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Senior Medical Officer Posted to T. T. S. 
Squadron Leader A. L. Riddell, M.D., S.M.O., P.M.C., Moves 

to Important Post on Technical School Staff 

NEWS has come to us that 
Squadron Leader Riddell has 

received a · posting to T.T.S., Sit. 
'Dhomas, after we had already writ­
ten the short biography which fol­
lows. We are printing the· story 
nevertheless. because we believe that 
everyone will want to read it, and 
because we do not believe that we 
are to be held responsible for acts 
of God or Training Commands 
which throw our copy out of .gear. 

The per·sonnel of No. 14 'S.F.T . .S. 
will be sorry to see the S .. M.O. leave 
but he carries the goodwill of 
everyone with him, and we have 
no doubt that he will make ·a suc­
cess of his new tasks as he 

·-her e. - -~ 

This week he surrendered his 
office as President of the Mess 
Committee of the Officers' Mess to 
Squadron Leader Roberts. It is in­
teresting to note how com.pletely 
he gave up his authority-for we 
have it from a reliable source that 
when he turned up a little late for 
supper (due to a defective time­
piece, he claimed), he found the 
doors of the dindng room irrevo­
cably closed and was forced to 
retire in defeat, still hungry! 

Any attempt such as this at mak­
ing the personnel of a Station bet­
ter acquainted with their Senior 
Medical Officer is found to be a 
good deal like carrying the pro­
verbial c.oals to Newcastle. Prac­
tically eve·ryone has met him in 
some capacity or other before many 
days on the Station usually to 
have him ·peering down their 
throats or feellng their pulse-but 
nevertheless they meet him. And 
the better he is liked the better he 
is known, so it follows· that our 
own 'S.M.O. is very -well kno.wn in­
deed .. 

Squadron Leader A. L . Riddell 
(familiarly known as "AI"), Senior 
!Medical Officer of No. 14 S:FTS., and 
President o.f the Mess Committee 
of the Officers' Mess, may not, 
therefore, be introduced any mo.re 
than one would have a new tire re­
capped. All we can hope to do here 
is to acquaint those who knew him 
already with a few details of his 
career which may not have co.me 
to light previously. 

The. stork had a little town near 
St. Marys as his target on. the night 
he made his run, opened the bo.mb 
bay doors and dropped plump into 

. the laps o.f Mr. and Mrs. Riddell 
the infant who· was to become A. 
L Riddell, M .D. !Shortly thereafter 
they ,r moved from there, however, 
and the hamlet has since practi­
cally disap.peared, .feeling, no 
doubt, that i ts mission had been 
p.ccomplished. 

private practice he was fr.equently 
occupied with patching up hockey 
players from the city's industrial 
League. 
In Brantford., too, a memorable 

event occurred. He met a nurse, 
Billy Van Every, a nd married her 
on April 17, 1937. Outside sources 
indicate that if her charm had not · 
ca•ptured him, her skill as a keg­
ler might well have done. We un- · 
derstand that she bowls a mean 
strike. · 

Since JOmmg the . service Squa­
dron Leader Riddell has been at 
five Sta tions-the Recruiting Cen­
tre at Toronto; No.. 9 EFTS. at St. 
Oatharines ; the RCAF Station at 
Trenton; No~ 5 ITS., at "Bellevrfle;­
a nd finally No. 14 ·SF'DS. at Ayl­
mer, having come here in July, 
1943. 

When questioned as to hobbies, 
he looked ,puzzled and finally 
vouchsafed "Golf?"- with a handi­
cap of fifteen, but he thinks he 
will be higher by next summer. 

This is all we could dig up, any 
further skeletons or halos in the 
S .M.O.'s closet remain undischJsed. 
All we can say is that-looking 
ba-ck to his S'pecialties o.f 1924~we 

shall cease to toy with the idea 
of taking to our heels when our 
turn comes to expose our shrink­
ing flesh to , that instrument o.f tor­
ture which periodically fills us full 
of that T .A.B.T. whatever-it-is. 

C.O. 's Corner 
It is a difficult task to take 

'Over command of a ,Station of 
this type as far as general im­
provements are concerned, ha.ving 
as predecessors such cap·able men 

SQUADRON LEADER A. L. RIDDELL 
- --as your prev ious Oom,mandii)g Of­

ficers . It has lhowe.ver, been an ex­
tremely easy task to carry on 
where they had left off with the 
well established manner of effi· 
ciency so paramount. 

The towns in which they lived 
thereafter read like a do.mestic 
travel tour....:Belton, Brooksdale, 
Embro, London, Lambeth, [nnerkip, 
Kintore, 'Dorchester-and theSJe 
were not a ll. Squadron Leader Rid­
d ell, however, regards London as 
his home town, and it was there 
that he attended a nd gr1j.duated 
from high school a t London South 
C olle.giate. 

During high school he made a 
name for himself in atl;lletics and 
be·came Senior Individua l Track 
Champion o.f the W ester n Se·con­
dary S•chool Association, special­
izing in the 100-yard dash, the 220; 
.the quarter mile, and the broad 
jump, in 1924. During the previous 
year he had been a memper of the 
Intermediate Interscholastic Track 
'.a- <- ~m . .Sipce he has smilingly a.s-

sured us that in those days he 
weighed only 145 ·pounds, we pub­
lish the a bove statements quite 
confidently. 

In addition to his activities· in 
the sphere of athletics he also rais­
ed his voice from the pJ.atfo·rm as 
a member of the W'OSSA Cham­
!Pionship Senior Debating Tea m, 
a nd in 1925 he was \President of the 
Literary Society. 

After ,graduating from high 
school h e proceeded to Western 
University to study for his pro­
fession, and graduated from there 
as an "'M.D ." in 1933. Following 
this ,he was an interne in Brant­
fo.rd Genera l Hospital for a year 
a nd then began general practice in 
J3:rantford, w here he continued 
until he joined the RCAF. in Nov­
ember, 1940. Durin~ this period of 

In the short time which I have 
been in Command of the Unit, it 
has been more ahd more brouglht 
to mind that the excellent repot'ts 
I had heard prior to my posting 
had not in the least been exagger­
ated. 

With that fine spirit exis·tin.g 
throughout I feel that we can 
through co-operation a nd working 
together as a unit continue to im· 
prove the efficiency and good-fel­
lowship which is so apparent. 

To the graduating classes 93 
and 94, I extend my congratula­
tions and wish them the very best 
in theit· future endeavours. 

-G. E. NASH, 
Group Captain 
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Maintenance 
There are few if any, more im­

portant sections on a flying sffi.tion 
than Maintenance. If you don't be­
lieve it ask anyone in Maintenance. 
They are the boys who "keep 'em 
flying." It is ·they · who effect such 
repairs as are needful to preserve 
the n ecessary degree of service­
bility. It is they w ho restore to 
usefulness such aircraft and parts 
as have become ineffective or un­
serviceable t hrough accident or 
through ordinary "wear and tear" 
of everyday flying. In actual com­

Ther.e are few of the influences which govern o ur lives wb_ich 'bat, when .plan~s ·come lim~iJng 
cannot be used in more than one manner. One of these is the home scarred w ith the mar ks of 

battle, it is the faithful and effi­
urge which seizes us every now and again to alter and b eautify cient work of groundcrew that puts 
o ur surroundings. them on the line again and into the 

B d d d d b 1 · 1 · h I ' air to ride the sky a nd clear the 
ore a n epresse y t 1e rooms m w 11c we 1ve we get field .of enemy resistance. Not even 

paints, papers and n ew drapes and go to work. We rearrange the best aircraft ever constructed 
the furniture and put n ew varnish on the floors a nd when we can take the strain of battling the 
are through we sit back to gaze on our accomplis hments a nd winds of heaven or of frustrating 
f . d h T enemy action, without time out for 

