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Assistant Manager

C. J. CLARK

was assistant manager of No. 24
EFTS. An Okanagan orchardman,
he is currently supervising his
farm on a leave of absence from
the Vancouver Air Training Co.
Ltd., with which he has been as-
sociated since the company first
started operating elementary fly-
ing training schools in the spring
of 1940 at Sea Island.

BREEZE FEATURED
CAMP NEWS CUTS

Since March, The Breeze has
received Camp Newspaper Serv-

ice through the courtesy of the

United States War Department.
Aimed at boosting GI Joe’s mor-
ale, it has also served to lift the
spirits of the Joes and Janes of
No. 24 EFTS.

Most popular CNS feature here
was Male Call, a comic strip fea-
turing Miss Lace, curvaceous cu-
tie who stems from the pen of
Milton Caniff, creator of Terry
and the Pirates. Another laugh
provoker was Cpl. Leonard San-
sone,s The Wolf,

Twenty-seven Draw
Y Depot Postings

Virtually the entire flying in-
siructor staff of No. 24 EFTS
vras disbanded this week with 27
postings to No. 2 Training Com-
mand in Winnipeg and No. 3
Training Command in Montreal,
27 postings to Y depot, probably
for overseas, and nine postings to
High River, Alberta, EFTS.

Official announcement as to
the effective dates of the post-
ings has not been made, but the
school is scheduled to close here
July 14.

SOUVENIR OF 24 EFTS
PREPARED IN BOOKLET
WITH MANY PICTURES

Out this week is the No 24
EFTS souvenir book, Sky, con-
taining some 80 pictures in its
24 pages of station scenes and
stories.

Distribution of complimentary
copies to all the unit’s staff, both
civilian and RCAF, and to stud-
ents now on strength is unde:
way, with a copy ear-marked for
each of the near-500 persons.

An early and strong demand
for extra copies of the book
brought a decision to place a
limited number on sale in the
station canteen and at the Ted-
dy Bear confectionery in Ab-
botsford.

.With a full photograph of an
airdrome scene on the cover,
showing Mount Baker and a
formation of Cornell aircraft in

ithe background, the book is in
two colors throughout.

All work in the copyrited pub-
lication was done by M. J. (Bud)
{Nugent, works officer and offi-

Original CFI

SL MORLEY GAIN

was the first RCAF commanding
officer and chief flying nstructor
at No. 24 EFTS, leaving May 1
on the posting here of SL Gil-
bert E. Kerley. SL Gain, whose
home is in St. Catharines, Ont.,
is now stationed at the Macleod,
Alberta, SFTS, while Mrs. Gain
and their two sons live in Cal-
gary.

AWARDED DFC

Pilot Officer John D. Rout-
ledge, 21, son of P. H. Routledge
of Mission, has been awarded the
Distinguished Flying Cross for
services with the RCAF overseas
A brother, Jim, is also oversea:
with the RCAF. Mr. Routledgt
and his two sons are noted fo
their “Mission City Train” whicl

CNS material is only released c'al photogranher of the unit, and |they built as a model of a rea
for use in military publications PO Frank Martineau, public re- |train and operate now in aid o

which carry no advertising.

j lations officer.

the Red Cross.
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Guest Editorial .. Lang Sands

It hardly seems possible that No. 24 EFTS
has been with us in this community less than
a year and that already it is leaving us, its
personnel to spread to the four points of the
compass. .

A condition of war brings about many
things and brings together many peoples who
never, under any other circumstances would
be likely to meet. Despite the fact that no mat-
ter how strongly we may participate, once em-
broiled, none of us like war. Nevertheless there
is some good in the bad, nearly always a silver
lining to the dark cloud.

Establishment of No. 24 Elementary Flying
Training School at Abbotsford Airport has been
good for the Matsqui-Sumas-Abbotsford Area
and we do not particularly refer to economic
value. The real benefit has come from the
more intimate touch with the involved and de-
tailed problems of waging modern war. It has
also. come from the bringing into our midst,
even though transitorily, many hundreds of
young men from all parts of the Dominion, the
United States, Great Britain and even from
overseas Dominions.

