, a man who makes
it his business tg be a friend
of all the chaps in the service,
young and old. Secondly, it
meang a counselor, a friend
who is ready to assist in the
many places where formerly
the parents and comrades
counselled—one ready and able
to help a chap over the rough
spots in his personal affairs.
Thirdly, it stands for the fac-
tor in our lives which, while
we do not often display it,
means most of all to us—the
spiritual. In you, Sir, we have
seen the complete Padre. We
have liked you as a friend,
been helped by you as a coun-
welor and strengthened by you

L

as a man of God. In your new
sphere we know%jou will mean

as much to our comrades over-
seas as you have meant to us.
We wish you Godspeed a.nd.
His protection.

To you, Sir, to Mrs. Gowdy
and your children we give
these small tributes of our
csteem and appreciation. May
they serve to remind you of
us, your sincere [riends.”

Dedicated to All the Lads
at Fingal
Kingston, Ontario,
May 1st, 1942,
The Editor,
FINGAL OBSERVER.
Dear Sir:

For some little time now I have
had a small part in the operating
and publishing of one of the best
little papers in the armed forces
of Canada. Now that I am no
longer connected with this paper 1

would like to take this opportuni‘

of thanking some of the faith

few who always came throug
with their articles on time and

so doing made the reputation t

the paper holds today. I would just
insert a little bit of advice, seeing
that I took all of your advice for
16 months: Don't let the paper
down, lads; men all over the
British Isles and Canada watch for
this publication. I know, because
they told me so. Don’t disappoint
them and don’t disappoint your
Observer Committee. Support them
and continue the good work. You
will, because you feel the same
about it as a lot of other chaps do.

I think you will agree with me
when [ say that Fingal is truly a
hard station to beat any way you
look at it. I know that a chap may
feel that he is getting in a

I
doing the same old job day in ‘
day out, but when he does get
posting he finds that old frien
ships are hard to forget and fo
some little time he misses that
spirit of comradeship that existed
between himself and his fellow-
workers, and until he has had a
chance to make new friends he
wishes sometimes he was back at
good old Fingal. I feel the same
way.

If I didn't say “So long"” to some
of you I am sorry, and will cer-
tainly be back to see you real soon.
However, may 1 just take this
opportunity to say thank you for
all the memories that I was able
to take away with me and that I'll
be able to keep for many. years to
come, Those chats at night in the
barracks, those little snap meet-
ings and conversations and to some

(Continued on Page 4)
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AVIATION MEDICINE

Our N.' Hwiu] Wing accidents, only seven patients could

In the popular mind, Aviation
Medicine
romances.
mentioned there comes to mind the
research work done in decompres-
sion chambers and giant centri-

is one of the modern
When the subject is

fuges and spectacular work on
oxygen and high altitudes. Truly
is is one phase of the subject, and
fore going into some of the less
spectacular phases, it will be
essary to review briefly the
relation of medicine to armed
forces in past history.

Until quite recently, medicine in
armed forces was mainly con-
cerned in attempting to repair the
injured and make them again fit
to fight. This short-sighted atti-
tude caused the decimation of the
ranks of Napoleon's forces in their
retreat from Moscow. Then, in
the Crimean War, many more died
from disease than were killed in
battle and it was during this war
that Florence Nightingale started
the nursing of soldiers by female
nurses. By the time of the South
African War the medical service
was greatly improved, but there

ere still more soldiers killed by
éphoid fever than there were by
ul

lets. During the War of 1914-18
the Medical Corps of the various
countries, profiting by the ad-
vances in medical knowledge and,
having been given an absolutely
free hand, turned in a marvellous
record. By the immunization
against typhoid fever it was al-
most eliminated and, by the use of
better haspitals, more fully equip-
ped and staffed, those who did
become sick were more certain of
recovering than of dying. Since
that time medicine has again made
great strides and doctors are again
flocking to the colours to give the
armed forces the benefit of the
training that they have acquired
at great cost in money and years
of study.

One of the fields of recent medi-
cal advance is that of Aviation
Medicine and, until recently, the

R.C.A.F. was given medical service
by the Royal Canadian Army Medi-
cal Corps. Late in 1940 there was
formed the Medical Branch of the
R.C.A.F., the nucleus of which was
formed of members of the R.C.A,
M.C. who had been attached to the

R.C.A.F,, and many more have
joined the Medical Branch since
that time.

Although many members of the
Medical Branch of the R.C.A.F.
are doing research into the prob-
lems peculiar to those who fly, the
great bulk of the Medical Branch
are concerned with the selection of
those who will be aircrew or
ground crew in the R.C.A.F. and
the maintenance of the health and
physical fitness of those already
selected. “Prevention” is the key
word and the Medical Officers at
the various training schools and
stations are concerned first with
the prevention of disease and,
second, with the curing of the dis-
eases that they are as yet unable
to prevent. In carrying out his
prevention programme, the Medi-
cal Officer must, of necessity, be
the technical adviser on matters of
health to the Commanding Officer
and his administrative staff. Let us
now turn from this generalizing to
our own school,

No. 4 Bombing and Gunnery
School, due to its proximity to the
Technical Training School at St.
Thomas, was provided with only a
ten-bed hospital. Before this hos-
pital was completed, Sick Parades
were held at the small canteen and
a few of you, no doubt, will re-
meémber the long walks through
the biting winter winds to visit
the Medical Officer in that location.
With the opening of the ten-bed
hospital in March, 1941, the Medi-
cal Staff were much more con-
veniently located on the station,
although the accommodation was
still very eramped for Sick Parades
and Inoculation Parades. Due to
the necessity of keeping three beds
available for possible victims of

be hospitalized on the camp. Dur-
ing the winter months the Motor
Transport SBection was kept husy
carrying patients back and forth
by ambulance between Westminster
Hospital or T.T.S. Hospital and
our ten-bed hospital. In September,
1941, the Medical Staff surprised
the B. & G. School one day by let-
ting out loud whoops of delight.
News had arrived that Ottawa had
approved an enlargement to our

hospital. Although promised by
the Engincers that it would be all
finished in 8 month or two (we
hoped that would be right), we

thought that it might be finished
by the following May. In the lat-
ter part of January, when the snow
lay deep on the ground, work was
started on the additions to the hos-
pital: window frames were yanked
from their location in the walls;
partitions were ripped down; plas-
ter and dirt and cold air were
evérywhoro; and, of course, it was
necessary to send our patients to
other hospitals when they had to be
kept in bed, but through it all the
Medical Staff struggled on, carry-
ing on their Sick Parades, looking
after the sanitation of the camp,
and seeing that disease did not
become rampant in the camp.

We now have a lovely 25-bed
hospital, complete with kitchen —

even a small ward for officers. It
has been made beautiful inside
with fresh paint and our Station
Engineer is making it beautiful on
the outside with freshly laid sod.
Our Medical Staff feel that patients
in our new hospital will get more
personal attention and become well
faster than when they had to be
sent away to other hospitals but,
although we hope this is true, time
alone will tell,

Perhaps you are interested in
hearing something of those who
have served on the Medical Staff
at Fingal. Sqn. Ldr. Jackson ar-
rived at Fingal on the 11th of
November, 1940, and since that
time has given his services in
attempting to keep disease away
from the personnel of this school.
For a short time he was aided by
Sqn. Ldr. MacLean, who left to
take charge of the medical work at
No. § 8.F.T.S., Summerside, P.E.I,
Then he had as his assistant Fit.
Lt. Male, whose wit and charming
personality made him well liked by
officers and men at the school. He
also gave the school the benefit of
the experience he had obtained in
being a supervisor at one of the
Toronto playgrounds in that he
became chairman of the Sports
Committee at Fingal and helped
greatly in getting a sports pro-

(Continued on Page 4)
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Wg. Comdr. Kennedy

Posted Overseas
(Continued from Page 1)

spring of 1034 he was posted to

No. 20 (AC) Squadron, based at
Peshawar, Indin, and with them
put in over two years' continuous
active service on  the sinister

northwest frontier, which even dur-
ing “peace” years always pre-
sented a scene of active war
operations, as the hardy hillmen
are fanatics who are happiest when
indulging in the gentle arts of head
splitting, throat slitting, or just
long-drawn-out, excruciating tor-
ture, After more than two years
of “relaxation” on this famous
frontier, the Wing Commander was
awarded the India General Service
Medal, and posted back to England.

Then followed a two-month leave
in Canada, and on returning to the
0Old Land, Wg. Comdr. Kennedy
attended a Specialist Armament
Course, on completion of which he
was posted back to his old Service
Flying Training School as Station
Armament Officer. In April of 1939
he was again en route for Canada,
having been posted as an R.A.F.
exchange officer to the R.C.AF.
Then followed various periods of
service at Ottawa, Trenton, Hali-
fax and Dartmouth. He arrived at
No. 4 Bombing & Gunnery School,
Fingal, when it existed as nothing
more than a few hundred acres of
rough farm land. Those few of the
present officers—and they are very
few—who were privileged, like the
“Old Contemptibles” in France in
1914, to be first on the spot, will
well remember, and with somewhat
mixed feelings too, the organiza-
tion, application, and hard driving
work that was devoted over a
period of many months to the
mushroom growth of this now
well-appointed and efficiently ad-
ministered station. Few, if any,
will dispute the statement that No.
4 B. & G. School has developed
into one of the best-organized and
ably-administered units of the

IBritinh Commonwealth Air Train-
ling Plan, and whilst admittedly

this reflects credit on all for their
exzellent concerted effort, much is
due to the indomitable spirit and
the organizing ability behind the
guiding hand of our Commanding
Officer and his predecessor. When
the Wing Commander first arrived
on the station he was appointed
chief instructor, where he was
responsible for all the aircrew stu-
dents undergoing training.

In October of last year, with the
posting of Wg. Comdr, Van Vliet
to Ottawa, Wg. Comdr. Kennedy
took over command of the station.
Since that date, just as prior to it,
the watchword has been “Produc-
tion"; quantity without sacrificing
quality; and all through the long
winter months, despite inclement
flying weather, the courses pro-
gressed to their successful con-
clusion and students graduated on
schedule. Night bombing was in-
troduced, the” number of Air
Observers undergoing training was
increased, and obstacles presented
from time to time were speedily
surmounted.

All recognize that the Command-
ing Officer has executed his miany
and wvarious duties, shouldering
heavy responsibilities in a highly
capable and commendable manner;
and none of us doubt that he has
been recalled to the Royal Air
Force to fill some important niche,
and feel certain that he will carry
on in the same efficient styvle as
has been so continuously demon-
strated on this station.