111 t em good. h e n ew atmosphere refreshes u s and keeps u s the a ll iilljportant work of restora-
from sliding back into the doldrums until the time when the tion accomplished by servicing and 
same urge grips u s again. T h en we get our tools and go at it maintenance. 

once more. We call it re-decoration. · In a special sense, human beings 
That ought not t o be the end of it. are not unlike aircraft. No one is, 

either physica lly or spiritually, of 
Why not brighten up our minds as well? Our m ental bound- such indestructible material, a;s to 

aries form an enclosure from which we can neve r escape. We render unnecessary, periods of re­
may go on leaves and forty-eights or go to any lengths we like creation and repair. We need a 
to get away from ourselves, but the effort is foredoom e d to little convincing that this is true in 

the phys ical realm. Any attempt 
failure. Whenever we look a r o und, the walls are still there. to remove that necessity would re-

Might not an attack from within prove more s uccessful? Get suit in physica l exhaustion and the 
in some new furniture in the form of ideas; seek out new infor- •inability to carry on the ordinary 

· f b · 1 ld 1 d · · Add I' I · d tasks of the day. But that same nec-
matwn t o re ur I S 1 o sett e opm10ns. a Itt e wm ow el'sity of restoration and preserva-
space to let in m ore li g ht from the outsi-de. Sweep away the tion though much less evident, is 
c o bwebs. not less necessary in the realm of 

R d k . d f b 1 PI k' d f G s•piritual values and intellectual 
ea a new 111 o oo c ay a new 111 o . game.. e t a worth. It is no doubt a mark of in-

new angle 0n- the 0ld- pwl.:>lem. -A s-ma-1-l-a-mflttn-t of mgenUit-y-a·nd -si,ghnnro-riran''Sll~s-sity--umt0tnere 
determination can go a long way. Who can say what interesting was established a :Sabbath Day in 
things will come to light? which man might find, not only 

, physical rest,, 'but spiritual refresh-
Many of us bore ourselves s tiff if left alone, tho u gh we may ing. Manifestly, it is something 

have managed to convince o urselves that we are not boring to more than ·the strength of tradi­
others. A little menta l r e-deco r a tion s h o ul<;l help us t o get along tion tha t has effected the preva­

lence of that observance. Even 
better, both with our se lves and those who live and work with those who are not greatly concern-
u s. It's worth a try. ed with its contribution to the 

Wireless Section Whims 
'Tho.se hooks on Senor Bush's 

arms are not belated Christmas de­
cora·tions. They're the real McCoy, 
and the promotion was ushered in 
with a dry celebration. 

It'.s funny how a mere W :M. with 
three stripes can fit right into a 
Wireless Section as if he had been 
in. one before. His 'wim, wigon and 
wi·tality" is being injected into. all 
who work near him. 

We've heard so much about 
p~ople from the Prairies, and the 
\\'est Coast, that their qualities 
have been taken for granted, and 
we can't figure out why a certain 
W .D. corporal should question the 
strength and reliability of our own 
Coal !!arbour Kid. 

His familiarity with farm work 
marks him definitely as being the 
"strong, outdoor type." 

Even the addition of three men 
to the Section fails to bring the 
general level of noise and humour 
up to where it was p'rior to Rl's 
acquisition of our ace operator. 

We hope you told your wife 
e·;erything you could remember 
about your "48" in Detroit, Don: 

Did you forg~t your g!BjSses the 
n1ght of the '.All Ranks' dance, 
Colin? You didn't .seem to recog­
mze your beautiful partner of the 
previou:o Saturd~y !rom LondQn. 

If anyone wants a reliable sche­
dule o.f the incoming overseas mail 
contact our Johnnie. She seems t~ 
be the recipient of ha lf that comes 
over. 

Anyone who gets a n invitation 
out to supper,- and thEm eats in the 
mess hall before he goes, can't 
tbink much of his hosts' meal.s, 
can he M)ax? 

'That tall, dark, handsome En­
g lishman couldn't have been the 
responsible party for your being a 
day late in leaving for Ottawa, 
could he Terry? 

Lucky girl, our H ammie. Two 
more Aussies on the station to 
choose from. ,s o.me colours, like 
Red, for instance, do catch the 
eye, doesn't 41 he?" 

Does he get three nights a week 
off at Fingal, Bunny ? Or are all 
those trips to St. Thomas made 
just for the thrill o.f passing Rl? 

No Johnny K., that piece of 
equ ipment is known as a TR9rD, 
a.nd not what you were calling it. 

The new party line installed for · 
inter-hangar communication' is for 
business only, so it won't be as 
much fun eaves-dropping as it used 
t•1 be .back home, or will it ? Other 
ptople's busine.ss is too often in­
teresting to those not concerned. 

nation's spiritual well being are 
yet keenly aware of the wisdom of 
.preserving that tradition. It is be­
cause of that evident need of re­
storation and repair that men ;who 
lead even the busiest lives under 

, the press ure o.f business or o.f war­
time nece.ssity, take time out to 
worship, to commune with The 
'Eternal, and to .Put themselves in 
tune with the univer.se. It is be­
cause of that same need of restora­
tion that we ·have libraries, read­
ing and recreational facilities, op­
portunities for the cultivation of 
music a nd art, a ll , means whereby 
the lives of individual may be lifted 
out of the daily round, the com­
mon talk, a nd whereby they may be 
restored in spirit to go out refresh­
ed, in body a nd soul to the 'busin~ss 
of living usefully and well. iMam­
tenance i.s a very important section 
in the individual's life. 

If maintaining the SJPiritual 
vigour of life is important in the 
individua l, it is not less important 
i"'. society. ·True, we have a war to 
win a nd we f ight it with the phy­
sical weapons in the hand.s of well 
trained men. But we fight it, pre­
s umably, because we have a civiliza" 
tion to save. What, therefore, shall 
a nation profit if it win a war and 
sacrifice Hs own soul. We have still 
need, ·'as in the ·figure of speech of 
Nehemiah, to wield the sword in 
one hand and the trowel in the 
other. We must b uild a new and 
better order even as we destroy 
the old. Our fighting machine can­
not go on forever without a reason­
able degree of maintenance. iLook 
to its needs. 

Friday, February 25th, 1944 

Fire Dept. Echoes 
Who was it one cold grey morn­

ing, who said: "Don't bang that 
door, you do.pe!" 

Some say :McBlair · and some say 
!M:1ao, 

Some just call him a dizzy quack, 
McEwen he was in py-gone days, 
But just call Blair; put out the 

blaze. 

We never read the comic strip 
in the morning paper. Cpl. Andreas 
m:akes sure we know all a.bout 

. them before we have a chance to. 

Never ask C pl. Yule to get you 
something special in. London. 
(Something in a bottle for in­
st•ance) . He has a habit of leaving 
them in i'ockers. 

L.AcC. Butler's dream is to drive 
the crash tender to Tillsonburg, all 
out. He nearly did one night. 

LAC. Wright: "Leave that light 
on my bed, Geil. Who do you think 
your are anyway?'' 

Phew! Charlton's brought some 
Limburger cheese in again. From 
his dad';s store of course. 

LAiC. Geil: "Give me the good. old 
Manning Pool days." 

If you wish the right angle on 
anything, just asl!; :L4C. Hayes. He 
will give you fulr particulars. 

Roy, (Raise a Pimple) Young went 
to Rl, 

For a rest cure he thought would 
be .sim:ple. 

Instead o.f that, he's not getting 
fat. 

iPoor Roy Young, the dope, he's so 
simple. 

We wish to know if McGibbon is 
getting subsistence allowance now. 
The night hawk? 