In the first place we have come to realize
accepting No. 24 EFTS as just one small factor,
the immensity of the task of our government
in successfully waging modern war on our be-

half. We have, day by day, observed the pati-
ent, even tedious, hours of training that must
be provided our keen, impatient young men to
enable them to be one better individually, as
well as in equipment, than the enemies’ fight-
ers. We have watched their progress in the
skies and thrilled with them on the days of
graduation.

Incidental to all this but not really second-
ary in importance, has been the opportunity
afforded us to meet so many fine young men
from so many interesting places and for them
to come across the continent and from over the
seas to see the West, the Fraser Valley and the
M-S-A Area, We can take pride in their many
times repeated statements of appreciation of
the reception accorded them here and rest as-
sured that, when peace is won for the world,
we will hear from them again.

In this parting salute to No. 24 EFTS we
desire also to pay tribute to the great effort
on the part of the RCAF and of the civilian
company, Vancouver Air Training Co. Ltd., de-
spite the exigencies of war, to maintain, even
improve, the morale and spirit of the young
men entrusted to their care and training. 1t
should be recognized that they have been met
half-way by the boys and greatly helped, but
neveriheless it has been a revelation to all ob-

LANG. SANDS
Editor A. S. & M. News

servant. persons, what has to be done and what is done, in too many
ways to mention here, to create and maintain ideals and enthusi-
asm under most difficult conditions. We have had here, in this re-
spept also, the opportunity to meet and work with men of high
calibre and integrity. They have a marked appreciation of their
cesponsibilities and have inspired others to help through their own
willingness to co-operate.

Probably the best tribute we can pay student pilots, instructors
and the executive personnel of both RCAF and Company is to close
on the thought of how, in so few months, No. 24 EFTS has been
accepted as part of this community, how the M-S-A Area has
srown to like and welcome them all and will genuinely regret the
-losing of the school. Farewell and good flying!

The Breeze

Published Fridays for personnel of No. 24 EFTS, Abbotsford, B.C.

EDITOR ASSOCIATE EDITOR
PO Frank Martineau PO George Sturgiss

The Breeze receives Camp Newspaper Service material. Republica-+
tion of credited matter prohibited without permission of CNS, 205
&. 42nd St., NYC 17. With th exception of CNS material and the
centre spread, all illustrations in this issue (and in previous issues)
appear through the courtesy of the Abbotsford, Sumas & Matsqury
News, Abbotsford.
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Canada’s Best EFTS Completes It's Task ™

Abbotsford has had a remark-
able experience these past ten
months, for it has seen the start,
the phenomenal growth and the
untimely end of what has been
termed “the best EFTS in Can-
ada.

The end isn’t quite here, but
by this time next week the de-
mise of No. 24 Elementary Fly-
ing Training School will be vir-
tually a fact, for its last class of
students will have - been com-
pleted.

The Vancouver Air Training
Co. Lid.,, which operated the
school, has been handed its walk-
ing papers, effective August 15,
and plans now call for the taking
over of the aerodrome by an
operational training unit on Au-
gust 28.

Thus closes the last EFTS in
British Columbia, and with it
ends a shining chapter in this
province’s aviation history.

That chapier opened in June
1940 with the establishment of
No. 8 EFTS at Sea Island.

It ran through the days of No.
18 EFTS at Boundary Bay. Now
il is climaxed with the product-
ivity of the Abbotsford school.

Pilots by the thousands were
made at these three flying cen-
tres—pilots who today are spear-
heading the aerial invasion, car-
rying the war to the Japs in the
Far East and grinding back the
wavering German line in Itfaly.
The air training they received in
B.C. skies started them out on
the highroad to victory and ad-
venture.

Back in the early days of the
war, the RCAF was crying for
pilots, but there was only the
small nucleus of the great train-
ed force necessary to hold the
dogs of war at bay. Fliers were
needed, but quick!