Mrs. Kennedy, we understand,
plans to stay on in St, Thomas
with the two boys, for a while at
any rate; we shall look forward
to seeing them from time to time
and sincerely hope the separation
may be alleviated through her
contact with the many friends
around them. As for the Wing
Commander, we all wish him every
success and Godspeed.
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gramme under way. Fit. Lt. Wat-
son arrived at Fingal in April,
1941, and gave his services to the
Medical Branch here until his
departure in August to the S.F.T.S.
at Dunnville. In July, 1941, there
arrived at Fingal a very popular
member of the Medical Staff in the
person of Flt. Lt, Graham, who is
still with us and has replaced FIt.
Lt. Male as chairman of the Sports
Committee. His considerate care of
the sick and his enthusiasm for
sports have made him a valuable
asset at Fingal; we hope he will
remain with us for a long time to
come. And for several months we
had Flt. Lt. Smith, who, in addition
to his medical duties, was active as
chairman of the Entertainment
Committee. We were sorry to see
him go to the E.F.T.S. at St. Cath-
arines and hope that some day he
will again return to give Fingal his
valuable services. Recently there
has arrived Dr. Harvey' and he
will no doubt follow in the foot-
steps of those who have preceded
him. There have been many capable
members in the other ranks of the
Medical Branch at this school and,
although one cannot mention them
all by name, it should be mentioned
that their services are appreciated
and that, although the work they
do day by day is often not spec-
tacular, they are helping greatly
in the prevention of disease and
the care of sick and in so doing
are helping Canada win the war.

Dedicated to All the Lads
at Fingal

(Continued from Page 2)

of you, thanks for wonderful “48's"
together.

* 1 am now a part of Y.M.C.A.
War Services and stationed at
Kingston Red Triangle Club, so if
any of you are ever passing
through, as I know you will be,
drop in and say hello and chin for
a while. )

And so until this old war is over
and we once again are able to
settle down tg a regulated routine
of living, may I wish you all the
very best of luck. God bless you
and protect you and bring you
back from this struggle safe and
sound,

Your pal,
DON MARKS,

Kingston Red Triangle Club,

Y.M.C.A. War
Services Supervisor.

Some Noose Is Good Noose

“Listen, buddie, this will relieve
that asthma of yours,” said the
hangman as he adjusted the knot.

COULD IT BE?

With the coming of the Women's
Dept., R.C.A.F., in view many ‘of
the men on the station at Ne. {
B. & G. School are set to thinking™
Is this a man's world after all?
About the last remaining strong-
hold of the men has been invaded,
a reasonable amount of territory
captured, and the feminine army
of occupation have won another
“bloodless battle.”

Will any of our privileges or
freedom be curtailed? is another
question going the rounds. Well
this, of course, remains to be
seen, but depends a great deal upon
the general conduct of both depart-
ments, It is up to the fellows here
to set a fine example at all times
and win respect and admiration
from our newly, appointed sisters
and so keep the name of the
R.C.A.F. at its high.level.

I believe that on the part of the
girls joining the service it is a
grand gesture of patriotism with
the sole object of helping theia
country in the time of need a
not simply to be with the men g=
some would imply. We cannot
but realize, however, that a new
era is dawning over the world, so
the sooner we accept it the quicker
we will progress toward victory.

All trades and professions are
practised by the fair sex (mno
longer referred to as the weaker
sex). But here is the big question:
Is it still up to the man to pay the
way? Would it be fair for a girl
machinist earning $1.50 an hour
to expect her soldier boy-friend
who receives $1.30 a day to pay
for the supper, show and taxi, ete.?
Or, if she offers to pay, has he a
right to be embarrassed?

The main issue is: how will
this social adjustment be ironed
out? Come on, fellows, write Lw
solution and help settle this

saw puzzle.
[ =] =———=] = 1.}
ﬁrt Stanley, Ontario

L MACKIE
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IN ANTICIPATION
(A Salute to the Women)

Shortly after this paper is
ﬁ!ued the ladies of the Women's
ivision, Royal Canadian Air
Force, will occupy our already
famous air station at Fingal.

We, at this station, will welcome
them with open arms — literally?
No, but we have anticipated their
arrival for mapy months now, ap-
parent by the numerous changes
and additions that have taken
place about the station. The Air-
women will be conveniently located
near our new lounge which is our
latest pride and joy.

The Organization Order bring-
ing the Royal Canadian Air Force
(Women's Division) into existence
was issued on September 5, 1941,
The original title or designation of
the Force was “Canadian Women'’s
Auxiliary Air Forece.” But as the
Force was not an “Auxiliary”, but
a component part of the Royal
Canadian Air Force, the name was

anged to “Royal Canadian Air

orce (Women's Division)” by Air
‘:‘:rce Routine Orders issued Feb-
ary 20, 1942, The change in
name was a wise one and the
authorities are to be congratulated
on the change. It will add more
dignity to the Force and create in
the public mind the idea that there
is one Air Force, not two. “In
unity there is strength.” Let us
always keep this thought before
u‘!<

The Women's Division has been
organized to help meet the in-
creased demand for manpower for
combatant and other more strenu-
ous duties, by replacing airmen
with airwomen in such non-
combatant trades as may from time
to time be designated by Air Force

Headquarters. Personnel are en-
listed and are mobile; that is, they
may be posted from one unit to
another as the demands of the
Service require.

All ranks are subject to the Air
Force Act and to the same regula-
tions as officers and airmen except
as  such regulations may be
amended from time to time to meet
the requirements of the Women's
Division.

The change in certain trades
from airmen to airwomen will of
necessity be a gradual one, and
cannot be accomplished in a day.
No time has been lost, however,
and already nearly all the Service
Flying Training Schools of the
Commonwealth Air Training Plan
have received their allotment of
over a hundred officers and Air-
women of the Women’s Division,

All appointments to Officer rank
will be from the ranks.

Airwomen are now being em-
ployed in the following trades:

Administrative: Clerks (Stenog-
rapher); Clerks (General); Clerks
(Accountant) ; Cooks; Cooks (Medi-
cal); Dental Assistants; Equip-
ment Assistants; Motor Transport
Drivers; Messwomen; General
Duties; Telephone Operators.

Pay will be approximately two-
thirds of that received by airmen
of corresponding rank and group-
ing. No dependents’ allowances
will be paid: All other allowances
will be the same as for airmen.

Officers of the Women's Division
hold the King's commission, and
as such will be saluted by airmen
at all times and under such condi-
tions as they are required to
salute their present officers. Like-
wise, airwomen will salute officers
of the Navy, Army and Air Force
at all times. Officers of the Wo-
men's Division will acknowledge
salutes in the same manner as laid
down for Officers of the R.C.A.F.

Airmen will note that they are
to salute Officers only of the
Women's Division and not any
woman in uniform just because she
is a woman. It would be considered
just as much an offence to salute
an airwoman in uniform as it
would be to salute another air-
man. If you think that it is not
an offence to salute another air-
man, just try saluting a Warrant
Officer some time. Yes, he is an
airman, too.

Perhaps our readers may think
that an airwoman cannot be told
to get a haircut; she can. She
must keep her hair clear of the
collar of her jacket. She will not
be permitted to wear jewelry or
trinkets with the exception of wed-
ding rings, signet rings and en-

gagement rings with small stones.
Bright nail polish will not be per-
mitted and make-up is to be

inconspicuous.
Leave and passes . may be
granted to airwomen under the

same conditions as granted to air-
men not on flying duties. Air-
women will comply with Station
Standing Orders the same as
airmen.

Airwomen may apply for their
discharge on request to marry or
on compassionate grounds. Air-
women may be granted permission
to marry by the Commanding
Officer on production of suitable
reference as to the moral character
of the intended husband.

Airwomen will be advanced in
rank and trade grouping in the
same manner as airmen, and as per
instructions contained in Adminis-
trative Orders,

Personnel of the Women's
Division will use the appropriate
mess. That is the officers, the
Officers’ Mess; the sergeants, the
Sergeants’ Mess; except that for
the present the sergeants will use
the women's section of the Air-
men's Mess, tables being reserved

for the N.C.0’s, and, the airwomen
will use a section of the Airmen's
Mess which has been reserved for
them. No mess charges are to be
made except as may be necessary
to cover actual food costs. En-
trance fees, promotion fees and
regular mess dues will not be
charged. They will have no voice
in the governing of the various
messes.

The Commanding Officer may
authorize the invitation of person-
nel of the Women's Division as
guests at entertainment in Royal
Canadian Air Force Messes,

As stated previously, the intro-
duction of women into the Services
in Canada has been made neces-
sary by the anticipated increased
need -for man-power. They will
render equal service with the men.
Perhaps when larger numbers of
women appear on our streets and
in public places in uniform, enlist-
ments from our male population

will show a preference for the
company of men who are in
uniform.

The airwomen will be living and
working under conditions that will
(Continued on Page 8)

TO MEMBERS OF THE AIR FORCES
of “Engineering Opportunities,” our 176-page handbook illustrating home study courses
in all branches of engineering. Address your enquiries to Canadian Institute of Science
& Technology Limited, 126 Chester Building, 219 Bay Street, Toronto.

Special mttention is called to our courses in Aviation listed below. These courses

have been ;
recognized examinations in seronautics but

AVIATION—

Engineers, A, B,
General Aeronantical Engineering
Advanced Aeronasuticsl Engineering

and Aeroplane Design
Aero Engine Course
Afreraft Apprentices’ Course
Pilota’ ““B” License
Alr Navigators' Certificates

MECHANICAL—
AM.I, Mech, E.
Drawing and Design
Die and Press Tool Work
Welding ; ete.

I Canadisn Institute of Science & Technology Limited,

approved by the Royal Aerensutical

: You are invited to write for a free copy

ty. They cover syllabuses of
begin with elementary work if necessary:
ELECTRICAL—
AMIEE
General Electrical Engineering
Electrical Installations
Electric Meters, Measuring Instruments
A.M. Brit. LR.E.
General Wireless
Adv. Wircless and High Frequency
Radio Servicing, Maintenance & Repairs
Short Wave Radio; ete.

GENERAL—
A.M.I1.CE

Civil Engineerifg
Structural Engineering
London Matriculation
B.Sc. (Pure Sclence)

126 Chester Building, 219 Bay Street, Toronto, Ont. I

Please forward,

free of cost or obligation of any kind, your 176-page

Handbook, "ENGINEERING OPPORTUNITIES.” I

l Name
| Address
Course interested in
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IN ANTICIPATION

(Continued from Page 6)

e strange to them. All officers,
N0 and men of the Royal
Canadian Air Force must do all

thut they can to help them in the
course of their duties and to adjust
themselves to their new surround-

ings. Situations are certain to
arise which have never arisen nor
been dealt with before. It will,
therefore, be necessary to rely on
the good sense of all personnel,
both airmen and airwomen, as well
as officers, to see that these situ

ations do not become serious either

in their nature or their number.
We take pride in the fact that in
the Air Force we have men of

intelligence.
If our airwomen prove themselves
to be of the same high standard,

above the average of

we shall be fortunate, and our
problems will be few and not of a
serious nature.