LAC. Murchie. Gee! my big bro­
ther's at Aylmer now. I guess I'll 
remuster to Aircrew again. 

Farewell to F 10 Lanning. A 
great fire enthusiast. Good luck 

·sir! 

"E" Flight 
We regret to announce that our 

current news reporter . and man 
about town, Johnny Wismak is still 
recuperating in T .T.S. hospital, and 
is •apparently unaware of our dire 
need for his practical genius and 
assistance. We hope this note will 
persuade you to get well John, and 
give those T .T.S. nursing sisters a 
break . 

A hearty farewell to our pal, Billy 
Chandler, who has just left for 
North Battleford. Best of luck 
Bill, we miss you already. We 
warmly welcome Hal Miller, of St. 
Hubert's Flying School. We hope 
you will enjoy it here with us. You 
were most fortunate to be posted 
to the "Efficiency Flight" of the 
station, instead of our "none too 
happy" competitor at the other end 
of the line . . 

Our two cou~es, 97 and 98, are 
progressing quite satisfactorily in 
spite of adverse weather conditions 
lately, thanks to the hearty co-op­
eration and hard work on the part 
of a ll concerned. May continued 
succes~ l)e you,n;, 
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Quips from Equips 
Again the cries of, "Who is going 

to write the hash for the '"Aylmer 
Airman?" are resounding through 
the Equipment Section and so, be­
cause we are a good type, we have 
modestly consented to do our bit. 

Because the Equipment Section 
hasn't been heard from for quite 
some time doesn't imply that it is 
dead (although there are those who 
would question that statement). 
Let us say, inore charitably, that 
they have been terrifically busy 
and as usual labori·ng under great 
strain both mental and physical. 

tW e had to bid fond farewells to 
AC.l's Murray Gardner and Wynne 
Pixley on their postings to P.E.I. 
We're surely going to miss those 
two fellows but our very best wish­
es go with them. In losing Win 
and Murray, we acquired two new 
men, ACl's Bill Rlandall and Lionel 
Stretton. Bill is working with that 
demon Harold Miles and Lionel is 
down i·n the gas section with Bud 
Stevens, •but we manage to get a 
glimp,se of him every so often when 
he comes up into civilization. Then, 
too, Mr. Lanning was posted and 
for a time great consternation 
reigned in the Equipment Section 
because of the lack of a Fire Chief. 
Our Candidate was Cpl. Minter, our 
own blazing ball of fire, but the 
powers that be thought othe·rwise 
so-no Lynn run·ning out after fir­
es. 

Since we were caught unawares, 
this· little epic will have none of 
the finished form which usually 
accompanies our efforts so we'll in-

dulge i•n a few whims and musings 
-something like, we wonder if 
LAC. Gowan's girl friends are as 
beautiful as he says; if Sergeant 
Broadbent is really going home on 
leave without even a detour to Ot­
tawa; if LAW's Dixon and Law­
son will ever get up off their knees 
and fight; if, since those stalls were 
built in clothing stores, the person­
nel there feel like horses; if Major 
Alton 'ever gets tired of answering 
all our foolish questions; if LAW. 
Mann will ever go to parade of her 
own accord; if LAW. Stone ever 
answers herself when she carries 
on such animated conversations 
with herself; if the Equipment Sec­
tion will ever be accepted by every­
one as a hard-working section, if 
we, personally, will e·ver get caught 
up in our work (why, yes, Mr. Mor­
rison, I'll be glad to come back to 
work tonight); if LAW. Kriger is 
really learning to play Badminton 
or is she "operating" on that sail­
or; if LAW. Smith will ever make 
herse:f known by loud screams, 
etc.; and finally, if LAW. Richards 
will ever get used to people coming 
in in the middle of the night de­
manding bedclothes? 

One· of our LAW's has had the 
misfortune to be in the hospital, 
and to you, Betty Butler, we send 
our best wishes for a speedy recov­
ery. 

Well, that's all, folks. G'bye for 
now and if you cOiffie to see us at 
any time, notice the industry of 
this section. 

Works a~d Buildings 
At last we have• found time to 

compile some gossip from Works 
& Bricks. Things have been buz­
zing around here lately with new 
construction 'both at R .l and at 
R2. T.he Sterling Construction 
Company is building at R.l a·nd the 
C. & M. Unit is proceeding with the 
construction at R.2. 

Due to the recent snowfall, our 
tractor operators have ·been w<;>rk­
ing day and night to "keep 'em fly­
ing." 1The tractor operators are a 
hard working crew and during a. 
period· of relaxation in the· airmen's 
canteen the following conversation 
was overheard: 

Penrose: 'I'll have a coke!" 
Graham: "I'll have a malted 

milk." 
Raines and Poole: "We'll just 

have a glass of water as we are 
going to R.l. to plow snow. (We 
hope.") 

Cpl. Beaule's face is lit up these 
days as he is the proud father of a 
bouncing baby boy. F jSgt. Cook­
man's new truck is a thing of the 
past, due• to an accident on No. 3 
Highway recently. · 

This ·is an advertisement which 
we hope will be published in this 
paper free of charge. · 

FORi SALE: Wire-haired fox ter­
rier pups (with papers). See F j Sgt. 
DeMone or Sgt. McGill. 

Two weeks ago we bid adieu to 
W02. Ed. Henniger and Cpl. "Red" 
Bentley on their postings to P.rince 
Edward Island and Valleyfteld, 
Quebec. We wish theiP,, ,Both ;the 
very best of luck at thei·r new:,ata" 
tions. We welcome· Cpl.):•·"Jak:e'-' · 
Walters to the carpenter shop · and 
hope that he will enjoy his atay 
with us. Orders are now being tak­
en by LAC. Short for Duncan Phyfe 
and high chairs. 

'A few days ago our heating ex­
pert, F jSgt. Little was blessed with 
a·nother baby daughter. (Father is 
doing nicely, thanks}. · 

One of these days a certain ser­
geant painter hopes to come back 
to this station with a pair of wings 
on his chest and a flat hat on his 
head. We hope that this will not 
sever our friend,ship with him a·nd 
hope that he will always remember 
us as his pals. We wish you the 
best of luck, Bill. 

It is hoped that a two-way radio 
will soon be installed in the Jeep, 
so that we will be able to contact 
Mr. Hewson whenever neces.sary. 
He is very busy these days at R.l, 
R.2, and this station. AWl Camp­
bell, our new stenograp·her, is a 
very trusting soul (being from Van­
couver) as she will lend the type­
writer to any section requiring the 
use of same. Cpl. Cuddy will chal­
lenge anyone on the station to a 
game of cribbage at any time or 
anywhere. ·(P.S. When you play 
him, don't let him smoke his pipe 
or he will throw up a smoke screen 
and peg some points when you can't 
see· the board.) . 

The electricians are very busy 
these days checking the fire alarm 
system, instaUing trans'forn,ers 
(and fixing ironing cords). "Guy" 
Hendrick is sporting a new decora­
tion on his arm and is waiting to 
pick up a few "I" cards when· the 
occasions arise. 

Don. McPherson has ·been pro­
moted to Flight Sergeant and we 
know that the extra money will 
coro'e in handy in the near future·. 
(But remember, Don, two cannot 
live as cheap as one, regardless of 
who says they can.) Since Cliff. 
Arnold was promoted to Flight Ser­
geant, wolfing on the station is 
rriore apparent as the extra 30c a 
day allows him a wider range of 
actian. 

Our two dependable civvies, "Nip" 
and Lorne, hope to have all of the 
storm windows installed by the end 
of the heating season. Let's hope 
our supply of coal lasts until spring. 

NAVIGATION FLIGHT 
So many changes have occurred 

lately in the. pe.rsonnel and the 
status· of personnel in the Naviga­
tion and Drogue flights that every­
one is a little dizzy with it all. 

