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THE VIEW FROM

THE FORE-PEAK

i -

In this the final iassue or the’ Sky Santinel we try to azprou to
tha loyal volunteers of the Ground Observer Corps our appreciation of their
unselfish efforts ovor the past years in bridging the gap in our defenses,
giving time to the Air Defence Team of North America to complete the radar
gscreen and afford the citizens of this hemiaphara perhapa the best security
that ia poss:lbla in t hese troubled: times | | . : -

. It has alwaya been the wiah of the Air Officer Commnding, Air
Defence Command, that the vigil maintained by the Ground Observer Corps
should not be continued any longer than the time required to provide
effective radar watch, This has now been accomplished, and the disbandment
of the Southern Division of the Ground Observer Corps is to take effect
May 31st, 1960. It is his view, shared by all RCAF personnel who have been

. pPrivileged to work with the Ground Observer Corps, that this date marke the

successful ending of a very vital and necessary operation. The Ground
Observer Corps has waged & successful campaign. - -

It may never be known how effective our organization was in main-
taining peace in the past decade. As you know, we have not been called upon
to give warning of enemy attack., Our continent has remained inviolate, -
although aggression has taken place elsewhere in the world., We must also
realize that the majority of our citizens were not aware of the nature of
our organization and of the debt of gratitude they owe to the Ground Observer
COTPE-

, May I, therefore, both as a military person, and also as a citizen
‘of this land, convey to all members of the Ground Observer Corps my sincere
and hurt-felt thanks for providing vital assistance in the Air Defence of
North America which could not have been done in any othar Way.

For the future, I commend to you any othar tasks in public service
to which your patriotic spirit may lead you. In particular, I request your
co-operation in the continued reporting of aircraft and ships in distress
to the Search and Rescus Centre nearest you, knowing that you will bring to
this task the same spirit of leyalty and self-sacrifice that hés been the

keystone of success of the Ground Observer Corp%
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CANADA

IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

No ....000-12(A0C) .

Department of National Defence

Ropal Canadian Jir Force

S5t Hubert, Quebec,
1 June, 1960,

Dear Volunteers

As a result of the advance of technology it is now
evident that the Southern Division of the RCAF Ground Observer
Corps is no longer required, The fine relationship which has
grown up between the military and this portion of its civil
arm must now be terminated, The patriotic citizens who have
formed the Southern Division during the nine years of its
existence have played a vital role in our air defence during
a period of vulnerability., We of the RCAF are most grateful
for their efforts: there can be no doubt but that they
supported their country nobly,

To you, as an individual member of the Southern
Division of the Corps, I now extend the thanks of the whole
RCAF for a job well done, and regretfully say "farewell"”, You
can be sure that our relationship will not be forgottem and
that what you accomplished has been indeed worthwhile,

Sincerely,

(W.R. MacBrien) |
Air Vice-Marshal ft\nﬂi

Air Officer Commanding
Air Defence Command
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On “ednesday kay 25th 1960 “the folcial closing ceramﬂnies of tha*TTuIO
Filter Centre was held, thus bringing to a close seven years of active parti-

cipation in Canada's Alr Defence hy the civilian population of Nova Scotia, -

The ceremony was attended by Regional Supervisors from all parts of
Nova ocotiaj; by local dignitaries, headed by His iWorship, The Mayor of Truro,
Hector Hill; and by a large number of military personnel.