All personnel must realize that
the same relationship should exist
between the different ranks of the
Women’s and the Royal
Canadian Air Force when off duty
as has in the past existed between
the different of the Royal
Canadian Air Force.

We welcome the personnel of
the Women's Division to this sta-
tion and assure them that we will
do all in our power to make their
stay here a pleasant one. As in
all departures from tradition, the
of the public are upon us.
Many of our civilian friends are
skeptical as to the outcome and
would like to say: “I told you so.”
Let us show them that men and
women can work together just as
successfully in the Royal Canadian
Air Force as in any civilian indus-
try or commercial corporation. And
when our enemies are finally put
in their and Hitler is
dangling from the end of a rope,

Division

ranks

eyes

place

may airwomen as well as airmen |

be able to look back on a job well
done.

“My preference for blondes dates
back to my childhood.”

“Your childhood?”

“Yes, even then I was afraid of
the dark.”

A member of THE OBSERVER staff
approached me recently with a re-
quest that I give a summary, con-
“programme of
to Discipli-

cerning object,

training', applicable
narian pupils.

To the average layman, or those
not familiar with requirements of
this trade, it would appear from
casual observation that the course
consisted of purely Drill, Drill
and Drill, endless repetition of
marching back and forth from here
to there, and would cause one to
wonder possibly why a whole ten
weeks is devoted to a distinctly
limited phase of Air Training.

In pre-war days the term “Dis-
ciplinarian” was a highly respected
one. It would cause one to visual-
ize a Warrant Officer of many,
many years of experience of
handling men, whose competence
was beyond question, both as an
established instructor, sound
knowledge of procedure, initiative
and qualities of a general advisor;
one that a new recruit would auto-
matically seek and respect their
advice when needed. This, by no
means, indicated a very uncommon
person; on the contrary, such a
person came to be, through the
result of thorough training and

confirmed qualifications in each
rank, up the ladder. The ultimate
result beipg sound service knowl-

L. H. TOWERS
Cleaners

TUESDAY and THURSDAY

% Over-Nite Service X

DISCIPLINE

edge brought about by experience.

During this last world war
rapid and wvast expansion of the
service has necessitated that hun-
dreds of men needed to take

charge of new airmen entering the | ;,iraq

service were required. The type of |

established competent instructors
were not available in comparison
to numbers needed; therefore it
automatically followed that ordi-
nary airmen, some of which were
chosen from General Duties, by
reason of them being considered
stable, reliable with qualities of
leadership, which when developed
through training could qualify as
an efficient Disciplinarian. Other
sandidates for this trade were en-
listed by reason of them having
shown proof of ability to control
effectively, athletic groups, ete.

The toughest and main problem,
of course, is felt at commence-
ment, as it is at this stage one is
faced with a group of men who in
the main have had no experience
as instructors, but what is worse,
no basic service experience, as a
high percentage of these men have
had as little as two weeks’ service
On some courses.

The problem is considered tough,
due to the fact that in order to
work progressively in accordance
with programme the men have, out
of necessity, got to be highly dis-
ciplined from the very start. The
psychological effeet on the men
by complete change of
environment and rigid discipline as
mentioned is apt to discourage
most pupils at the start, and it is
at this point where
example and standard must be
demonstrated and maintained by
instructors., Personal pride, i.e,
the honour of wearing the King's
uniform, especially in these days
when the country is at war, is
emphasized to recruits. This, to-
gether with constant checking on
appearance and deportment, brings

caused

personal |

about a sense of well being which,
when amplified, develops into pride
of Unit and esprit de corps.

pride of Unit is estab.
lished, the problems of 1rninir.
are simplified, A potential instrue- .
tor is required not only to be able
efficiently, but also
knowledge of detail, and ability to

Once

to perform

impart instruction in individual
training, Arms drill, collective
training, flight, squadron, wing
and ceremonial drill; also, the

same applies to Physical Trnining,
Pupils, however, are not required
to qualify in P.T. as experts, but
it required that they obtain a
sound working knowledge of all
exercises included in the P.T.
tables, quickening games, knowl-
edge of general athletics, field and
track, tabloid sports, also lectures
on organization and laying out of
athletic fields is given, also funda-
mentals of boxing meets, equip-
ment, and organization applicable
to, is given. Pupils are also re-
to have an elementary
knowledge of the general functia"_‘.
ing of the human body, and fo

this reason lectures coverigg:y
skeleton, respiratory, oirculntom
nervous and

digestive,
excretory systems are given, also
lectures on First Aid. Also exten-
sive lectures are devoted to voice
control and of command,
and series of lectures concerning

Is

muscular,

words

(Continued on Page 7)

R.C.A.F.

Steele’s St. Thomas office
is one of 5, operated by
Canada’s largest firm of
Optometrists. Our local
optometrist has been in
charge for 19 years.
Come in with confidence
for free adjustments
and service. Thorough
eye examinations, and
glasses if necessary, at
reasonable cost.

STEELE’S

“Reliable for 19 Yean"
Opposite CAPITOL THEATRE
ST.THOMAS
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carrying out
‘extru duties required of them.

DISCIPLINE

{Continued from Page 6)

and explaining procedure applic-
able to Conduct Sheets, framing of
tharges, Orderly Room procedure,
entry of awards, minor offence,
charge reports and guard reports,
procedure applicable to arrest,
powers of C.0. and subordinate
commanders and a fundamental
knowledge of the more common
offences under the Air Force Act.
Pupils are also taught sanitation
and hygiene applicable to troops,
under conditions of temporary
camps and bivouacs. »
To summarize the above, it
means that a potential discipli-
narian is one considered capable of
developing those qualities of com-
mand and leadership and instruc-
tional ability, so that they can
train effectively in accordance with
Service requirements, recruits of
the R.C.A.F. in their basic training
of drill and P.T. so that the re-
cruits may be physically capable of
their normal and

Drill is considered ome of the
nest aids to discipline in that it
teaches an airman unhesitating,
immediate and cheerful obedience
to orders without altercation, and
discipline in turn aids in the gen-
eral proficiency of all work and

To the Boys Who Eeep
‘Em Up There

Many people talk about the boys
in the air,

But what about the boys who keep
'em there?

They worry and stew

About the things they have to do,

And try to keep their courage up

Until their ship comes through.

They work and they toil

In daylight and dark,

Fixing things, arranging things,
Testing all the sparks.

Then! the bell rings

And the great ship takes off.

No, these boys don't wear uniforms

Like first and second pilots do.

They call themselves “Grease
Monkeys"

And “Woodticks"”, too.

They ought to be recognized by
the people

As brave boys, it's true,

One slip of the hammer, one turn
of the wrench,

One bolt not tightened, one cog not
oiled

Can write disaster for those who
toiled,

But what of those up there above

Who have put their trust

In a “Grease Monkey's" glove?

duty.

\;’rc do not pretend to produce a Remember these boys for their
thoroughly qualified experienced ) deeds _noblr and tr.ue,
disciplinarian within the com- 1'01'_ keeping them flying up there
paratively short space of ten in the blue,
weeks; however, we do feel that And when you stand and gaze up
trdinees receive a thorough ground- Part of a Disciplinarian T:;‘ai'ning‘t'a to learn to organmize and there
ing which adequately fits them for conduet a fnm-ru!._ During ‘Hu' 1‘\-?‘ 11 (,m.:rm' .ljltm‘wa: carried out to| At that lovely bird so graceful and

. every minute detail. Sgt. Galbraith and Sgt. “Curley” Maynes fwith fair
the long road of experience, and hair) above acted as Padres. From perusal of the photo, you can ; ¥ .
it is gratifying to the writer, who | imagine it will be some time before this will be forgotten. Think of the toil, the fret and
has been connected with all courses — - - - — — care,
as instructor, P.T. instructor, chief | course about to conclude is the Cpl. Cronin, V. B. Remember the boys that keep 'em
largest in candidates for a Discipli- —Assistant P. T. Instructor. | up there.

instructor, and officer i/c, to see
that the instructional staffs -have
en on the whole, sound in their
judgment, in that approximately
30 of our pupils have since gradu-
ating as junior N.C.0’s attained
commissioned rank, due to recom-
mendations of the part of their
Commanding Officer's. More than
a dozen are now W.0.1, and about
80 W.0.2's, and several hundred
holding Senior N.C.O. rank.

In closing, as Officer Command-
ing the course, I would say that
training facilities, accommodation,
and location has beeri ideal in every
respect, on this station. Such con-
ditions never have been experienced
during courses held elsewhere. It
has been gratifying also to feel
the co-operative spirit of the sta-
tion personnel, which has had the
effect of making us feel that the
Disciplinarian Courses held here
were respected and considered an
asset to the station. This current

narian Course in the history of the
R.CA.F.
Staff
Li. H. N. Hinton
—Officer i/¢ Course.
F.0. H. 8. Cassidy
—Adjutant.
Fit. Sgt. Buss, W. C. J.
—Chief Instructor.
Sgt. Galbraith, M.
-Assistant Drill Instructor.
Sgt. Maynes, W. W.
—Aassistant Drill Instructor.
Cpl. Wright, K. J.
—Assistant Drill Instructor.
Cpl. Forsyth, H. F.
—Assistant Drill Instructor.
Cpl. Church, J. G.
—Aassistant Drill Instructor.
Cpl. Colquhoun, G. P.
—Assistant Drill Instructor.
Fit. Sgt. Inman, W. N.
—P.T.I. Instructor.
Cpl. Taylor, R. A.

Flt.

—Assistant P.T. Instructor.

Port Stanley Ball Room

Advance Sale 85¢

Miday, May 22nd
CHARLIE BARNETT

«“THE KING OF THE SAXAPHONE"”
and His Zamouws American Band

Dancing 8 to 1

Regular Admission $1.00

!
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1
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!
1
1
[
|
!
!

Dancing Every Friday and Saturday
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OUR NEW PADRE

This husky gentleman, who as a
college student won fame in the
field of sport, specializing
wrestling, got his start in Pictou,
Nova Scotia. He attended McGill
University from 1931 until 1935
and during this period spent his
summers in the North Woods of
Ontario — somewhere near Fort
William. Apready he has told of a
few of his harrowing escapes from
grizzlies and upset canoes,

While at McGill, Padre MacLean
took a special course in Arts,
Theology and Science and it was
during these years that he became
a member of the boxing, wrestling
and fencing teams of his college.
His hobby was wrestling and at
that game won several prizes from
Queen’s and Toronto Universities.

Padre MacLean then took a post-
graduate course at McGill, during
which time he also accepted a
small circuit outside of the City of
Montreal; after two years here he
was called to serve as a pastor at
St. Stephen, N.B.,, and remained
there until his recent appointment
to the Chaplaincy of the Royal
Canadian Air Force.