First Jack Armstrong, recently 
made an Acting F / 0, received the 
official stamp of approval and con­
fidimce in the form of his '"Tem­
porary." Then W/0. II (Woe~wo) 
McLean disaP'peared one hrig'ht 
day it came to light that he had 
gone to order himself a iP / O's 
robes and tra.ppings. You can't keep 
a good man down. 

Then there descended upon us 
a great influx of people. P / O's 
G ord Ball, Ralph :Shilton, Graham 
Grandy and W / 0 LI Petchse. The 
latter being hotly pursued by the 
news that "he, too, is now a P / 0. 

Hlard on the ' heels of all this an 
unexpected posting to Bo.rden 
dragged F /'L Art tBad.Iand from 
our midst, the pain of the wrench 
being somewhat anaesthetized by 
appropriate amounts of alcohol and 
raucous voices raised in .song. 

F /0 Ace Bayly has now. been 
transplanted into the front office 
to replace Art as Deputy Flight 
Commander (his first D .F.C.!) and 
F / 0 1Don Kermode h as been shifted 
into Ace's capable and industriou~ 
boots ·as O.C. Bomber Command. 
And just when Ace was all set to 
stack up a pile of twin time. 

And so it goes in this changing 
world. Even Navigation Flight 
gets a shake-up now- and aga,in. 

Finally the writer wishes to as. 
sure all inquisitive parties that (1) 
his wife does not beat him; (2) 
That he did not collide with a door 
in the dark; (3) that he has not 
engaged in and been bested at 
fisticuffs; (4) that the shiner he 
bears is the result of said orb hav­
ing rudely encountered the heel 
of P / 0 Christopher during an ,im­
promptu game of rugby out in the 
snow. 

(P.S.- I got witne.sses.) 

THE GROUND LEVEL 

Get a banana of conventional 
size and s ha pe, set two. rulers at 
right angles on top of the men­
tioned fruit about two thirds from 
the end, then select an eg,g and 
prop it between the rulers directly 
above the banana. If this does n't 
give you a ,good Siilhouette of our 
latest aircraft on the Station, 
you're out of luck, 'cause it's out 
of bounds to outsiders. 

:Since our last publication we 
have exchanged a few personnel to 
Wlhom we'd like to say '!hello" and 
"goodbye" and "on your way goon." 
Gone are Robbie Robert, Norm 
"Goon" ·Tourangeau, newlywed 
Watson and Windows Wetmore. 
Present but yet to be accounted 
for are Ohi,p.ps, Smart, Dadd and 
Hig!h-.Sta·ck Belsheiii4S replacement 
"Duke" Ham.rnerton fr·om Sea Is­
land. But these things do happen 
regularly, so why make anything 
of it. We wonder though, if Woody 
will make a good Wag. 

If a few of our stalwarts seemed 
weary-eyed and whaky a short 
time . ago, it wasn't overwork or 
bad food at the airmen's mess, but 
the doins' suffered from celebrating 
Red Kay's nup•tial.s. Such an occa­
sion usually calls for the intermit­
tent sixty day drunk. Wee!, it 
started · off with a splash and tlhe 
bubbles are still breaking surface 
now and 'then. Both man and wife 
are ·fine. And Red has been on time 
for work every day since then ... 
nearly! 

Overheard at the guardhouse 

Page Three 

was the classic re·ply to the annoy­
ing query, "Gotcher 'I' card?" As 
w itnessed---"Exactly eleven months, 
three weeks, a nd two days ago, I 
was relieved of my wallet by some 
malignant footpad. It, p.hotographs, 
personal papers, identification cards 
and incidental goods at the senti­
mental value of eighteen dollars 
and forty-three cents, in dollars, 
quarters, dimes, nickels and pen­
nies, all legal tender. Since then I 
have applied four times to H.Q. 
orderly room, twice at Central Re­
gistry. three times to the station 
disciplinarian, twice to the D .A. 
P.M., a nd once to the C.O. Mean­
while I h ave .been •asked for my 
card exactly thirty-four times to 
date, this making thirty-five not 
counting the time at the L.C.B.O. , 
and ea.ch time have delivered unto 

. my prosecutor this ,speech with 
proper amendments. I am becoming 
fearfully annoyed. My name is the 
same as appears on that pass, and . 
my number is unchangea;ble 
through la;ck of authority. Gentle­
men, I wouldn't fool you for the 
world. I haven't got an "I" card. 
D - - t." Exit raving! 

I'll meet you at the legend. 

Educational Corner · 
Airmen, N .G.O.'s, W.D.'s and 

officers will have an excellent op­
portunity to obtain advice in any 
fteld of endeavor they may intend 
to embark upon after the cessa­
tion of h o.stilities, J1or this station 
will have six men come to the sta­
t!on who a re the best in their field 
in this district to give advice on 
Vocational Guidance. Note this ar­
ray of talent: 

· W. C. Miller-City Engineer, St. 
Tho.ma~, President and present 
member of the (Engineering In­
stitute of Canada, who will ad­
vise the personnel in.tere,sted- in 
Civil Engineering, Mechanical 
Engineering, Diesel Engineering, 
etc. 

W. R . ·Cavanaugh-Principal Arthur 
Voaden Technical School, St. 
Thomas, w.ho will advise those 
interested in Commercial Work 
Allied Industrial trades such a~ 
electricity, machine sho.p, drau­
ghting, etc. 

Mr. Pert-Manager of St. Thomas 
Public Utilities- Electrical En­
gineering. 

Mr. Thomas-Principal of St. Tho­
mas Collegiate Institute who will 
supply advice on ·Matriculation 
and professions, such as Medical, 
Nursing, Teaching,, Dentistry, etc. 

Mr. Freeman Thomas- Dominion 
Gov't. Agricultural Representa­
tive for Elgin County, who will 
handle advice on farming, farm 
·courses, etc. 

1\lr. W. Burchall-St. Thomas-Jour­
nal, who will advise per.sonnel in­
terested in Journalism. 
These men will be on the Station 

the first week in March and it is 
proposed to have a general meeting 
at which time each man will give 
an outline of his field. This general 
meeting will be followed 'by a per­
sonal interview with any one or a 
number o.f these men in the G.I.S. 
offices and lecture rooms. 

These men will be brought to the 
Station in your interests. Don' t fail 
t o take ·advantage of this oppor­
tunity. 

Rehabilitation. 1Since the publi­
·cation of the Governm.ent's Re­

habilitation program in the last 
i,s:sue of the "Aylmer Airman," 
booklets have been received which 
give a more complete co.verage of 
this topic. Thse booklets are avail­
able in either French or English 
and may be had by calling at the 
Educational Office, G.I.:S. 

Movies-The movie programs 
sho.wn on this Station on Friday 
evenings will show a marked im­
provement in March with the addi­
tion of one reel of Classical. !Music 
and a Walt Disney 'Short or other 
similar features. 
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Disorderly Room 
Details 

As the "Nervous Centre" of Ad­
ministrative overlordship, the Or­
derly Room at R. l must be one 
of the most unique of its kind in 
the RCAF.: unique in more ways 
than one as we shall show. We 
don't know about the more isolated 
posts; .but even in this a pparently 
settled part of the country one 
feels a peculiarly pleasant sens-e of 
isolati'on at R.1, that boistero.us 
offspring of No. 14, now suffering' 
the growing pains of expansion. 
Even when calls come through the 
"Jukebox" (affectionate term for 
our switchboard) which :barring the 
mail truck and the occasional air­
plane i:s our only means of ·com­
munication with the outside world., 
almost inaudi.ble whispers come 
over the wires inquiring "I:s that 
R.1- R .1 ?", a nd w.hen you say 
"yes", there is an abashed silence 
as though the party at the other 
end had suddenly contacted the lost 
patrol. 