P

Officiating at the ceremony and representing the Air Officer Commanding, b

Air Defence Command, was @roup Captain N. 4. Timmerman, DSO, DFC, CD, ;
Commending Officer RCAF Station Chatham, N, B, Also present were = Wing |

Commander R. E, Porter, AFC, CD, Maritime Air Command, Halifax; Squadron
Leader F. F. Boychuk, RCAF Station Beaverbank; Squadran.Leader R. H. Morr:s,
CD, Commanding Officer 7 GObC Unit, Halifax, and Flight Lieutenant R, 6.
Husaey, CD, Detachment  Commander 71 GObC Detachment; Moncton, N. Be

The Chairman for the oc¢casion was Flight Lieutenant G. w, Hynes, CD,
the Officer bommanding, Truro Filter Centre, After welcoming the guests,
he reviewed some of the highlights of the GObC in Nova Scotia, and paid .
high tribute to the thousands of civilian volunteers who bad servad in the
Corps since its inception in 1952. He spoke of the pleasant associations
between RCAF staff members ami the people of Truro, during the years, and
told Mayor Hill that he could be proud of the contributiona which.residenta
of Truro had made to the Air Defence of our Country.,

Mayor Hill eiprsssad régret &t tha“closing of the Filter Cantrﬂ, and
thanked both the staff and civilian members for their work,

Squadron Leader R. H., Morris suggested that former civilian members
of the Corps could possibly assist their communities by participating in
some other worthwhile projects, and mentioned Civil Defence as being most
import&n‘b >

The Guest Speaker, Group Captain N. W. Timmerman, explained the
reasons why the Corps wes disbanding, stating that with the ever ‘increasing
capabilities of the Early Warning Radar Lines, an organization such as the
GObC must "regretfully be disbanded". ©On behalf of the Air Officer:
Commanding, Air Defence Command, he expressed sincere thanks to all civilian
members of the Corps for their loyal assistance for almost eight years.

G/C Timmerman then presented GObC iiings and Long Service Bars to those
Filter Centre volunteers who had qualified. Lkeceiving GObC Wings were:
JOYCE MACNUTT, JANET MACNUTT, MRS HELEN TUMILTY, NRS GLADYS CORNELL and
Vi3S CAROLINE REID. 250 Hour Attendance Bars were presented to: MYRTLE KENT,
and MRS HATTIE MACDONALD, while 500 Hour Bars were presented to: MRS,
“RANCES GILLESPIE, MRS MATTIE TOTTEN and HENRY R. REDDEN.

Following the cerémmny, a reception was held in the Filter Certre
lounge and was attended by over & hundred guests.







UN VESSAGE DU  COMMANDANT

Dans cette edition finale de Sky Sentinel, nous désirons exprimer notre

appréciation aux volontaires civils du Corps des Observateurs, Terrestres,
pour la loyauté et la générosite qu'ils ont toujours démontres durant les
dernisres années.

Ves efforts soutenus ont contribués a augmenter 1l'efficacitéd de notre
systeme de Défence Aérienne et ont permis en meme temps que notre systeme
de détection par radar se compléte., Votre contribution a peut etre ainsi
fournifaux citoyens de cet hemisphere, la meilleure protection possible
pendant cette période d'insécurite.

Les autorites du Commandement de la Défence d 1'Air avaient toujours
prévu que la vigile maintenue par les observateurs devrait se terminer
aussitot que le systéme de détection par radar serait complété et pourrait

assurer une protection efficace et adéequate. Ceci est maintenant un fait

accompli et le démembrement du Corps des Ubservateurs Terrestres dans la
partie Sud, soit au sud du 55eme paralelle, ast effectif a compter du
31 Nay 1960,

Du point de vue du Commandant de la Défence Aérienne, 1equel est
partage par tout le personnel de l'aviation qui ont eu le privilege d'etre
associés aux observateurs terrestres, cette date marque la fin d'une
opération vitale et nécessaire qui a été couronnée de succes.

On ne connaitra peut etre jamais la réelle valeur de notre organis-
ation dans le maintien de la paix durant les dernieres dix années; comme
vous le savez nous n'avons pas é6té appeles a donner l'alerte d'une
attaque ennemie et la paix a continuer de regner sur notre continent
malgreé les aggressions répétees qui ont eu lieu a d'autres endroits a
travers le monde,

Nous devons aussi reéaliser que la majorité des citoyemns du pays
n'étaient pas conscient de la nature de notre organisation et ne réalise nt
pas la dette de gratitude qu'ils doivent aux obsgervatemrs.