The aero clubs were the solu-
tion, RCAF officials felt, and so
was organized the vast element-
ary flying training program that
up to the first of this year had
produced 38,775 aerial argonauts
to fly the mighty military air-
craft of today.

By Frank Martineau

The British Columbia Aero
Club was called upon to set up
a school at Sea Island in the
spring of 1940 and, with the late
Leslie J. Martin, OBE, at the
helm, soon started turning out
the airmen who are now among
the RCAF’s best fighters. A com-
pany was organized as the Van-
couver Air Training Co. Ltd., to
supervise and direct the weighty
business of winning this local war
of training.

Then there was another call—
to open the British Common-
wealth Air Training Plan’s first
double EFTS—and it was ans-
wered at Boundary Bay. The
two schools operated simultane-
ously for a while, under closely

allied firms, until the Sea Island
centre closed and all acétivities
were moved to the newer air-
port. 3

Then Pearl Harbor made of the
west coast an armed camp and
the EFTS left Boundary Bay for
Caron, Sask., where it ‘irained
RAF personnel as No. 33 EFTS.

Finally in September  last
year, the Abbotsford school
opened even as the Caron esi-
ablishment was putting odt its
last classes. Such, briefly, is
the history of B.C.’s aerial uni-
versities, e i)

And now, with the passing of
the Abbotsford aerdrome.as an
elementary centre, local regidents

Continued on Page 10

The Wolf

Copyright 1944 by Leoaard Sansone, distributed by Camp Newspa,

"This is positively ridiculous'—I won't go any further until . .
you get rid of your friends!!"”

by Sanso'jlne_'




—THE BREEZE—

Friday, July 7, 1944

Pn!!' Four

“The Hut’> Appreciated

Thousands and thousands of
airmen stationed at No. 2¢ EFTS
have entered the door of the Ab-
botsford Hut and have found
therein the recreation and en-
tertainment they sought,

With the disbanding of No. 24
EFTS, official recognition and ap-
preciation of the fine work of
the M-S-A Citizens' Committee,
which operated the servicemen’s
centre, came today from Squad-
ron Leader G. E. Kerley, RCAF
commanding officer, on behalf of
all service personnel here.

“Seldom have I ever had a
more pleasant duty to perform
than this,” the commanding of-
ficer said in opening his con-
gratulatory remarks, “for I know
that any words of praise I have

for the Matsqui-Sumas-Abbots-
ford Citizens’ Committee and thc
work they have done is echoed
and re-echoed in the minds and
hearts of the boys who have en-
joyed the recreation the Hut has
provided.

“In no other community the
size of Abbotsford have I ever
known the citizens to band to-
gether so spontaneously and
whole-heartedly to meet this need
for entertainment that exists in

ycung men torn up by the roots
from their homes and social
lives.

“During my short stay here,
the Hut's devotion to the hospi-
tality principle established at its
incention has been gratifyingly
evident. I know the staff and stu-
| =:1s of this school feel as I do
that, wherever they go from here

they can meet few organizations
so friendly as this Abbotsford
ccmmittee.”

In closing, SL Kerley wished
all possible success to the local
group in its future activities and
declared that the good work of
the town’s citizens will always
give servicemen pleasant recollec-
tions of their days here.

A tribute to The Hut in which
he called it an “island of hospi-
tality” was the final statement
made by SL Morley Gain, first
RCAF commanding officer here,
and SL Kerley's predecessor. Nu-
merous graduating classes at the
school, as well as individual air-
men, have also given indication
of their appreciation since the
social centre opened in October.
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CHALI'ERS' TI.A -ALXS AJAY
+ITH LAST L7AGUT TITLE

FO Lou Chalmers led his Jourse 106 athletes to victory in the finnl
class sports league to be held here. ‘theal Trom thc ve:y srarh, the uin-
ners stacked their volleybnall, basketball and bordenbsll skill against
five othe: tcams and camc out on top with an aggresate point scors of 48.