Yes, there is a frontier atmos­
phere here and one ha;s to be im­
bued with the pioneer spirit to be 
a member of the staff, especially the 
Orderly Room staff. Of course, one 
cannot expect to find the :same 
facilities as those enjoyed on a 
larger establishment. But, i t must 
be admitted, there are unavaoid~ 
a ble occasions when the Orderly 
Room is apt to resemble a cross be­
tween a country general store and 
ar: election polling booth. Let no 
one suppose that the de·corum ex­
pected of all Orderly Rooms is ab­
sent at R.1. Far from it. Our Discp. 
Sgt. Frame, a severe and formid­
able gentleman, sees to that. His 
is a trying· job. But to compensate 
for this the Sergeant, in quieter 
moments, may be seen absorbed at 
his desk, painstakingly cutting out 
paper designs . And while LAC. Sul­
livan frantically files papers, .twid­
d les buttons on the "Jukebox" and 
hurries out to investigate the coke 
shortage; .A!C Lamont gleefully 
pecks o ut a couple of copies o:f .the 
"Lyrical 'Lysander" before starting 
on Nominal Rolls. All this to the 
consternation of F / S Phil.P, who 
thinks the Orderly Room is going 
"!Sissy''! 

But the mail has arrived. We 
brace our:selves. The truck driver, 
with ·cheeks aglow, hands over the 
precious bundle in a way which 
sugge.ts that he has come through 
hell and high water and Indian in-

fested country to bving it to you. 
We tell him how much we appre­
ciate his efforts and begin sorting 
while outside the locked door the 
wolves .howl for the love notes. But 
wait, there ·is a fifth columnist in 
our midst. Unnoticed he has open­
ed the door !before ·the mail has 
been sorted. !Suddenly all is lost. 
The Fort has fallen . A wave of 
blue and grey-blue surges through 
the door with a wild haloo that 
would put a Greek bayonet charge 
in the shade, and clashes, like a 
r•ip •tide, over the room. A mael­
strom o,f mail, passe.s, badmfnton 
bats and mem'Orandums descends 
upon us. The Dunkirk style, the 
daily m .cracle takes place. Though 
sweat blurred eyes we see Petty 
Officer Wingrove standing behipd 
the counter, stout legs b.raced, 
calmly surveying the scene of con­
fusion as if he were watching the 
scuttling of the German High Seas 
Fleet. He slowly lights a cigarette 
and then takes the situation in 
hand. He :speaks quietly to the 
men, sorts out the mail, and before 
we know it the hubbub dies down 
and the crowd dispenses. The 
Chief lights a cigarette. winks, 
makes for the door, says "Ill be in 
the barracks if I'm wanted." The 
Sergeant returns with his paper 
designs, Lamont resumes his typing 
and Sullivan has rounded up some 
cokes. F /.S Philp nods with ap­
proval. Tranquility reigns as we 
settle back to genial isolation. 

Course "93" 
At last " the greatest catastrophe 

in British Naval History" is leav­
ing Aylmer after a most enjoyable 
.four months training. Although 
our ranks were somewhat decreas­
ed after our a:nnual at R1, those 
remaining .would like to express 
th.eir deepest gratitude to all In­
structors , both flying and ground 
school, and also the Naval staff for 
their great patience and labour 
spent in preparing us for active 
overseas service. ·To everyone, we 
wish to say "Thank You" and we 
wish you every success with future 
courses. 

No doubt \lyhen we return Home 
we w ill shock our friends with such 
Canadian expressions a;s we have 
picked up ove1r here. All have had 
a marvellous experience and no 
one regrets a minute of the time 
he has spent in this country. We 
are all sorry to be returning to 
31. P .D . for it w ill, fOL' m~ny of 

ui;, be our farewell to a great peo­
ple ·and country. 

It is with deepest regret that we 
have to record in our departing 
me.ssage that one of our number 
was killed in a flying accident. To 
the parents of the late Peter Strat­
ton we convey our most heartfelt 
sympathies in their sad bereave­
ment. To those w'ho were his 
friends we need say nothing, for as 
we knew so shall we rememiber. T 'o 
those involved in the same accident 
we extend our hopes of a speedy 
recovery. 

On the bl'i,ghter siae, it is with 
great pleasure, that we learn of 
F / 0 Senn's posting to Overseas 
IService. He wa.s one of our most 
populat· instructors and we shall 
miss his version of the weather 
check. We wish him the very best 
and a "big bag." 

We must not forget \Petty Offi­
cer ("You've had your time--Rise 
and Shine") Wingrove, ·in our 
thanks for his unceasing efforts in 
our behalf whilat at Rl. 

The Straight "A. G." 
From far and near you'll often hear 

of the pilot's .skill and dare, 
But little is heard of the straight 

"A. G." or really why he is there; 
To be exact for · a matter of fact 

he's the backbone of the crew, 
vVhen you take account of the large 

amount of work he has to do. 

He knows his job without a doubt, 
you really can't deny, 

At sm~shing the Hun with the 
Browning gun he's quite a handy 
guy; 

He's needed for returning when 
nights are dark as ink 

This boy's bearing guides the plane 
so safely o'er the brink. 

And if a placket hits the plane and 
baHng out begins. 

He knows he doe.sn't stand a 
chance, so he just s its and gri'ns; 

And in his eyes . before he d ies is 
a glint of devil made-care, 

Then he meets his fate in a burn­
ing crate, somehow, sometime, 
somewhere. 

So when again you see a plane go 
sailing o•e·r the blue 

n.emenrber there's an "A.G." aboard, 
and thank God it i~sn't you; 

Then here 's to the inen of the 
ROAF. and here's to the men 
w.ho fly, 

And here's to the men that are 
straight "A.G."~God bless all 
those w ho die. 

Friday, February 25th, 1944 

Y·M·C·A 
MOVIES 

COMING ATTRACTIONS 

"HIS BUTLER'S SISTER" 
!Starring Deana Durbin, Franchot 

Tone and Pat O'Brien 

GOVERNIM'IDNT GIRL 
Starring Olivia DeHavilland, 
Sonny Tuf'ts and Anne Shirley 

A NIGHIT TO REMEMBER 
.Starring Loretta Young, Brian 

Aherne and Gale ISondergaard 

TOP 'MAN 
Starring Donald O'Connor, Susanna 

Foster, Peggy Ryan and · 
Lillian Gish 

TH;E GAY SIS'DERS 
,starring Barbara .Stan;wyck and 

Geo. Brent 

FOREVER A:NiD . A DAY 
Sta11ring Brian Aherne, Robt Cum­

mings, Charles• Laughton and 
Ida Lupino 
--,- . 

EDGE O'F DARKNESS 
.Starring Ann .Sheridan and 

Errol Flynn 

GIRDS IN CHAINS 
Starring Arlene Judge, Roger 
Clark and Robin Raymond 

OK!LAHiOMA KID 
Starring James Cagney and 

Humphrey Bogart 

MR. LUCKY 
Starring Cary Grant and Laraine 

Day 

THANK YOUR LUCKY STARS 
All Star Cast 

Maintenance Wing 
The Orderly Room has lost two 

of W.D. Staff since the beginning 
ot the year. Sgt. Dufty was post­
ed back west and A W. Snider is 
spending her long hours of the day 
in T.T.S. Hospital. •AW; . Le:wth­
raite is the new Clerk Steno. 

The runner LAC. Duff won't run 
any more, at least he hopes not. 
He thinks flying will be much more 
exciting. 

A new Wireless Mechanic, Sgt. 
Sleeth, has recently hailed in from 
Totino, B.C. 