Flt. Lt. Robert Underwood Mac-
Lean will be in his office in the
Airmen's Lounge at regular hours
and is anxious to meet the per-
sonnel of this station at their
convenience.

LIBRARY NOTES

No. 4 Bombing and Gunnery
School can be proud of the excel-
lent library now located in the
Airmen's Lounge. Contributions of
books have been received from
time to time from many outside
sources, until today there are

WATTS'

TAXI| SERVICE
Port Stanley

DAY and NIGHT
SERVICE

® Phone 287-R-4 @

i

L L L R R
ra A B A AR A AR AR sRAAl LRl

in

Station News

approximately 2,000 volumes avail-
able,

What do you read? Westernsa?
There are volumes by Zane Grey,
Seltzer, Tuttle, P. B. Kyne, Cullum,
Rex Beach and many others. Are
you romantically inclined. Kath-
erine Brush, Grace Livingston Hill,
and Temple Bailey are a few of
the many authors Tepresented.
Detective stories? Look over the
selections by [Edgar Wallace,
Walling, Valentine, Gardner, Rex
Stuart and Frome. History? There
are volumes from the time of Car-
lyle to the present day. Many best
sellers and Book-of-the-Month Club
choices are on the shelves with
Gunther's Inside Asia and Inside
Latin America being representa-
tive of the class of books available.

The Canadian Legion Education-
al Services have provided books on
technical and trade topics. Two
recent additions are Quantity Food
Service Recipes and the New
American Cook Book. Aircraft
Maintenance, Dyke's Automobile
Encyclopedia, Audel’s Builder's
Guide give some idea of the scope
of the technical library.

This library is for the use of the
personnel of this station. Library
hours have been rather irregular
for the past few weeks, but it is
usually open from 1245 to 1320
hours and 1800 to 1900 hours. Some
of the books of special interest at
present available at the library
are “Blood, Sweat and Tears” by
Rt. Hon. W. Churchill; “The Battle
for Asia” Edgar Snow; “Mission to
Moscow” J. E. Davies; “France in
Berlin Time"” Thomas Kernan;
“Australia” Paul McGuire; “The
Balance Sheet of the Future”
Ernest Bevin; “Pattern of Con-
quest” by Harch.

Our Revised Orchestra

It was suggested to the men of
the Orchestra to say a few words
in this month’'s FINGAL ORSERVER.
Some said: “Oh, I can’t think of
anything right now.” But 1 am
writing this for myself and a few
others concerned in the music of
the station. We have a station
dance tonight and hope it turns

out 0.K., making everybody glad
that they came for the dance. We
know it is hard to keep up with
some of these popular city bands;
we keep plugging in there and
practice as much as possible (which
could be a little more) to keep the
musicians in tune. We have room
for a few more sax players and
other wind instruments if anybody
wishes to make our little gathering
a little larger for more dances to
come. We have in our band three
fellows who came from T.T.S. a
while ago as bandsmen and are
very good musicians, and those
who were at the last station dance
were introduced to these boys and
since then we all have improved
some. “That's if we don't loose our
nerve when we get up on the
stand.”

Well, anyhow, it sure would be
nice if we could get a few more
musicians in our band and really
get some practice. Then we would
give some of this Glen Miller and
Tommy Dorsey music. As it is
now we only get practice when Rod
Smith, our head man, can get us all
rounded up for a rehearsal. Then
there is something to mess things
up and something in the road.

Well, I can’t steam on for much
longer, but if we had more co-
operation this band would really
amount to something. It has a
backbone now and all we need is

the support to this backbone to
build it up.
Hoping we can form a bigger
and better band, I remain,
YoURS FOR BIGGER AND
BETTER ENTERTAINMENT.

LETTERS

Letters so easily put off, as easily
are penned;

A three-cent stamp is all it costs
a cheery word to send.

And no one minds the scribbled
lines, at least nobody should,

r heeds a word or two misspelled
—the letter's always good.

What is it in us makes us think
“Tomorrow [ will write”

And thus delay the heartening word
that ought to go tonight.

Yet 'tis the commonest of faults—
a universal trend—

To think a better time will come
for writing to a friend.

“Tomorrow” or next week perhaps
or when there's more to tell,

Or when we've not so much to
the next long, easy spell;

Or any time except just now, be-
vond the slightest doubt,

LY
We'll settle down with pen and irs"

and get those letters out.
Some say they find it hard to
write, but surely that's not true;
I hold it is the simplest task which
friend for friend can do.
Five minutes’ time, a postage
stamp—the letter’s on its way—
And there can be no better time
for writing than today.

Compliments of
Percy Spackman |
YOUR @ DEALER

Opposite Grand Central Hotel
ST.THOMAS

St. Thomas

For Lerice and Latisfaction! .

CITY DAIRY

Doubly-Protected Pure Pasteurized Dairy Products

Call 946
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While looking down through the
bomb sight the other day I got to
thinking about this free speech
business in the democratic coun-
pies. It sure is a wonderful thing
alright, but while I was thusly
thinking of the great many things
we have in Canada and U.S.A. that
are real luxuries and help so much
to make ours a life worth living
instead of a drab existence, I began
to wonder if we weren't just get-
ting used to this stuff that we had
lost track of value regarding this
free speech thing.

What brought it to my mind was
a little incident which happened on
my last leave—mind you, I didn’t
sit in a beer parlor the whole
seven days, like most of you guys
think, but I did fiddle away an idle
hour or two bending the rite
elbow frequently enjoying the cool
suds, while letting the feel of civvy
clothes lull me into a very fine
state of complete relaxation. Happy
to be alive, healthy, with enuff hair
left to comb, teeth left to be able
p eat, and a country to live in

*where everything is yours and
ine, as much as we want, when-
‘:Fer and wherever we work to
obtain it—no limit. Well as all
this nice rosy stuff is hanging all
over me—] hear a coupla lame
brains at a table beside me—going
through the old crap about — the
Government’s no good, the Presi-
dent's no good—the army, navy
and air force is mo good. They
weren't tight, the one guy's trying
to sell the other guy his miserable
and lop-sided slant on life, that's
all; and the other bozos taking it
all in, to hand to someone else as
soon as he gets a chance, and in
the meantime going around hating
everybody and everything. Well,
part of his blatting went some-
thing like ‘this: “Looka here,
ump, why do we hafta pay for
dlia war; we didn't start it, and
besides, lookit the way I'm work-
.ing-——lﬁ hours a day, and the boss
wants me to come back ' tonite —
Tahell withum — Stalin says he'd
starve with the people; who says
that here, not our Government
men, no sir, and another thing he
says when we was on the relief,
why didn't they give us a job mak-
ing airplanes and cannons; I ain’t
sorry for 'em if they take a beaten,

SEEN THROUGH A BOMB SIGHT

it's their own fault he
“shoulda known better.”

Well, as I said before, I'm no
angel, and in camp I can bellyache
and moan as well as any good
airman (I like to see guys moan,
its good for them) but when your
coveralls are off and you pass
through the gate, the moan stays
inside the fence —leave the head
clean of station and regimentation
difficulties, its easier to answer the
old question “How’s the grub at
Fingal?"” by a definite answer such
as “No kick at all”, or “not like
home but good”, and you'll be sur-
prised to find you feel better after
you've said it that way—and that
civilian will pass it on just so—
but let him hear a complaint, and
he'll distort the answer in such a
manner that the R.C.A.F, will take
a kick in the pants every time he
retells it.

Well then theres the know it all,
he can answer any thing about
anything, he really doesn’t know
the score atall but he likes to say
astounding things to amuse his
audience and he'll say anything
atall even that such and such an
officer of some rank kicked his
wife's teeth out, or that he was a
bootlegger years ago or any old
thing he can conjure up in his mad
way to have the spotlight on his
conversation, you've seen these
guys.

Well the idea is this regarding
the two droops in the beer parlour,
I didn’t get into any argument
with them, but I merely stated a
fact which neither one could deny
as being true, and proceeded gently

BaySs,

FOR SMOOTH FROZEN ICE CREAM

to show them the rite side of the
story.

I asked him if he liked the idea
of being a free man, then I told
him the reason why armaments
and planes and such were not built
on a production basis over the last
20 years.

Would you like to ride in a car
of 1920 vintage, well why pile all
money into junk. The smart sys-
tem which has been accepted by
the great democracies is not to
produce and store away but to
keep machinery up to date which
can throw out war material at a
fast clip, when its needed, on short
notice—thereby having the latest
and best equipment, If you read
much of the news these days you'll
be amazed at all the rate America
is producing men and machinery
for war. And look at the R.C.A.F.,
your own outfit—do you realize its
the greatest thing of its kind in the
world, and only a coupla years old.
Well I can't talk all day but you
see what I mean anyhow.

So adios.

HEADQUARTERS

Well folks, in next month’s issue
we'll give you our impressions,
slightly censored perhaps, of the

R.CA.F. (W.D.). Yes sir, the
ladies, bless their hearts, arrive in
Fingal on the 23rd of May. In the
meantime, the station awaits with
a slight trepidation, and some mis-
givings, their arrival. And also, by
the time nmext month’s issue comes
out, we shall have a new C.0. Yes,
great things are happening. Oh
yes, and I nearly forgot this one:
Port Stanley opens on May 8th
(Advt.). Yes, all in all, I guess
the station will take on a new
lease on life, and awake from its
winter sleep. The ball players
around headquarters are getting
warmed up these nice spring
nights, so any of youse guys that
think you ecan play ball, turn out
any night at the sports field and
get in the game. We have such
stars in our line-up as “Wild Wils"”
Ledingham, “Shorty” Cramer,
“Lost-in-a-hole” Evans, “Put-'em-
in-there” Pentney, “Bashing Bob”
Cunningham, “Cannonball” Craig,
“Spider” MacKenzie, and a host of
other stars. Congratulations to
Sgt. Wood of Wood & Bricks upon
getting the third hook. We hope
he doesn’t forget to wet it properly
(hint). Our friend, Cpl. Orr of
Wood and Bricks, has just heard
some good news. He is to be trans-
ferred to the Royal Canadian
Navy, with the rank of Warrant
Officer. Congratulations, Roy. Cpl.
Russell of the Hospital has just
been discharged for medical rea-
sons, in- case anybody is missing
his cheerful mug around the hos-
pital. However, we still have Rock
over there to kid the boys along
(Continued on Page 10)

FINGAL R.C.A.F.

OFFICERS

. « » May We Be of Service to You

CUSTOM TAILORED
UNIFORMS and GREATCOATS

¢ COMPARE ¢
Our Representative will be at Officers’ Quarters
Weekly for Short Periods.