The sports schelule, played in regular 1'[ periods under tihe direct-
ion of S3t. il Jeaver, tutegan at the start of the students' course hero
=nd r=n throusgli the aame timet=ablc twice.

Other team captains werc W0 Jon liorrisor, FO Gibbs, F0 atts, Lt.
treh Russell end F0 Gord Sraddock. Zrnddock's tezn was second, with 36
roints, aud Xorrison's third, with 27 points.

AlL members of the winring team have been presented dollar csnteen
tickets by the Vancouver Lir Training Company, Ltd. On Chalncrs' tean
‘were M0 Croster, LAC's Fairbourn, Gainor, Gerliner, Iratherington and
Fustou. . .
Tuesday, tlc class finished its IT ith the Hnrverd fggp T pt.
B} e T /.y &
ATCH BILLETIIT 50ARD ==
FOR SFORTS SIEETIES

Because the availability next
wcck of a sufficient number of
fostball players is uncertain, no
schedule for games has yet been
drawn nup, but FC Keith Young will
do so iIf by this .veckend it secnms
that thc situation warrants.

Jotites of games Jill be posted
on thc werious bulletin boards
and team captains will be inform~
ed of thc timce and opporents for =
thcir snnmes. et Stay Awake on This close

To datec, rmch intcrest has becn formations Bud |
¢vident ir the lsstbsll tilts on :
the sports licli.
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Five cartoonists have left their
marks on the pages of The
Breeze during its life—Cpl. Ray
Cornock, LAC Pete Seabourne,
Ernie Poignant, LAC Doug Sud-
bury and LAC Joe Tyrell. With
the exception of Cornock, who
was jack-of-all-trades for this
newspaper when it first started

F’O poN MLEQD
~NOT IN PRIN
BUT SINGING]

No.24 EFTS

Personalities'

PH.Semoupne RAF

all are represented in the choice
humor on the next page.
Perhaps the wities of the quin-
tette was Seabourne. He was cer-
tainly the most prolific. During

his stay here as a student pilot,
he produced scores of knockout
cartoons, including the sketches

¥jo TOMNY REEVES

of station personalities reproduc-
ed above.

Cornock believed in the slap-
stick, Seabourne in drollery,
Poignant in the grimmer side,
Sudbury in the ridiculous and
Tyrell in the pun. But all suc-
ceeded in making No. 24 EFTS
laugh its troubles away,
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'CANAIPK‘E‘ BEST EFTS’ COMPLETES ITS TASK—OGontinued from Page Three

can. rémember with pride that
the .school’ they had here and
helped to 'staff was great, really
great. . i

Its beautiful setting was such
that @ became enviously known
as :the “country club” to dusty
prairie statiofs.

Added to its natural favor was

a plant the like of whi¢h no other
EFTS was privileged to use. A
huge flying field offered paved
runways scarcely excelled in the
world. The best of buildings and
equipment are there.

Its policy was progressive. It
had a school council, a govern-
ing body composed of all depart-

ment heads; it had its weekly
newspaper; it had a huge recrea-
tion centre, “Town Hall.”

Furnishing the impetus as the
poard of directors of the operat-
Ing company was a group head-
ed by Major Austin C. Taylor as
president, with W. G. Macken-

Continued on Page 12

Male Call

& WHATS

[, MISS LACE | 4F ON THE STRING.. . WHY AIN'T THAT
¥ DANCIN’ WITH | WHERE ELSE DOES SHE \§il JOADIE IN UNIFORM?
{ A CLINKIN’ { GET ALL THEM CLOTHESS)j; LOOKS

1 cIVILIAN] .’ry

NN

B Copynght 1944 y
i

Y I ALwAYS THOUGHT %
i THIS HERETY | SHE HAD SOME RICH  j§

HE

» g
"

YEAH... AN’ COME
&> TO THINK OF IT,

YOU SAID IT...
THEY'RE
COMIN’ OFF
THE FLOOR
-WATCH ME
NEEDLE HIM.'