A certain LAC. in the Wireless 
Section caused quite a commotion 
amongst the W.D.'s and it got so 
bad that in the end they went 
around with long faces and were 
not on speaking terms for a whole 
day. 

We wish to say Goodbye to Sgt. 
l'ingal, who has been with Main­
tenaP.ce si·nce July in 1941 and we 
all wish him the best of luck on his 
new station. 

The arrival of a certain Clerk 
General into the log Book Room 
caused quite a few hearts to flutter, 
who at the same time wished thP.y 
had wings to fly up to the Tool 
Crib rather than climb the stair,; 
and find out her name. 

The IMtce. W .D.'s received a 
"Brain Wave ? ? ? ? ?" which is 
goi·ng to serve two purposes, one 
is a chicken supper soon with LAW. 
Harding contributing most of the . 
funds as yet. 

A couple of 'Riggers" played 
Clerk General one night when Val­
entine's Day was near. Hard to be­
lieve these men, they have a Hne 
for e\'ery girl, and. it is the same 
line, of course they were just Val­
entines this time. 
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Library Corner 
Anything new? Yes, a new as­

sortment again this month-really 
worthwhile a"'nd catering to every 
individual taste. One of Daphne 
DuMiaurier'.s latest- "Hungry 
Hill'-is an absorbing story of 
Irish family life, moving quickly 
through a century, and will hold 
your interest throughout. 

"Only the Stars are Neutral" by 
Quentin Reynolds, gives the inside 
story on a war correspondent's ex­
periences in Russia, clearly ex­
pressed and making easy reading. 

Eric Knj,.ght's "Lassie Come 
Home" and Douglas' "Green Light" 
are books none should miss reading. 
And ' :so we could go on-but here 
is the list of the remainder of our 
latest addttions to the shelves: 

Mother Russia-Maurj,ce Hindus 
A short History of Russia- B. H . 

.Summer 
A Stranger and Afraid-Michael 

Hardt 
United We Stand-Basil Mathews 
Dress Rehearsal - Quentin 

Reyn'Olds 
The Forgotten Ally- Pierre 

Van'Pas·sen 
Last Train from Berlin-Howard 

K . .Smith 
The World is Yours-G. B . Lan­

caster 
The Story of :Philosop:hy-Will 

Durant 
Man ·The Unknown-Alexis 

Gar.rel 
Todays ·Etiquette--iLillian 

Eichler 
Mjary Queen of rScots-Stefam 

Zweig 
Hildreth~Harlow Estes 
The · Glorious Advenlture­

Richard Haliburton 
Murder Out Yonder-'Stewart 

H. Holbrook 
Rebecca-Daphne DuMaurier 
H. M. Pulham, Esq.-John P . 

Marquand 
At the Foot of the Rainbow­

Gene 'Stratton Porter 
Spiderweb Trail-Eugene Cun­

ningham 
Winter Wheat---4Mildred Walker 
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94 Course Graduates 
To the casual observer the R\CAF 

truck which was seen travelling in 
the direction of R1 might have ap­
peared at ii'rst glance to have con­
tained nothing more than frozen 
ccrpse,s, but upon closer inspec­
tion would have revealed that those 
dark shapes were the tlistin;gui:shed 
94 Course, enroute tn R .1. How­
ever, after vigoursly shovelling 
cnal, and other energetic exert­
ions, the thawing pro,cess has been 
completed, and the Course is now 
"Learning the ro·pes" at Rl. 

We cannot leave Aylmer without 
a small tinge of regret. We had so 
much to learn and so little time 
in which to learn it, and we greatly 

learned many things not part of · 
the ,syllabus of an .S.F.T.S., e.g., how 
to polis h flo-ors , and how many 
bottles of coke. an a lready over­
burdened A / LA can carry. 

It is with considerable reserve 
that we embark upon a subject 
w hich must be close to the heart 
or all courses, past and present. We 
re.fer of course to the W .D .'s. These 
bright little ladies in blue, who 
have fed us , given us our mail and 
found the inevitable errors in our 
log books, have made our stay that 
much more interesting. E 1specially 
after duty. 

stru ctors---the feeling was, no reci­
procated. When cockp-it checks 
were handed out, ·FUght Lieuten­
ant Barton fl ew BW207 over to the 
hospital for 200 aspirins, and thirty­
f .'ve .gallons of water. The rest of 
the afternoon .was spent in the 
hangar, where to the blowing of 
Klaxons a nd lighting effects which 
som,ewhat ·resembled Piccadilly 
Circus tback in '38. We learnt our 
co-ckpit drill. F / 0 Lynch, my own 
instructor, and a fine f lyer, 
couldn't stand the strain of taking 
myself a nd A / LA W a lden up on 
initiation flights so promptly went 
on a week's leave on the M,onday­
bad boy Lynchie ! 

G. I. S. Grumbles 
Strangers stumbling through the 

.portals of this "Fount of Know­
ledge" will enter on tiptoe lest they 
dlistur.b the wisdom-laden air, but 
will be very much surprised when 
they trip over a varied assortment 
ot' paint cans, mop;s, and destruct­
ional equipment. F'or ye olde 
schoole is due for a slight face-lift­
ing. Don't let this deter you Miss 
Ball, we welcome your cheerful 
person (and amendments!) 

_ appre•ciate the fine co-operation of 
the whole Station, which made our 
task :so much easier and. more 
pleasant. 

Howeven, we have left all this 
behind now, but some things still 
puzzle us , even after three months : 
(1) Where do all the cats come 
from outside the ·Mess Hall ? (2) 
Who stops the projector in the 
theatre ? (3) Who pulls the corn­
ers out of parachutes, a nd finally, 
(4) How do the 'Link Instructors 
stay on the beam, in spite of our 
efforts? No doubt these things JWill 
be explained during the passage of 
time, but they remain a mystery 
to- us. 

The Labour organizer of the 
Flight- F ;o !Saunders-delights in 
looking at his reflection on the 
floo.r, so has them waxed a bout 
twice a week. A / LA. A . Walker­
known to his friends as "Wings"­
is said to have gone up to his in­
structor (F/ 0 Livingstone) and 
said "Dr. Livingstone 'I pre.sume?" 
And on ask in g the whereabouts of 
S tanley was told to go and get into 
3040 immediately. 

Certain postings from Photo­
graphy left many broken hearts, 
and just when we were really gett­
ing to know their tastes (bottled) . 

Allow us to extend our welcome 
to WO.l H. J . N'Oseworthy, who will 
add to the ranks of the armament 
section; head the ranks and discip­
line · all the rest of the r-anks (a 
rank statement.) 

A certain navigation instructor 
has found that •GAP's, A'P's and 
"what have you" have drifted off 
track. Protests from publications 
rt'verberated throug;h the corridors 
and it only required a heart stimu­
lant (take a bow, Marion) and 
three bloodhounds to get things un­
der control. P . .S. The moral o.f this 
story can _be found in the Record 
Files of Publications stores. 

The Fleet Air Arm has secured 
a "bridgehead" in G.J.,S. in the 
form of their new Ship Rec. Room, 
but the RCAF is counter-attacking 
with their new Intelligence Room. 
The Navy is "getting. up steam," 
but all the secret files and confi­
dential documents are sti!! in olJr 
hands, 

A word of thanks is due to the 
flying instructors, w ho risked life 
and limb, and showing infinite pa­
tience, taught us how to fly the 
Harvard wJJ.ich we accomplished in 
our own inimitable way, as the 
runways, wing-tips a nd worn bra k e 
shoes will testify. 

We pause also to thank the 
g"Cound crew who gave us their un­
tiring co-operation, despite the 
weather. Also in passing we wish 
t c thank the G.l . .S. instructors for 
their tolerance, a nd to our "Chiefs" 
with their various methods of wak­
ing us up, varying fro.m "eave, 
'eave 0," to "come on let's have 
yer." 