ORTH LIMITED - London

AS SUPPLIED TO THE MESS

AIR & BALKWILL

Talbot Street

PHONE 653

St.Thomas, Ont.
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(Continued from Page 9)

when they’re blue. Jay Shaver has
left Headquarters Building and is
now hiding down in the Recreation
Hall. Guess you can sleep more
soundly down there, eh Jay? (ow!)
Freddie Clarke says he wears the
pants in his family, but we notice
that when a telegram came in last
week agking had he been posted to
Alaska that, oddly enough, he went
home the next week-end, Casanova
Cramer is coming along ably under
(larke's tuition and is starting to
have feminine troubles himself.
“Lost-in-a-hole” Evans went home
to dear old Toronto last week on a
week’s leave. We hope you gave
all the girls a treat, Billy, and
didn't just confine all your charm
to one. Well folks, pardon me now,
I got to go up to London and see
one of those beautiful girls for
which that city is justly famous.

EDUCATIONAL

Since the commencement of the
war education has been a deciding
factor in the placement of men in
the wvarious trade groups in the
R.C.A.F. Educational standards
for pilots and observers were
necessarily  high. Many young
men, well qualified physically for
aircrew, were unable to meet the
educational requirements.

The Director of Airmen Per-
sonnel Services has set up a new
branch of Air Force Training
whereby those who wish to re-
muster to aircrew may reach the
required educational standard by
means of a comparatively short
and intensive course in Mathe-
matics, Science and English. A
full time Educational Officer has
been posted to each Service Flying
Training School and Bombing and
Gunnery School to organize and
conduct classes to provide refresher
courses for airmen who have been

. { o |
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out of school for two or more years
but who hold Junior Matriculation
or Upper School certificates in
Mathematies and Science, Instruc-
tion will also be provided for those
who attended High or Technical
School for one or two years who
are desirous of re-mustefing to
Aircrew.

The following procedure should
be followed by those who wish to
re-muster:

(1) File an application for re-
mustering with F.O. Murray.

(2) Interview the Educational
Officer regarding placement in re-
mustering or refresher classes.

Candidates for re-mustering who
have completed Grade X or Form
I1 work in High School should be
able to complete the required
courses in from 12 to 156 weeks on
the basi& of three two-hour periods
per week. The Mathematics curricu-
lum includes a review of fractions,
decimals, metric system of meas-
urement, averages, measurement
of angles, elementary algebra to
the simple equation, graphs,
similar triangles and =eale, velocity
vectors, trigonometry of the right
angled triangle logarithms. This
course was drafted to meet the
requirements of the Air Cadet
League of Great Britain and the
text used is ‘“Aircraft Mathe-
matics” by Walling and Hill

The Science course parallels that
of the Junior Matriculation with
a study of mechanics of fluids,
compressibility of gases, laws of
motion, humidity and cloud forma-
tion, thermometer scales, magnet-
ism and electricity.

The English test requires suffi-
cient knowledge of English to write
clearly and correctly—and to give
evidenee of a clear understanding
of written English.

At the conclusion of the course

| the Educational Officer will set an

examination in each subject :and
those who take the examination

g Air Force
Dress

OXFORDS
$4.00 - $5.00 - $6.00

AGNEW-SURPASS

Shoe Store St.Thomas

successfully are eligible for re-
muster to Aircrew provided that

they can meet the requirements of
the M2 examination and pass the
ability to learn test.

Airmen may re-muster at the
rate of five per month from this
station. To fill this quota, re-
muster classes are held every
morning from 1000 to 1200 hours
in the classroom in No. 1 Hangar
and for day crew classes are held
in G.L.S. Sunday, Tuesday and
Thursday from 1900 to 2100 hours.
A refresher class for those who
hold Junior Matriculation or its
equivalent is being held Monday,
Wednesday and Friday evenings
from 1900 to 2100 hours,

Candidates should understand
that these courses in no way re-
place the Canadian Legion Educa-
tional Services courses. Canadian
Legion courses are recognized by
the Department of Education in all
provinces. The Air Force,courses
are given only for re-mustering.
To complete the re-muster class

sary to attend classes regularly
and spend part of your leisure time
in study, but if you really desire
an opportunity to take your place
with the airerew personnel tbis.
your chance to qualify.

\ SECURITY GUARD
NOTES

This humble pen arrived at “No.
4", our beloved Bombing and Gun-
nery School, on St. Patrick’s Day,
March 17, 1942. Perhaps what
follows can be written in a style
that interprets the average impres-
sions and duties, trials and thrills
of the average guard. I speak of
potential aircrew boys who con-
tinue after some weeks to I.T.S.
At present Permanent Guards have
taken over the job indefinitely.

A Security Guard has a fairly
good opportunity to survey various
sections of this station, if he keeps
his eyes and ears open. He learns
the value of each man's job,
whether it be on the ground or in
the air. It is his first opportuni
to meet “old timers” whose u’
forms, though worn and faded,
proudly display long and skil
service, He says to himself “Th
is a man of experience who means
much to the force and to freedom.”

(Continued on Page 11)
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SECURITY GUARD NOTES

(Continued from Page 10)

He learns to recognize the various
‘gee of aircraft on the station
nd others displayed graphically in

buildings and hangars. He guards
crashes and hears of more experi-
ences of the flyers and supporting
crews. He also gets a smattering
of knowledge as to the nature,
whereabouts and job of the ma-
chines and calculations of the pilot,
the observer and the air gunner.
He buys or borrows what books
and articles there may be available
on knowledge which later on will
be vital to his progress. It is thus
possible in seven or eight weeks to
learn much about flight, engines,
and other operational procedure for
aircraft.

Of course he meets men from
widely scattered countries and
from as many different jobs. Upon
questioning them or just chewing
the proverbial rag he finds they
are friendly to the novice, interest-

and with first-hand experience.

each S.G. group we find men

om every part of Canada and the

‘.S.A., in fact, from other lands

as well, a veritable cross section of

free races. Many stories, view-

points and friendly slams are ex-

changed while learning about

strange places and conditions from
fellows who have “been there.”

For those who may wonder,
Security Guards don't shoot at
station personnel who don't stop
when they are caught “on the
spot.” The shot is merely a warn-
ing shot. If they halt, very seldom
is a challenge necessary unless the
case looks or acts “suspicious.” If
the spotlight is ignored then —
orders are orders but no one gets
killed without reason.

If you've never been up in one

. those guard-turrets for two,

hree or four hours you don't know
oEIOE=———=030

I
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much about it, and be thankful,
The weather can be anything and
visibility zero. Sleepiness has a
nasty tendency to sand up the
glimmers when all is so still. There
is too much opportunity to be
doing nothing, which profession
isn't good for anyone and becomes
very boring. However, if we all
realize the many monotonous jobs,
flying and on the ground, it helps
to pass the time away,

From first-hand reports the boys
seem to get around very well out-
side these gates. Toronto, Ottawa,
Hamilton, Buffalo, Cleveland, De-
troit and even Chicago are visited
on “48's” and from accounts ren-
dered prove very good spots for
any leave. '

Flips are available to Security
Guards now and then and cause
quite a bit of speculation when a
first timer goes upstairs. His
description of the flight may be
anything from a grunt to three
chapters of thrills.

If a suggestion may be in order
the boys would like to see good tea
and coffee more often. A decided
improvement in cuisine has been
noticed of late, however,

To be drafted from Security
Guard to I.T.S. is a very satisfac-
tory conclusion to seven or eight
weeks here. Enough said on this
matter.

In conclusion, the guards thank
all station personnel who have in
any way been in charge of their
work and welfare. This salute in-
cludes our corporals, our flight and
our officers in Maths and P.T. We
have appreciated our superb
lounge, our friendly canteen, the
various concerts, shows, contests
and dances. May we add thanks
also to our “Y" man and sports
room. And so Toronto, here we
come.

THE ARMAMENT
SECTION

We are in a reminiscent mood
these days. News from overseas.
Bill Newell, McFarlane, Urlin and
the rest of the boys reached Albion
safely, We had a letter from Mae-
Iver, who tells us that he also
joined the. fellows at the boat. Me-
Farlane, he claims, was not very
much in evidence during the trip
across. To quote from the letter:
“Hardly saw McFarlane on the
trip over. As usual, he was run-
ninx around talking to the Big

Shots and getting the score gener-
ally.” He goes on to say: “The
people treat us swell, and I think
it’s going to be okay once we get
used to the grog, money, weather
(awful), etc., ete.”” So we are in
a reminiscent mood. We sat
around the barracks, talking over
old times after we had read the
letter and wished that we were
“over there” with the gang. About
the only good thing that comes of
war—apart from the smartening-
up we get, nationally —is friend-
ship. It brings together men who
would otherwise in all probability
never meet. And it brings them
together so intimately that bonds
of affection are strongly forged.
We used to be known as a “wild
bunch” last summer. We were not
really. It was merely that we had
a lot of very strong characters and
temperaments. And the result was
that whenever we got together
there was a display of pyrotechnics
—mirable dictu, as Virgil put it, or
might have. And heaven help us
if most of us haven’t a bit of the
devil in us when we meet the
enemy. I should like to be with the
old gang in a front line. The Hon.
Jap and the Nasty Nazi would get
quite a reception. I can see Mac-
Farlane hollering his head off and
scaring "em to death with the sound
of it, and Bill Newell quietly pick-
ing 'em off with a rifle, not to
mention Quick — of bomb-fusing
fame—playing hardball with hand

grenades. Yes, we may have ap-
peared to be a rum bunch. But
bless those boys, They had hearts
of gold.

Incidentally, we'd like to take
time out to welcome the newcomers
to our Armament fold. They are
too many to name. They have long
got the score by now and are well
settled with us.

Someone asked me today why it
was that Aletter went about with
such a woe-begone look on his
physiognomy. That, I replied, it a

simple question. “Al” is likely
worried about something. But it

(Continued on Page 12)
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doesn't necessarily mean that he
is unhappy. Because he's
quite contented unless he is wor-
to death about something.
Like as not, his mind is full of
bomb sight gears, jettison tubes,
light serivs bomb earriers and a
couple of girls in Toronto. (Con-
fidentially, with regard to the lat-
ter, I'm not sure whether he
doesn’t know which one to marry
=or which one is going to nab him.
It's one or the other.) No, Aletter's
all right. He's as happy as a pig
in a barnyard when he's got a
load on his mind, Now, take
Traves. He is never unhappy. Or,
at least, that iz what he would
have us think. He just shouts “Oh,
joy!" and carries on. Besides,
Aletter HAS something on his
mind right now and what it is we
know for sure. The Armament
Barracks cat recently gave birth to
four kittens. Al was so fussy
about pre-natal care that we called
him papa. And, by heavens! even
the kittens think that now. You
ought to see them leap all over
him when he gets in from work.
And the old lady comes up and
says, “Okay, Al dear, what about
something to eat!™

never

ried

There is something to be said for
a certain young man in aur section
who is doing a wonderful job with-
out fanfare or fame. L.A.C.
Wright, H. H., Armourer (Bombs),
is assisting as a teacher of mathe-
matics at the classes recently
under way for brushing up would-
be aircrew. “Herb”, we call him.
Well, Herb, old boy, here is a
bouquet for your efforts. We've
been hearing some mighty good
reports you from your
“students'. They say you have a
knack for spilling the beans. And
while we're at it, Herb, when you
are winging your way over the
white cliffs of Dover towards those
Nasty Nazi airports, don't forget
to drop an egg for us.

about

Anyone, with or without horti-
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culturistic tendencies, who would
like an eyeful of pleasure should
meander past the Armament Sec-
tion barracks. By the time this
appears in print the Armament
garden will be in full bloom . ..
we hope, Crummy lot though we
may be, we have our moments.