A titre de militaire et de citoyen, permettez moi d'exprimer mes
plus sinceres remerciements a tous les membres du Gorpa des Obgervateurs
Terrestres pour avoir fourni cette assistance si précieuse a tout le
systeme de Defence Aérienne de 1'Amerique du Nord, laquelle n'aurait pu
etre obtenue d'aucune autre facon.

Pour l'avenir, je vous recommande de vous joindre a l'organisme
de service public wers lequel votre esprit patriotique sera le plus
porté. In particulier, je vous demande votre cooperation pour continuer
a rapporter les avions et les navires présumés en détresse, au centre
de Rec¢herche et de Sauvetage le plus pres de chez-vous, Je suis assure
a l'avance que vous apporteraz a cette tachalle meme esprit de loyaute et
de renoncement qui a été la clef du eucces du Corps des Observateurs

Terrestres,
/ |
et

ook




GOOD-BVYE

In this the final printing of the "Sky Sentinel", it
is with a great deal of regret that we take the opportunity
to say "good-bye" to all our volunteer friends of the Ground
Observer Corps throughout the Atlantic Provinces and in
particular New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island.

Coupled with the regrets at saying goodbye, however,
there is a feeling of pride and accomplishment in a "job well
done"; an achievement which you, as volunteers giving freely
of your time and efforts, made possible. e have been assured
by higher euthority that this time and effort has, over the
past years, filled a vital gap in Cansda's Air Defence and this
fact alone should be one of lasting satisfaction to all of us.

Speaking for all the RCAF Staff at 71 Detachment, Moncton,
we want to thank you for your friendship and your co-operation
over the past seven years. We will miss "dropping in" to say
"Hello" but wish you all "Godspeed" in your many and varied
activities.

(R.C, Hussey) :

Flight Lieutenant
Detachment Commander
71 GObC Detachment.
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"The Ground Observer Corps volunteers have done a tremendous job in
the Air Defence of Canada, but it is necessary to economize on our air
defence structure. We must progress and spend our defenc® dollar in the
best way possible. The work of the Ground Observer Corps will now be
carried out by the Pinetree Radar Lins and other devices".

Thus commented G/C N, W, Timmerman, D.S.0., D.F.Ce, CosDo, Commanding
Officer of the Chatham Air Force Base, at the closing of 71 Ground Observer
Corps Detachment, Moncton, on Saturday the 28th of May.,

Special guests at the closing ceremonies included: G/C F.E. Baker,
C.D., Commanding Officer of No. 5 Supply Depot, loncton, who presented
wings and hour bars tq 25 volunteers; w/C R, G. Elliott, C,D,, Senior
Supply Officer, No. 5 Supply Depot, Monmcton; 8/L R, H, Morris, C. D.,
Commanding Officer of 7 GObC Unit Halifax; F/L G, E, Murray, D.,F.Coe,
CoeDe, St. Hubert, Quebec; F/L G, W, Hynes, C.D., Officer Commanding of
Truro Filter Centre; F/L R. C. Hussey, C.D., Officer Commanding
Moncton Filter Centre; Jack Lutes, former Officer Commanding Moncton
Filter Centre; F/L D. L. Giggey, D.F.C., C.D., Three Rivers, Quebec.

The closing ceremonies were attended by the Filter Centre staff and

volunteer workers of the Filter Centre, as well as a representation from
the field.,

Those receiving their wings were as follows:

LEO-PAUL BASTARACHE LEIGH EATON
LINDA FISHER FRANK GILLESPIE
JUNE SEARS DAVE STRUGNELL
CLARK WILCOX DOROTHY MENZIES
BARRY RODY PETER WESTELL
PAUL BREAU BETTY NARREN
FERNANDE CAISSIE BRUCE DIXON
ALONZO LEBLANC DOLLARD LEBLANC

Those receiving bars signifying 250 hours of service in the Filter
Centre were as follows:

YVONNE HEBERT THERESA LEBLANC
CAROL MACARTHUR LILLIAN MURRAY
EVELYN PERKINS JAMES SMITH
JEANNETTE CHISHOLM NURIEL HAZEL

LEONARD DOUCETTE




PHOTOS TAKEN DURING OFFICIAL CLOSING OF 71 GObC DERTACHMENT FILTER CENTRE

RECEIVING 250 HOUR BARS

From left to right: Jeamnette Chisholm, James Smith, Evelyn Perkins, Carol
MacArthur, Lillian Murray, Theresa lLeBlanc, Group Captain F. E. Baker,
Muriel Hazel and Yvonne Hebert.
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| RECEIVING PLOTTERS* WINGS | ‘
| From left to Right: Dollard LeBlanc, Bruce Dixon, Fernande Caissie, Betty
: Warren, Group Captain F. E., Baker and Paul Breau,

| From left to right: Group Captain N, W, Timmerman, Group Captain F. E. Baker,
Flight Lieutenant G, E, MNurray, Flight Lieutenant G, #,., Hynes, Flight
Lieutenant R, C, Hussey and standing Squadron Leader R, H, Morris.
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CANADA
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flinigtere de [a Défenge Pationale

Corps b'Abiation Ropal Canadien

St-Hub.rt’ Ql‘.‘b.ﬂ'

Cher volontaire,

Il est maintenant évident qu'avec le progrés de la
technologie, la division sud du Corps d'observateurs terrestres
de 1l'Aviation royale canadienne, n-est plus requise. La bonne
entente qui a toujours existée entre le militaire et le volontaire

de cet important élémemt c¢ivil de la défense aérienne, doit se

terminer.

Les citoyens patriotiques qui ont formé la division du
sud durant les années de son existence ont partieipé a un réle

vital dans la défense de 1l'air pendant une période de vulnéra-
bilité.

Nous de 1l'Aviation, sommes reconmaissants pour leurs
efforts. Sans doute ils ont supporté leur pays noblement.

A vous, membre individuel de la division du sud de
1'organisation, je désire exprimer pour toute 1'Aviation royale
canadienne, mes sinceres remerciements pour une tdche bien
réalisée et c'est avec regret que je dis “Aurevoir®. Vous
pouvesz 8tre assuré que notre alliance ne sera pas oubliée et

ce que vous aves accompli a été en vérité trés utile.

Votre tres obligé,

(WeRe MacBrien) ﬂ\x

Vice~Miiréchal de 1'Air
Officier Commandant 1'Aviation
Commandement de la Défense adrienne,




RAOAL. Ground Observer Corps

The Byes and Bars of the R.A.A.F.
T

Gander Nfld,
6 June 60,

To All Volunteers:

Upon looking back over our years service in the RCAF, we can
in all honesty say that the years spent with the Ground Observer

Corps have been most rewarding.

we have been impressed by the self sacrifice and good citizen=-
ship displayed by each and every one of the thousands of volunteers
in the Gender area of responsibility. Your enthusiasm and loyalty
in furthering the cause of National Defence has contributed in no
small way to the peace which we and our families enjoy today. Your
devotion to the fulfilment of your duties as members of the GObC
has set an example in good citizenship to Canadians everywhere.

Saying goodbye is always a sad occasion; however, we would like
you to know that we carry many pleasant memories with us. To all the
civilian volunteers w’ 11 whom we have been privileged tO work in the
GObC, we say "a sincere and heartfelt thank you" for your loyal and

continuous support.

The Staff
72 GObC Detachment

Gander, Newfoundland.




Saturday, the 4th of June ranked as the darkest day in the history of
72 Detachment in Gander. On this day, the formel closing ceremonies before
disbandment took place. W/C Higgin, Staff Officer Ground Environment at
Air Defence Command Headquarters was the guest speaker for the occasion.
Other honored guests were 3/L R. H. Morris, Commanding Officer 7 GObC Unit,
Helifax, Mayor Jack Robertson of the Town of Gander, F/L Stan Higgins
representing Commanding Yfficer of RCAF Station Gander. Approximately 60
volunteers and friends were in attendance to hear the interesting remarks
of W/C Higgin and enjoy the sumptuous buffet luncheon afterward.