During our s tay a t Aylmer we 

"F" FLIGHT 
. The most drama:tic moment yet 
'experienced by No. 1~SFTS. was 
thE, unconddtiona l arrival of that 
wonderful model organization -
Course 99. As the bus came to a 
standstill at •the gate a corporal 
tried. to get on, and amid,st shouts 
of " Get some sea time in J ack " 
'vl'as swampe ct l;>y I,.i~l,\~em;mtt Mott's 

Now a t Rl we are wondering 
where the ice r ink h as g one to. But 
no matter whatever else hap1pens 
w e follow our ·sch edule, ,skedule! 
skeduley!! and 60 of us sit waiting 
in a room that was originally d.e­
signed for 10. One thing to be said 
foY" it keeps the floor clean . 
\Veil goodbye, Aylme,r , good luck 
to you, a nd THANKlS A LOT! 

lugga-ge! The first bloke we saw 
was the chief, ble,ss hi,s heart. He's 
a d elightful fellow really-one of 
his eyes are both alike. We we~e 
then fed ; on ham, celery and what 
have you-the what have you being 
the best part of the meal. Lieuten­
ant Mott-who had flown down by 
the way 'in an Anson, and who had 
done the Navigating, arrived here 
ins tead of landing up in Kincar­
dine a:s is his favorite practice­
probably had roast chicken; but 
ours not to reason w hy ! (P . .S.- Fnr 
the information of our course 
'chum'., 'Lieutenant Mott is writ-· 
ing a -poem entitled ''Li.stowel Re­
turn" or "It's Quicker by M]oth.'' 

On Sunday we were delighted 
· l).r: (i v ery pappy t9 m~et our new in-, 

As soo.n as "F" Flight was infor­
med of C ourse 99's arrival , they 
went back to the old routine of 
ti me-keeping, s o as to m a ke us 
fee l "more at home," a nd had that 
g orgeo-u s WD. Known as Georgie, 
installed in the o•perations r oom. 
Sc k eeping our motto in mind-
"ycu make 'em - we break 'em" -
I think we, to quote our -instructors 
and A / LA Maguire, are in for an 
"incredibly jolly time." 

STATION BOWLING 
LEAGUE STANDING 

P. W . L. P . Tt. 
Group No. 1-
Riggers .............. . 30 16 14 5 21 
Equipment ........ .. 30 15 15 6 21 
Metal Shop ...... .. 30 16 14 4 20 
Headquarters ... . 30 13 17 5 18 

Group No.2-

0ffi•cers ....... ....... .. 30 21 9 9 30 
'Fitters ...... .. ........ .. 30 14 16 5 19 
Gom,pon ent s ..... . 30 14 16 4 17 
Quarters .............. . 30 12 18 2 14 

Group N o. 3-
Army .. ... ............. .. 30 22 8. 9 30 
R. 1, No. L ..... . 30 19 11 7 26 
Wks. & Bigs ...... . 30 15 15 4 19 
Jf.:J. No. 2 ............. . 30 15 15 0 15 
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"Dawn Flight" 
Consternation is once more reign­

i·ng in the Flight Room fo~ Co~rse 
96 ~s .beginning to have the1r Wmgs 
Check. Mute testimony to the· 
state of mind of the students, are 
the broken coke bottles which are 
found ..\l ing around. These fall 
from nerveless fingers on hearing 
the dread words "Wings Check." 
For confirmation of this fact ask 
Coombs Ctnd Coates who have just 
rrone through the· mill. 

Another cause for excitement i.s 
the night flying . The other nig?t 
our worthy friend, Dean, took a diS­
like to the flare path and upon 
landing wiped it out. Needless to 
say this did not meet with the ap­
proval of his fellow students. May­
be this slight accident can be ex­
cused on the grounds that the stud­
Ents had recently returned from a 
forty eight, when it is a well known 
fact tha t all '"whooped it up" dur­
ing this period of so called rest and 
relaxation. 

Course 95 will be leaving us in 
the very near future and we take 
this opportunity of wishing them 
every success on the final stage of 
their Course. The new Course will 
be w elcomed into the fold and care­
fu;Jy guided through the various 
seqmmces. As a word of welcome 
to them we can say, "A'bandon hope 
all ye who enter here!" 

Despite the unavoidable ab.sence 
ofF ;o "Silver" Strfnger~ne. Flight 
has maintained its reputation for 
dficiency and is still being run on 
a paying basis. As he is favouring 
the fair city of Chicago with his 
patronage once again, everyone is 
really anxious to see the results 
of his visit and we sincerely hope 
that another Beaumauris excursion 
won't result. 

The new innovation in the Brief­
ing Room (to wit the Time-keep­
er) ----'W e.Jcome· to the Flight, Muriel 
- has taken quite a load of the res­
ponsibility from some of the broad­
er shoulders of the Flight and Sam 
is not seen around the desk so of­
t en now frightening poor students 
away into the blue. He still isn't 
there himself of course. 

Before we go any further we 
must welcome our new Flight Com­
mander, F ;o Pease and bid a fond 
farewell to U . B. who is now pull­
ing and putting the tower into some 
semblance of order. [)on't worry, 
Ted! Y•ou'll soan be permanently 
settled somewhere. The new Boss 
soon brought fame· to the depart­
ment in the shape of the billiard 
championship of the Officer's Mess 
- congratulations to him! And we 
a:re now getting some meaty dual 
on the green 'baize. 

To bolster up the morale of the 
fairer members of the R.C.N., two 
of the student officers made· the 
long trek to Galt in their ancient 
Chev for the night. At least it 
was intended as a one night stand, 
but the following day saw them 
pushing the r emains of what was a 
good car a decade ago along the 
highways and byways of Ontario. 
Rumour has it that one tnember of 
the expedition was in favour of 
rolling it into a ditch, calling it a 
day__jbut the other half was made 
of sterner stuff and the car has now 
returned to Aylmer. 

Love 
Love is one game which is never 

called off on account of darkness. 

THE AYLMER AIRMAN 

Women's Division Chatter 
Once more paper time rolls 

around and finds yours truly fran­
tically grasping for a faint glimpse 
of inspiration re doings of past 
month. 

Firstly may we welcome AjS/0 
Cottet and hope she will like Ayl­
mer and us. 

We have said farewell to a num­
ber of sisters in uniform this past 
while, Cpl. Hamilton leaving to 
take on an even bigger jo'b, and 
looking very chic as she said good­
bye--Good Luck Johnny and I 
think we all ki•nda envy you--a 
woman's place and etc. A number 
of glrls on contact training left l!.or 
their courses but we hope to see at 
least a few of them land back here. 

At the time of reading, Cpl. Black 
(nee Barnhart) will ·be once more 
with us- Welcome back Bette and 
our best wmhes. 

Tillsonburg and Springfield must 
have some· definite attraction that 
at time Aylmer hasn't--three guess­
es won't be needed and by the good 

Metal Shop Scraps 
The pa:ssing of another month 

brings to our attention more chan­
geo in the stalwart staff of our met­
al shop. Take for example the ra­
ther radical reduction i·n our ranks 
in the posting of LAC. Stone to 
Winnipeg, Man. We of the shop 
are happy for AI in that he is with­
in hailing distance of home, but on 
the other hand we are very sorry 
to lose our "mighty midget" to the 
horrors of No. 8 Good luck AI.; 
Cable will look after London for 
you, or vice versa! 

Sgt. •rru:riibley's stay in the hos­
pital is ended with the Sarge seP.ID­
ingly no worse for wear. Curl:,r, it 
seems literally "boiled" but in the 
most peculiar places. However the 
time and place did not cau.se sa 
g reat comment as did the treat­
ment. The Sarge sure has his per­
iods! 