THE QUESTION OF THE
MONTH: Will my gas last out?
THIS MONTH'S FASHION

NOTE: Uniforms, Summer, for the
use of the airmen of . . .

Impregnate your blue uniform

with Chlorosulphonic Acid. It'll
simply riddle it with holes and
provide excellent ventilation. We

have this from FIt. Sgt. Reilly,
who is apparently an authority on
the subject. This is his method.
Unscrew the plug from a Bombs,
Practice, Smoke, 11%4 lbs. With a
circular motion of the hand
sprinkle your uniform (and your-
self) well with the contents. Allow
to dry.

NOTES FROM THE
WORKSHOP

® Just a few words from the lads
in the workshops, this being our
first appearance in THE FINGAL
OBsServER. We fix everything from
flat bottom chairs to Fairey
Battles.

We wish all the luck there is to
two lads from our section just
posted to Polsen Manitoba, Cpls.
MacKenzie and Semper. Both have
been with us for the last year.

Also missed by the section and
the band is Bert Sewell, who was
posted to Ottawa some time ago.

When it comes to beautifying
the section we are still tops, even
got the Firefighter lads beat. One
Officer asked us if we're building
the fence to harbor little brown
bears or Fairies. 1 guess they're
just jealous.

If you see a certain L.A.C.
Cormier walking around in a daze
and wringing his hands, don't
worry; it will just be the blessed
event he and his wife are expeet-
ing. (Apologies to Winchell.)

Its getting bad when a lad by
the name of James lets a cousin in
the R.A.F. take his girl out right
under his nose. Then begins the
worry about getting things back
under control,

They say in spring a Yyoung
man’s fancy turns to thoughts of
love and other things. Get a shot
of this: L.A.C. Calhoun and A.C.2
Richards expect a session with
Cupid in the near future.

Ye old radiator man Hardy is
racing around the shop repairing
rads and putting on weight. If
that bay window of his gets any

bigger he'll be getting an hour's
extra drill each morning to help
the slimming.

Cpl. Case and his gang of wood
butchers are still hammering away.
Packing airscrews and building
cupboards, tables, ete.

Cpl. Sewel wonders what kind
of how much corn flakes he has got
to eat to get that third hook.

His love affairs are still a worry.
Maybe some day he will marry the
gal. He better do something quick
about it, though, before the Waafs
get here.

So until next time we sign off,

WORKSHOPS.

Y.W.C.A. HOSTESS
HOUSE

For the airmen who have bheen
posted here recently we welcome
them to the Hostess House, next
door to the Guard House, Come to
read, write letters, play games or
listen to the radio—in other words,
we want you to feel that it is your
home away from home, It is a
meeting plrace for you and your
families and friends. Have them
come here to wait for you. We
hope that you will bring your
wives here and let us be of service
to them. We help you to get suit-
able accommodation for them for
days, weeks or months,

Every Tuesday evening there is
a dance at the Y.W.CA. in St,
Thomas for all airmen. Wives wel-

come. Admission, 26 cents,

The wives of the Fingal airmen
have organized themselves into
two clubs—one for those who live
in Fingal and the vicinity and the
other for those who live in St.
Thomas.

Mrs. J. 1. Smith is President of
the Fingal Club and Mrs. Stanley
Nelsen, the Secretary-Treasurer,
Their meetings are held at the
members’ houses every Tuesday

afternoon at 230, At the last
meeting they decided to take First
Aid Classes furnished by the St.
John Ambulance Corps of St
Thomas, which classes will ,
ably be held in Fingal,

Mrs. C. E..Wickhorst is Presi-
dent of the St. Thomas Club and
Mrs. S. G. Simpson the Secretary-
Treasurer. They meet at the
Y.W.CA. in St, Thomas at two
o'clock on Thursday afternoons,

At present both clubs are making
children's clothing to send to the
bombed areas in Britain. In order
to help along this work the St.
Thomas wives held a raffle for two
cartons of cigarettes. Tickets were
sold by the members and the draw
was made at the dance on the sta-
tion on Tuesday, May 5th, by our
C.0., Wg. Comdr. Kennedy. The
lucky winner was L.A.C. Thain,
G. M., of the Plotting Office.

On Wednesday afternoons at
two o'clock the members have
access to the Alma College Swim-
ming Pool for an hour, free
charge.

We urgently ask all wives of our
men, old members and those WQ
have recently moved inte o
midst, to come to these meetings,
in order to become acquainted with
ecach other and also to take part in
the good work accomplished by the
clubs. Let this be your personal
invitation to be present at the next
meeting. Come and bring along
another lonely friend. The children
are welcome, too.

Call Mrs. Savage (Phone 3680,
Local 36) for further information.

A man was pegging along the
street with a walking stick several

inches too tall for comfort. A
solicitous friend said: “That's a
nice stick, but you better have

somebody cut a few inches off that
emd.”

“That wouldn't help,"” the nw,
answered, “It's this end that's t

high.” .

Service to Those Who Serve

A Complete Laundry and Dry Cleaning Ser-
viceto R.C.A.F. Personnel.

You'll Like the Aylmer Laundry for It's
Quick, Courteous and Complete Service -
Odorless Dry Cleaning by Expert Workmen
with the Newest Methods.

UNIFORMS 50¢ .%o

Aylmer Steam Laundry

Cleaners - Dyers - Rug Cleaners
SERVICE DAILY AT SUPPLY DEPOT

Laundry Hours — 12.00 Hrs. to 13.00 Hrs., 1 7.00 Hrs. to 18.C0 Hrs.

CLEANED
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VOICE OF TRANSPORT

It has been quite & thing around
the M.T.S. lately that the confine-
ent cases, “Crash Tender and
dﬁbullnce". which up to a while
ago used to sit around day after
day in the same spot, have been
running around the countryside
looking for forced landings.

But fortunately the crash tender
and ambulance drivers haven't had
any business.

Now that “Pop"” Saunders has
gone, will the freight and express
run get in on time to unload the
same day or will we still have to go
clamoring to the driver asking for
our parcels?

We also would like to know when
Letourneau is going to get it over
with. “Married”, we mean, so he
won't be running up town every
time he gets a smoke period.

There's another thing that has
the boys worried and that is when
the fellows get back from their
course at Trenton all full of

owledge of trucks, especially

Pie Wagons". The "“B"” groupers
sill have to be on their toes or

ey'll be away in the back row —
or will they?

We were sure happy to see that
Walker came out on top of the
effeminate blitz up in London the
other night, but we see he's still
going back for more. Just a devil
for punishment.

The fellows from the section
often wonder if “Red” (FIt. Sgt.
Herbert) was just born that way
or acquired that school teacher
aspect in recent years, but there's
one person he hashn't mastered and
that is Mrs. Herbert, so we hear.

There's another thing that’s got
the boys' dander up and that was
the other day when Fit. Lt. Coady

me across the road with his gang

equipped with saws, hammers,
crow-bars, tape measures, and
."llked right into our old smoke
room and started to tear hell out
of it. One of the fellows, quite
inquisitive, asked what the score

JONES BROS.
GARAGE
d

MACHINE SHOP

Expert Carburetion and
Ignition Service

Wheel and Alignment
Service

Phone 2470-R-12
PORT STANLEY

was and the reply was: “Oh, we're
just going to make a powder room
here for the W.A.F.” So I guess
we'll do our smoking on the roof
or in a corner in the garage.
Another remark about the M.T.S.
is that now that Herbert has got
all the trucks painted up and nice
and shiny again, will they be that
way long enough for the paint to
dry before they are cracked up
again?

We also have a suggestion for
Hogdson: Why doesn’t he buy a
saddle for Regal and have him
carry him around, on account of
his bad feet? Or listen to Fred
Allen’s programme on “Meet Your
Feet Week.”

We also have a tip for the Post

Office and that is to never close
down for more than one day as
L.A.C. Jimmie Crawford sure
would tear his hair out not getting
his one letter a day from his better
half.
I don't know if you have noticed
or not, but a few of the boys have
been getting in shape, so they say,
out on the sports field, but if you
were to see them in the morning
when they get up you would prob-
ably say they should go back to
training on cigarettes and Labatt's
ale because that physical exercise
don't seem to agree with them.

FIRE FACTS

Spring is here again with clean-
up time. It must be said the
station has come through the
winter with a clean face, but a
little cleaning behind the ears is
needed before we can step out and
say, “How is that?”

The firefighters have started into
the flower business this spring.
They will have a lot of digging
before they have it as nice as their
plans. The crash tender crew are
working on a new cover or weather
shade for their truck near the
Control Tower.

The boys here must have what it
takes as Firefighter Milne, G. J.,
left for R.C.A.F. “W.D." Toronto
F. D. last fall. Now we have lost
F.F. Armstrong, R. H. M., to the
R.C.A.F. “W.D.", Ottawa Training
Depot.

The Service Police may help
some in turning out good bridge
players, or the cooks may have
something to do with it—who can
tell?

Your Respirator #

The respirator will give com-
plete protection to eyes and lungs
against all gases and smokes, if
you take care of it and know how
to use it. Avoid getting water into
the container as this destroys the
chemicals inside it. Adjust and

TIPS ON
PHOTOGRAPHY

This is by no means one of those
technical ramifications about lenses
and time exposures, It is (we hbpe)
merely an aid to your making
better pictures with your camera.
And now that summer is on our
very doorstep most of us will have
that yven to catch the world through
a pinhole. A pinhole is a mighty
small apeMure and it pays to
make the most of it. Miles of film
and paper are wasted every year.
Absolutely wasted because the
camera-addict does not spend a few
important minutes, previoug to
taking his shot, to analyze the
scene before him. The sad result
is that the print sometimes shows
a wide expanse of dreary terrain
with the subject lost somewhere in
the middle of it. Years ago it was
our good luck to be acquainted
with an artist who used to take
us with him, via a cushion on the
back of his motor-bike, whenever
he went on sketching tours into the
country. From him we learned a
little trick. He used to carry a
cardboard frame with him which
he held at arm's length when pick-
ing out a subject. This permitted
him to see what his finished water-
colour would look like. We have
since found this to be of excellent
help in “snapshooting.” Cut out a
frame the size of the print you
usually make and frame your sub-
ject before you take the picture.
By this means you will be prac-
tically compelled to pay a little
more interest in background, Last
summer a friend of ours was tak-
ing a picture of the Armament
Barracks because of the garden
beside it. The garden was his sub-
ject. But all he got in the print
was a rather uninspiring hut with
what might have been Golden Rods
about it. Now it so happened that
at the head of a stone walk the
Armourers had made were two
posts with a small white decorative
fence on either side of them. These
two pieces of fence were merely
stakes, graduated in a pleasing
curve from the top of the posts to
the ground. Each fence was no
more than three feet long. Using
our friend's camera and telling him
to get a spade and do a little dig-

ging in the flower beds, we took a

* HOTEL

(Continued on Page 14)
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shot through the “fence” so that
its curve cut across the right-hand
corner of the picture. The finished
print was full of interest, with the
garden partly framed by a fence,
our friend digging the flower beds
and just enough background of the
barracks to lend that “home”
touch.