HEALTHY

T Khiva eisels
. HOW's THINGS
IN ESSENTIAL

|
i

" OH- THERE You
ARE! 1 GOT SORTA
PANICKY FOR A
MINUTE!.. DIDN'T
_ GOMEONE SAY

OMETHIN@ T MET

Foleie

YES, GENERAL,

IT's A G.I.ALSO

BACK FROM THE
SOUTH PACIFIC TG
HE WANTS TO i
SHAKE YOUR HAND! A5
}" i-?"'.-'l (’

DO A
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General Salute ??

The Governor-General and Party Visiting No. 24 EFTS Recently

FINAL GRADUATION
DAY BEFORE FLYING
GEASES AT 24 EFTS

A graduation banquet will be
the occasion Thursday night, July
13, for the presentation of token
EFTS wings and honor awards
to the final graduating class at
the local flying school. it is an-
nounced by SL G. E. Kerley,
RCAF commanding officer.

Replacing the customary grad-
uation parade on the tarmac, the
event will be attended by invita-
tion of the graduates only.

Includes 10 Officers

A class smoker will be held
following the banquet, according
to present student plans now be-
ing made by a special committee.

The class, 16th to graduate
from No. 24 EFTS, includes 10
officers remustered from other
trades for pilot training. Among
them is Lieut. Arch. Russell, army
ordnance corps officer.

NEWS EXCHANGE PLARN
FOR ‘NEWS’, ‘BREEZE’
FINISHED THIS WEEK

An exchange agreement in
force since the first of the year
between the A. S. & M. News,
Abbotsford, and The Breeze, No.
24 EFTS station weekly news-
paper, terminates today with the
cessation of publication of the
latter periodical.

On behalf of The Breeze and
the personnel of the flying es-
tablishment, Editor Frank Mar-
tineau pays tribute to The News
for its whole-hearted co-opera-
tion in making possible a more
attractive station paper ahd ma'k%-
ing available the news of Ab-
botsford events of interest to staff
and students at the airport.

Under the agreement, The
Breeze furnished station news of
general interest to The News, in
return for which The News
printed portions of the unit
weekly editions. In the past few
months, with the addition of
Camp Newspaper Service mater-
ial to The Breeze, The News also
assisted by preparing this re-
stricted matter for use in the
slation paper. .




—THE BREEZE—

Friday, July 7, 1944

' EFTS" COMPLETES ITS TASK-—Continued from Page Ten

nt and Honor-
e Wendell B.
prule and the
ors. S. Brooks
r in the early
ny.

school, follow-
Leslie J. Mar-
organizer and
s Stewart Mec-
ast war pilot
he Prince Al-
Working with
ncluding C. J.
lanager and a
n orchardman,
retary-treasur-

er, and Hugh Barclay, chief
ground instructor. Many others,
too, had been with the firm since
its hectic 1940 days.

On the service side of the ros-
ter were Squadron Leader Gil-
bert E. Kerley, chief flying in-
structor and RCAF commanding
officer, who replaced SL Morley
Gain, the first CFI at the local
flying centre; FL Leonard S.
Milne, his assistant and one ol
the original Sea Island flying in-
structors; FL S. A. Newcombe
~ho was an orderly room corp-
iral at Sea Island and worked up
through the ranks to become Ab-

botsford’s adjutant, and a host
of others.

Civilians employed by the
operating company and RCAF
personnel of the flying wing
worked harmoniously and effi-
ciently together to produce re-
sults acclaimed across the na-
tion.

And now they all go on to
other things, for Ottawa has de-
creed a change. It means that
our “Battle of Training” has been
won and this community has
helped mightily in the victory.

. V. Heakes, CB, left, chats with Air Vice Marshal L. F. Stevenson, CB, whose post
nanding Western Air Command, he assumed recently, AVM Stevenson is in Ottawa.

.

e .
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