Introducing the guests and cheirman was F/L Bill Wood, Officer
Commanding 72 Detachment., F/L Wood themked the volunteers one and all for
their fine cooperation and expressed regret at leaving so many new friends
in Gander. The popular Mayor, Jack Robertson, was then asked to say a few
words on behalf of the Town. Jack stated that the town felt a sincere loss
in the departure of new friends and citizens. He left a standing invitatiom
to retum to Gander at any time amd feel an honoured guest. F/L Higgins of
Station Gander reflected the loss that would be felt at the Station by the

reduction in personnel. The staff at 72 had contributed in many ways to the
betterment of the Station.

S/L Morris, who needed no introduction to the Gender volunteers,
presented the guest speaker. In his few well chosen words, S/L Morris spoke
of the "TEAM" which would now be broken up and of the loyalty and unselfish
spirit of these fine people in Newfoundland. On this his final visit to

Newfoundland, he recalled with admiration the many highlights of his
association here,

W/C Higein, in his opening remarks, spoke of feeling like an intruder
into a close-knit family group and of being out of place with such a sad
task to perform, He outlined to the volunteers the reasons for disbandment
of the Corps and regretted the disassociation which would follow betwesn the

RCAF and many fine Canadian citizens. He thanked the volunteers sinc erely on

behalf of the Air Officer Commanding, Air Defence Command , for their part
in the air defence system,

The final official function was the presentation of wings and certifi-
cates to & number of Filter Centre volunteers.

The social hour which followed was enjoyed by all and goodbyes were

said to friends both old and new. Another milestone had been passed om the
road to permanent peace,
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PHOTOS TAKEN DURING THE OFFICIAL CLOSING OF 72 DETACHMENT FILTER CENTRE

W/C Higegin presenting Wings to #4/C Higgin presenting Wings to
WALTER MILLEY BEVERLY PINSENT

The above photo shows some of the volunteers
who attended the Official Closing Leremonies
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v /C Hiegin addressing the Group,. S/L Norris addressing the group.



FOR COASTAL POSTS

IT IS IMPORTANT THAT YOU REPORT ALL SIGHTINGS OF

SUBMARINES AND OTHER SUSPICIOUS VESSEL MOVEMENTS

TO THE APPROPRIATE RESCUE CO-~ORDINATION CENTRE
AS ABOVE




MCACS: 8910-1

Office of
CANADIAN MARITIME COMMANDER ATLANTIC
Fleet Mail Office
Halifax, N. S.

9 June, 1960

Dear Slir:

Reports of submarine slghtings and movements
of suspicious vessels made by the Ground Observer Corps
in the past have been greatly appreclated by the Maritime
Commander Atlantic. The disbanding of the Ground Observer
Corps 1s viewed with real regret. I sincerely hope that
former members of the Corps who in the past have displayed
the most genuine and useful form of patriotism by literally
lending thelr own good eyes for the protection of Canada
willl continue to do so, although 1t is no longer 1n an
officlally organized capaclty.

Even today, our exerclses prove that the human

eye is one of the best submarine detection devices and
certainly the most reliable.

I would be most grateful if former members of
the Ground Observer Corps living by the sea would continue

to keep a sharp lookout and report any susplclous sighting
- to the Maritime Commander Atlantic. -

Again I wish to thank you for your patriotic

vigllance in the past and I hope you will circulate this
letter to your former members.

Yours truly,

/%“
(H.F. Pullen)

REAR ADMIRAL
CANADIAN MABRITIME COMMANDER ATLANTIC

Squadron Leader R.H. Morris, RCAF,

No. 7 Ground Observer Corps Unit,
Anderson Square,

Hallifax, Nova Scotia.
-]lb=
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