It pays to compose your picture
before you take it. That is the
artist's touch of photography. Out-
side of the developing and printing
you make or marr your pictures
there. And since a great many of
us take our films to drug stores
for “Two prints of each and may
I have them by tomorrow night?”
composition is about the only con-
trol we have over the product.
Next time you are taking a picture
of your girl-friend, or your wife
and baby, pay a little more atten-
tion to composition. It will pay a
hundredfold.

Nothing To Do—Almost
The Sergeant Major is one who
has practically nothing to do—that
is nothing to do except: to decide
what is to be done; tell somebody
to do it; listen to reasons why it
should not be done, or why it
should be done by somebody else,
or why it should be done in a dif-
ferent way; follow up to see if the
thing has been done; inquire why
it has not been done; follow up a
second time to discover that it has
been done, but done incorrectly;
consider how much simpler and
better it would have been if he
had done it himself in the first
place, but to realize that such an
idea would strike at the very foun-
dation of the belief of all employees
that the boes has nothing to do.
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FINGAL BOMBERS'
BANQUET

Well sir, the Fingal Bombers
really wound up their hockey sea-
son in great style at the Grand
Central
the gods, and a great bunch of
boys.

Wg. Comdr., Kennedy, the C.0,
of Fingal No. 4. B. & G. School,
was called on for a speech by the
chairman of the affair, Flt. Lt.
Graham. His words of praise of
the Fingal Bombers and the school
brought a fine round of applause
and only goes to show at heart he’s
one of the boys.

Several speeches were made by
various officers and men. The M.O.,
who is one of the main cogs in the
wheel of sport at Fingal, did a very
admirable job as master of cere-
monies. Sqn. Ldr. White made a
jovial little speech which, though
it took time to get going (due to
the inability of Mr. Skinner to get
to his lunch), really rocked 'em in
the aisles. Flt. Lt. Gray was prom-
ised he'd be free of speeches, but
was called on nevertheless, and did
a fine job too. Mr. Stewart (Metal
Signs) was called on and he told
of the possibility of having an
artificial ice rink for next winter.
He rounded off with an unusual
story (very good).

Jim Borland interrupted the
M.C. a coupla times, but he was
very funny and got quite a laugh.

Sgt. Major Ordidge, who handled
the team and took all the grief all
winter, was called on for a speech
and to accept the cup which they
won (St. Thomas and District
Hockey League). He thanked the
guys for their support and ability
to get along under trying circum-
stances and the good fellowship
shown in all their play as well as
work. His ceaseless and untiring
efforts alone made the whole thing
possible, By the way, the cup was
filled (good stuff, too). We all
drank from it—a lovely cup.

Meeko, Smoky 49'er, took an
awful beating all evening, but he
likes it. He was presented with a
thundering mug from the gang—

Blll Yﬂ“NG’S

On the Board Walk
at Port Stanley

DRINKS 5c and 6¢
LIGHT LUNCHES

Hot Dogs and Sandwiches

a fine supper, nectar of
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fn: getting the most free hair cuts
or something.

The players in turn were called
on for a speech, Sgt. Miller, a
staunch supporter of all sports,
made a little speech—mighty fine,
Jack,

DeGagne, the boy who was high
score holder, was to have had a
cup, but it didn't arrive, so he'll
get it later., Congrats, Dag! (He's
a newlywed). Roger LaFond played
the piano so they could sing their
heads off, and they did, too—what
harmony! Incidentally, I think the
boys will back me up on this. I
don't think Meeko knows the tune
to that “Sing Me Another One, Do"”
piece, do you? Jay Shaver, the
Y.M.C.A. “rep” at the station, took
care of the evening to keep things
on the go. He's a great guy and is
certainly well liked by the fellas.
The cup was presented by Jack
Preston.

The table line-up was as follows:
Wg. Comdr. Kennedy, FIt. Lt.
Gray, Sqn. Ldr. White, Flt. Lt.
Graham, Mr. Stewart, Mr. Preston,
Sgt. Major Ordidge, Jay Shaver,
Roger Neath, DeGagne, Meeko,
Jimmie Borland, Bill Gordon, Dave
Chapman, LaFond (pianist), Sgt.
Miller, Andy Andress, Krasnowski,
Brownlee, Hudson, MacPherson
(Rosy), Flt. Sgt. Wallace, FIt. Sgt.
Lewis, Sgt. Hoginson, Cpl. Tessier
and Cpl. Stone.

Well, we had a swell time—a
beautiful finish to a great hockey
season. Much obliged, boys, for
your endeavours.

Fingal is proud of the Fingal
Bombers.

Scotch and Wry

At a political meeting in a re-
mote Scotch border town 1 was
defending Lloyd George's Insur-
ance Act as a practical ‘application
of the Sermon on the Mount. A
shepherd rose and asked: “Ye con-
sider that this Insurance Act is in
keepin' with the Bible, sir?”

“I do.”

“Is it true that under the Act
there’s a maternity benefit and that
a woman gets it whether she's
married or not?"

“That’s right.”

“Well, sir, how d'ye explain this?
The Bible says the wages of sin is
death and the Act says 30 shil-
lings.” — John Buchan, Pilgrim's
Way (Houghton Mifflin).

“CAN YOU TAKE IT?”

“Oh, so we are going to have
P.T. | wonder how I can avoid
taking it. Maybe FIt. Lt. Graham
will give me a medical certificate.”

P.T. in the R.C.A.F. no longer
indicates Physical Torture, Physi-
cal Training today implies a pro-
gramme which stresses games as
opposed to physical jerks, The
exercises seem less strenuous but
they are grouped in tables for the
definite purpose of co-ordinating
the major muscular groups, Co-
ordination is essential in an air-
man,

Flying, though it attracts an
active type of man, does not in-
volve much actual musecular work.
Sports, therefore, become a neces-
sity to the airman to provide both
exercise and relaxation. A good
rule is to get some exercise every
day with a sweat, followed by a
shower. A brief daily period is
much more valuable than a longer
period once or twice a week. Avoid-
ance of sports that bring stiffness
or exhaustion is desirable.

Active participation in the games
programme builds up the morale
of all. It will put the airerew on a
par physically with the Nazi. The
ground staff will do a more effi-
cient job and quite possibly in-
crease their production in the vital
maintenance branch.

Don’t be a chronic spectator; be
a player. Play on at least one team
representing your unit, The volun-
tary after-hour programme will
provide schedules and tournaments
in softball, soccer, volleyball, table
tennis, tennis and track and field
sports during the spring and sum-
mer months, Station teams will be
developed from our station leagues.
Your support is fine but your name
in a box score or line-up is much
better.

A young woman brought a yap-
ping dog into a hotel dining room.
A man at a nearby table endured
it for a while, then turned to her
and with a grave air of solicitude
asked, “Your first dog, madam?”

To the Boys
Sgt. Major Ordidge would like
to take this opportunity to extend
his thanks to all the station - )
sonnel, officers and men who gn've
their help in making for a success-
ful season of hockey, ete., ete.

(Continued from Page 33)

remove your respirator as taught
in respirator drill — this prolongs
its life. Always return your face-
piece the corpect way, as otherwise
you will damage the facepiece and
connecting tubes. Hold your breath
while you put on your facepiece.
Always test for gas before taking
your facepiece off. Wipe out the
facepiece after use,

How to Recognize Gases

Phosgene Gas—Smell of musty
hay, sweet corn or maize.
Chlorine Gas — Yellow-greenish

colour — smells like bleach or
chloride of lime.
Nose Gases — By effects pro-

duced in body in 3 to 5 minutes.

Tear Gases—By effect’ in eyes
produced immediately.

Mustard Gas—Brown, oily liquid
which gives off an invisible vapour
—smells like garlic or onions—
ground or paint will turn red when
in contact with liquid.

Do not take unnecessary chances
without protection. Look for pro-
tection before you take a chance.

CAPITO[.

THEATRE

SPECIAL "
REDUCED PRICE "

to
AIRMEN
30c

MONDAY to FRIDAY

Saturdays and Holidays after
7p. m. Regular Price of 42¢c

DIAMOND HALL...

Official Watch Inspector Michigan Central Ry. and Pere Marquetie Ry.

AVIATORS
GOGGLES

E.H.FLACH “us

Uatchmaker - Seweller

377 Talbot Street

PHONE 427

St.Thomas, Ontario
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AN R.A.F.
IMPRESSION OF FINGAL

On arriving at Fingal, the first
| ture to strike one is the atmos-
&'e of activity., No. 4 A.0.8.
was, comparatively, a quiet, schol-
astic haven—here, the essentially
practical aspect of everything is
everywhere evident. Fingal is, of
course, a larger camp and has more
resources in equipment and ma-
chines, but it seemed in a special
sense to open up a wider horizon
and to give a preview of life on
an operations station. Small things
struck one. I remember being
quite impressed the first time I saw
mechanics dashing out and holding
on to the wing tips of planes —
real service style —and in general
coming into contact with the vari-
ous departments of the ground
crews — armourers, mechanics,
drogue men and others was educa-
tional in showing how the team
work goes on to get the aircraft
into the air and keep them flying.
The attachment the mechanies

e for their ancient charges is
very touching—they know all the

q:.ory of every plane, how many

es it has crashed, just how it

has been bent, and exactly why it

is impossible to get really good
bombing results with it.

Flying with Service pilots was
new, too. The Observer was now
in his correct relative position,
down below in a smelly cockpit and
delivering up from his oily isola-
tion hopeful instructions and in-
genious e;planltions for error.

Gunnery was delightful — irre-
sponsible and - care-free, although
the noise of the V.G.O. sounded
disappointingly tinny up there.
Problems of relative motion not
allowed for in the textbook had
to be solved—your plane bumps,
e gun jitters, and the drogue is

#iny finger flapping about furi-

usly. Most folks, and some the
ost successful, avoided academic
sighting and just “waved it about
a bit.” On the ground, the Brown-
ing; this has a man-sized bark and
shoots straight—seeming more like
a cold, impersonal instrument of
death and destruction. The Vick-
ers jumps and chatters and stops
quite a lot — the Browning stops
less frequently and invariably it
was your error which stayed its
progress.