LAC. Heaton, the man who made 
the headlines last month, if you'll 
n mem·ber, is back with us again. 
' 'The black sheep of old has come 
hack to the fold." (Or hole as some 
so aptly put it)! 

LAC. Pascal, who is becoming 
well known for his amorous adven­
tures has a new wrinkle. It in­
volves the purchasing of gardenias 
for the fairer sex, which, at half 
a rock per, constitutes an expen~ive 
week-end. All of which puts Phil 
in the role of a fox, a fox, we all 
know, being a wolf who sends f!ow­
ers. 

LAC. Stinson is either starting a 
eurio shop or has dog house troub­
le·s. His daily accumulation of 
knick-knacks exceeds any prodrlc­
tion line! 

It looks as though ACl. Hughes 
was finally able to send a copy of 
the Airman home to his wife. 

Chalk up one more Frank Si·natra 
on our crooners roster. Referring 
of course to Gord Eve's rendition 
of "Shoo Sho Baby." 

Witnessed the other day the odd 
&peetacle of an airman being whi'lt­
led at by a W.D. Look out fel­
lows, it's Leap Year! 

"He's a strange animal, this 
airman. He thinks, if you date him 
more than twice, you' re trying to 
go, steady. But if you date some­
one else, he thinks you're fickle .. If 
you have a boy friend at home, but 
date . anyway, you're faithless. If 
you don't have a boy' friend at 
home, he thinks you have'nt got 
any.thing on the ball." 

.--~.D. Doe, Mar;v 

time eight gals had t'other night, 
not mentioning any names but 
Equipment and Accounts were ~ell 
represented, maybe they should 
start a bus service to said towns­
sounds good-think I'll have some. 

Rumours or are they rumours 
have floated as rumours do to this 

· pen, re two of our Sgts. taking the 
big step--and Spring isn't even 
here yet--we hope its true and may 
we wish premature good ·.vishes 
with more to follow. 

The little microbes and bacteria 
are really worki•ng overtime these 
days it seems. Could it be we are 
in need of vitamins or just a hol­
iday every three· months--it's an 
idea. anyway--kind of a good one, 
loo, don't you think? Anyway at 
time of reading we hope hospital 
will be empty and all feeling fat 
>md healthy again. 

To-night is hoe-down night in 
Canteen, so hope to s.ee you there 
and g. good time is had by all. · 

More next month-'bye for. now. 

"A" FLIGHT 

Atter reading the last issue of 
The Aylmer Airman, yes reading 
suprising as it m·ay seem-contrary 
to the belief of "E" Flighters, it 
may appear that (reference top 
half, last page, last is.sue) the Active 
Service Men's Recrea tion Club in 
town has been duly publicized; and 
from last reports the personnel of 
this ,station are doing their share. 

P / 0 Inverarity (if yo•u can't :pro­
nounce the name just call him Jim) 
.a new arrival from No. 6SFTIS., 
'Dunnvi~le to "A" Flight (lucky 
chap) IS contemplating marriage 
(unlucky chap) and he desi·res an 
apartment. If there is anyone who 
knows of a place with the follow­
ing specifications-six rooms and 
bathroom wHlh s.hower must be 
furn ished, two steps a:nd a jump 
hom the Bus lines, heat, lights and 
water, plus telephone to be includ­
ed in rent, which. must be fairly 
reasonable, preferably around $10.0) 
or $12.50 per month, (all beds must 
be supplied with Simons spring­
filled super deluxe mattresses,) let 
us know. · 

We w1ish to say hello to new ar­
rivals to our happy home, and adieu 
to a couple of our old timers. 

We are •happy to have with us 
F / 0 Clouse (Jim) foPmerly of No. 
13 SFTS., St. Hubert; P/0 Patter­
son (Bob), who at the present time 
is enjoying a few days leave; Also 
•Sgt. (Don. Stranger), a newcomer 
working hard keeping up tthe effi­
ciency in "A" Flig'ht. (We hear 
[)on you have purchased a new 
car.) "Beware of all W.:O.'s·." 

We say goodbye to P/0 (Ken) 
Ellis, who has been posted to North 
Battleford, Sask., and we hope you 
enjoy .being with the Indians and 
Eskimos. Good luck, Ken. P ;o 
(M'ac) Leckie, formerly of "A" 
Flight, who has been at Rl for the 
past three months is · also on his 
way West, and is very .pleased to be 
gcing closer to home. 

tSince our new flight commander, 
CF/0 Henderson is on leave, F/0 
Nichol {Nick) has taken. over and 
is doing a good job keeping up the 
efficiency of "A" F!ilght. · 

We wonder if P / 0 (Dave) Gray 
l'eally goes to .St. ThO!llfLS to .play 
.hockey. "You better not let your 
wif~ hear !about sucrh t.hinp-s." 

Friday, February 25th, 1944 

IP/ 0 Gil!ion (Jack) seems to 
thmk 'he needs more "'Education" 
-so, for the last couple of months 
he has been keeping in close con­
tact with a ·certain young school 
teacher •from Toronto. "Be careful 
Jack or all O·f "A" Flight will be 
married. 

We ·wish to ~ongratulate "Stan" 
F'raser who recently received his 
'F /0. "Good work ,stanley." 

We wish our former Flight Com­
mander F/L V. C. Aylett good luck · 
ou his expected posting. In . the 
meantime he is spending half a day 
flying and half a day "genning 
up" on his 18hip Recognition (which · 
is a bind), and other important 
ground school subjects. 
~ j O (Charlie) P ·arkin. spent a 

quiet leave in. Hamilton and since 
· returning is full of "vim, vigour 
and vitality" like all noble ins·truc­
tors of "A" Flight. 

While talking to 'P/0 Parkin, it 
ruppears he and. P /0 Fraser went 
down to Drogue Flight to fly · a 
mighty Lysander. They had much 
trouble taxiing and after running 
off the runway, writing their ini­
tials in the sno.w, they finally ar­
rived back at the hangar. They 
claim the tro\llble was caused by 
fRuity brakes. (We wonder.) 

·Since our new time-keeper A W. 
(Ann) Damm has a1:1rived in "A" 
Flight, we find our F-17's, L-14's, 
Cards and Oil Dilutions have been 
kept up to an efficient standard. 

Enough is said and we welcome 
any members o.f "E"' Flig1ht .to 
come down to the south-east corner 
of No. 1 Hangar .for any pointers 
they require to keep their Flight 
up to the efficiency of "A" Flight. 

How Did They 
Manage? 

In days of old when knights were 
bold 

And they grew as hard as 
nails .... 

When sailors climbed with a fear­
free mind 

To furl their stout ship's sail!!' 
When a blacksmith strong swung 

all day long 
'Neath 'his spreading chestnut 

tree. 
They'd never 'heard-no never a 

word 
Of vitami·ns A and B. 

Tough pugilists with their knottea 
fists 

Fcught bouts that were long 
and good; 

Men plowed their land with a sturdy 
hand 

And hewed in their plot of 
wood .... 

Brave fisher folk, wearing no mans 
yoke, 

Won joust with an angry sea, 
Though they never knew what it 

was to chew 
On vita:mins C. and D. 

At a merry pace Greeks used to 
race 

For two score miles or more, 
And gladiators were no debators 

O'er what their scrap was for· 
They'd slash and pound till the; 

got thumbs down 
Or the head of their foe was cleft 
And I've heard no word that the; 

ever heard 
Of vitamins E. and F. 

0, they must be good or they never 
would 

Be used by the men who know 
The reason why folk fail and die, 

And whose diagnosis show 
That their bodies plead ·for vitamin 

need, 
But what . gets me really down 

Is that none can tell how we k .ept 
so well · · 

·Ere this Vitamin stuff was 
found. 
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