There is a memory of one really
good low-level bombing in bright
sunshine and little wind, The tar-
get circle was enormous and the
bombs fell away gliding straight
for' the mark, lost from sight for
those last few yards—one almost
cried out “Stop now”—then a puff
of smoke right close in to the red
triangle. On one run a direct hit

THE FINGAL OBSERVER
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was recorded, rounding off the| “MAY DAY DANCE"

pleasure of the trip, then the short
journey home and impatiently
waiting at the plotting office for
compilation of the abnormally low
error.

Other times, crabbing across a
high wind, the target swerves and
drifts about as those precious sec-
onds of the run over go by—one
feels an impulse to pull the plane
over bodily in that last split second
before the release is pressed when,
after “steady” and the target has
been brought more or less down
the drift wires, it sidesteps neatly
as you press the button,

Turrets—here the Empire leads
the world and these examples of
our engineering which the enemy
has not yet been able to duplicate,
are heartening. An exciting
novelty at first, then a realization
of their potzncy when handled with
skill. Aircraft recognition is com-
ing very much into the picture
nowadays and is so prominent at
Fingal that one simply ecannot
avoid it. There are pictures and
drawings of aircraft everywhere,
even in the most private places.

Ground school is much the same
as before, except that here the
actual equipment is to be seen and
handled—not merely pictures or
descriptions, One can spend a
happy evening combining business
with pleasure in taking a Brown-
ing gun to pieces and guessing just
which parts are missing, or drop-
ping imaginary bombs in sticks or
singly operating a gratifyingly ex-
pensive and complicated piece of
mechanism known as a “Mickey
Mouse." Actual large bombs are on
view, pleasingly weighty and, to
quote the precis, some of them
designed to produce the “maximum
number of fragments of useful size
and weight with the highest pos-
sible speed in the most desirable
direction.” That is certainly one
side of the picture—the view of
the recipients of these bombs
would be expressed in a less liter-
ary fashion.

In the hangars there is quite a
variety of aircraft — many are
interested to see a close-up for the
first time of a Lysander, Nomad or
Bolinbroke—no objection is raised
to climbing all around and the
mechanics are eager to give in-
formation about them. In fact, the
most noticeable feature about
Fingal is that everyone is on his
toes, proud of his own particular
department, and 100 per cent for
the job in hand.

Tuesday, May b6th, was dance
night at No. 4 B. & G. School and,
although the weather was cool and
every available airman on the
station was doing a clean-up job
in anticipation of the Governor-
General’s visit, a grand crowd of
airmen was in the hall to greet the
five bus loads of feminine pulchri-
tude that accepted our invitation
to be entertained on this occasion.

A few model aircraft were hung
about the hall to give an added
touch of Air Force, and special
dances were conducted during the
evening. The waltz king turned
out to be an airman from down
under, and partner; they were
awarded appropriate prizes. Then
came the famed jitterbugs and
they collected their lucky prize and
jitted away so swiftly that their
identification was not made known.
Next in line came the spot dance
and in this department Cpl. Joe
Baker from Headquarters and his
wife were on the spot for prize
No. 1, while one of the most bash-
ful couples from the photography
was the recipient of spot prize
No. 2.

Many of the airmen’s wives were
on hand at this function, and with
the co-operation of our Mra.
Savage of the Hostess House sold
the remainder of their tickets for
a lucky draw of cigarettes and
also to supply clothing for children
overseas. During the evening the
draw was made by the Command-
ing Officer, Wg. Comdr. Kennedy,
and the lucky man turned out to
be L.A.C. Thain in the Plotting
Office. At this time Wg. Comdr.
Kennedy welcomed the guests of
the evening and also expressed his
regrets on leaving this station
where he has served for the past
year.

Refreshments were served in the
Airmen’s Mess, after which dancing
continued to the tunes of our re-
vised Station Orchestra under the
direction of L.A.C. Smith. “The
King” was played and the curtain
rung down. Time, 12.45 a.m.

“MERCI! ALMA"

The pleasure was all ours when
the girls of Alma College, along
with the teachers and headmaster,
were hosts to some eighty airmen
and Officers from R.C.A.F., Fingal.

Unfortunately, this dance came
late in ‘the season. I say this be-
cause of the numerous requests
from airmen who would, for some
reason or other, like to have such a
dance duplicated, but it seems that
the month of May is rather filled
with college activities, therefore
putting the ban on further dances
for the airmen this season.

However, ladies of Alma College,
we, the airmen of No. 4 Bombing
& Gunnery School, wish to thank
you for your kindness and trust
that in the season of 1942-43 we
may again have the pleasure of
being your guests. And don't for-
get, if your good headmaster, Dr.
Dobson, will allow you to come to
our parties at Fingal the welcome
sign is here for you.

SERVICE POLICE NEWS

We would ecall the attention of
all car owners to the following
facts:

1. To bring your car on the sta-
tion it must carry all insurance.

2. To keep it on the station you
must park it in the space allotted.

3. Observe the 15-mile-per-hour
speed limit and be a little more
thoughtful of the requirements of
others.

To those persons who don't park
on the station, but park on the
road way outside the main gate—
DON'T PARK BETWEEN THE
TWO SIGNS THAT MARK THE

GATE CLEARANCE!
If you are in doubt as to any of
the above, kindly consult the S.P.

- We Lpecialige in
WEDDING BOUQUETS
and CORSAGES
for the Summer Bride

Also the Church or House
Decorated.

Flowers Telegraphed Anywhere |

RYLAND’S

FLOWER SHOP

572 Talbot St. Phone 413

686 Talbot St.

Tbe Leott Ltudic

‘/ Established in St. Thomas Over 66 Years''
HIGHEST QUALITY PORTRAITS

at
SPECIAL RATES to AIRMEN
OPEN EVENINGS

Upstairs
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INCIDENTALLY . ..

We were standing on the main
street of Brantford the other week,
thinking of nothing in particular
except that it was a hell of a nice
feeling to be on a ‘“forty-eight”
and would the five bucks see us
through till pay day, when a lady
paused beside us. She was by no
means young. Smallish, with grey
hair and bright blue eyes. And
her rosy cheeks would have made
many a modern miss look like a
slapstick comedienne. Farmer's
wife, we catagorized. She blessed
us with a motherly glance. But we
edged a little and became instantly
superior when she asked us where
we hailed from. One gets weary
of the same questions. Undismayed,
however, she chatted on and in-
formed us that she had had a son
“over there”. That puzzled us. We
bended enough to seek the reason
for her use of the past participle.
Then our superiority crumbled to
worthless ash. Her eyes became a
little brighter as she said very
quietly: “He was shot down over
the channel two weeks ago.” She
smiled (very bravely, we thought),
whispered, “God bless you"”, and
went towards the market where
spring flowers were on sale. We
blew our nose loudly into a hand-
kerchief.

Visiting London the other week
during a “forty-eight”, we boarded
a bus for the Active Service Club
on Queen's avenue. The newspapers
were full of the raids on Rostock
at the time. *“How's the Air
Force?” exploded the bus driver,
joyously. “Fine!” we replied. “You
boys certainly deserve a big hand,”
he shouted above the grinding
gears of his jaloppy. “You're really
plastering 'em now!” And as we

OFFICIAL

Officers’ Oxfords

Complete Sloc
including famous " Hartts"

RAVEN’S

655 Talbot St. St. Thomas

blushingly found a seat at the
back of the bus the top button of
our uniform went “plop”!

An American friend of ours had
a queer experience in Cleveland
some time ago. The uniform of an
airman of the R.C.A.F. was still a
rare sight in that city. He was
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Bell-thp!"

waiting for a friend beside an ele-
vator of a downtown hotel when
a lady puffed upon him, bag and
baggage. “Bell Hop!” she cried,
“take my bags and call a cab!”
He obliged. She gave him a dime.

There’s a story going the rounds
of Australia about a certain
American S.A.I. who was up in a
Flying Fortress with some of his
students. Only they weren't out
after drogues. This was the real
thing. He watched one of the side

v

gunners pot away unsuccessfully
at a few Jap planes until finally,
unable to stand it any longer, he
thrust him to one side. “Your
relative speed’s all cockeyed!” he
shouted. “Now watch me.” Three
of the enemy aircraft went spiral-
ing down before his gun. Mean-
while the pilot was getting a bit
worried. Over the intercom he
wanted to know if no one had
noticed that the Jap fighters were
about as thick as flies around a
dead cat. “We've just shot down
three, Goddammit, sir,” replied the
A.S.A.I. Then he turned to the
gunner, “Like that, see. Now you
do it!”

Mr. Nasty Nazi Hitler had a
birthday some time ago. But there
was not much song and dance
about it, our correspondent informs
us, You see, every birthday Adolf
celebrates is merely a milestone
along a very dangerous road. And
at the end of it there's a bottom-
less pit. N.N.H. is fully aware
of all this and it makes his flesh
creep to think of it. So he says,
“But we don't talk about that!”

HIS LAST BET

Wilkins felt he could never ask
Valerie to become his wife because
she was an angel, whereas he him-
self had many little weaknesses of
which no angel would approve.
Valerie, on the other hand, kept
thinking it was about time he
pepped the question.

Then, one moonlight night, he
spoke up.

“Valerie, w-will you-you m-marry
me?” he stuttered, hardly. daring
to hope she had heard him.

“You bet!” she replied, briskly,
already deciding on white satin
and four bridesmaids.

“I know, darling, I know,” he al-
most wept, “but if you’ll only say
‘Yes’ I'll never back another horse
as long as I live!”

We Lpecialize

ROLE

AIRMEN’S WATCHES

HEPINSTALL'S

441 Talbot Street
ST.THOMAS

MAN
Likened to an Institution

Every man is looked upon as an
institution supported by the char-
acter and life of which he himself
is the Builder. In this Institution
there is a Control Tower; from
this Tower everything that he
thinks, acts and does reflects g~
how he can and will support /]
laws provided by the Founder.

Let us take a look at the ins
of this wonderful masterpiece of
nature. First there is the heart,
likened to a Dynamo. From this,
nower is supplied for the control
of mind, heart, breath, speech and
movements of the limbs. All these
must be in accordance with the
dynamic power supplied by the will
nower—resistance and stronghold
f the entire body.

So each man must be careful how
e lives that this institution will
not become immoral or barbarous.

Airwoman No. 89765: “Is your
Loy friend broad-minded?”

Airwoman No. 56798: “Yeah,
that’s all he ever thinks of.”

THE
BEST MILK
CHOCOLATE

YOU CAN'T BEAT IT!
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