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Heavy Planes to Re lace
Flying School August 28

Spocul to tho A. 8. & M News

No. 24 EFTS, Abbotsford will close as an Elementary
_Flying Training Schoel on August 15 and reopen again
“August 28 as an Operational Training Unit with a very
large number of heavy planes, it is revealed by George A.
Cruickshank, MP, Fraser Valley, now at Ottawa. Author-
ized by Hon. C. G. Power, Minister for Air, it clarifies a
statement published last week in Vancouver newspapers
which said merely that the school will be discontinued
but the station will continue to operate under the RCAF.

Personnel of the civilian com-e
pany are being placed as quickly
as . possiblé in other positions,
school officials said, and attempts
are being made to have the in-
coming unit employ all ground
employees now working at the
airport,

While construction went on, the
EFTS company and RCAF offic-
ials moved into the school in Au-
gust a year ago and proceeded to
set up the machinery to create
pilots.

. First 'students arrived for
training early in September,
and with them arrived flying
instructors from nearly all the '
other elementary schools. in
Canada, as well as other RCAF
personnel.

‘A constant influx of civilian
employees added too to the con-
stantly expanding school. Closing
of the Caron school late last year
brought a new wave of company

workers here and the organiza-.

tion was complete.
Few major changes were made

--in personnel, other than the re-

tention of Mr. McKercher as
manager on the death of Mr.
Martin, and in the April posi-
ing here of Sqtiadron Leader G.

r

E. Kerley to take as RCAF com-
manding officer from Squadron
Leader Morley Gain.

Success of the local school in
its homefront ‘“battle of training”
was evident, for admittedly sat-
isfactory pilots were being turn-
ed out at a steady rate with phe-
nomenally few accidents,

Appearance of the station im-
proved constantly over the ten
months of operation, as construc-
tion ‘finished and contractors re-
moved their impedimentia,. Land-
scaping progressed and comments
at the time of the Governor-Gen-
eral’s recent visit rated No. 24
EFTS as ‘“the neatest RCAF sta-
tion” ever visited by a prominent
member of the vice-regal party.

Known throughout the nation
as one of the finest of flying
schools, the local establishment
was envied for its remarkable
plant, its scenic location (one in-
structor poetically said “nestled
at the foot of Mount Baker”) and
its British Columbia weather.

A progressive atmosphere sur-
rounded all activities on the
station and a repuation for this
attitude attuchod itself to the
school.

GOHHISSIMS WON
BY EFTS INSTRUCTORS

Commissions were awarded this
week to two veteran flying in-
structors at No. 24 EFTS—War-
rant Officers E. N. Gilcher and
A. O, Puttonen,

PO Nick Gilcher came to the
flying school here as a WO2, but
shortly thereafter learned of his
advance to WOIl. An American,
he is a State of Washmgton na-
tive and a fisherman in cwxhan
life.

PO Alan Puttonen, formerly of
High River, Alberta, EFTS, had
been a WO2 for his entire ten-
ure here. A physical training in-
structor before the war, he en-
listed and became an RCAF dis-
ciplinarian before remustering to
aircrew and pilot training. He
and Mrs, Puttonen make their
home at the Bennett residence
in Abbotsford.

Promotions to the rank of
flight sergeant were won this
week by two sergeant pilots who
are flying instructors at No. 24
EFTS—Sergeants R. N. Welsh and
E. W. Walker,

SHOWER FOR
MISS HAY

Members of the Abbotsford
girls softball team surprised Miss
Violet Hay on Thursday evening
with a miscellaneous shower.

Miss Hay is to be married on

Saturday, July 1 to FO Wayne
T. Merrick, DFC, DFM, at Mac-
leod, Alberta.
. About 20 guests were present
and they spent a social evening.
Many lovely gifts were presented
to the bride-elect in a model air-
plane -
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Offensive Action Can Be Launched
Against Our €nemy To The West

Air Vice Marshal F. V. Heakes, CB, has been appointed Air
Officer Commanding Western Air Command, succeeding Air Vice
Marshal L. F. Stevenson, CB, it \is announced from RCAF head-

headquarters for special duties.
Air Vice Marshal Heakes has

been in command of the RCAF

in Newfoundland since Decem-

 ber, 1942, a period which includ-

ed the series of intense anti-sub-,

marine operations in the North
Atlantic — operations which, _he
says, have “happily been satis-

factory resolved.”

AVM Heakes visited No. 24
EFTS for a short time on Sun-
day, during the course of a tour
to become acquainted with the
various stations in his com-
mand. He was accompanied by
several staff officers and direc-
tors of the Vancouver Air

Training Co. Lid., operators of

th. schpol.
The new air officer command-

ing was born in Toronto 50 years:

ago, and studied medicine at Vic-
toria College, University of Tor-
onto, but left to enlist with the

'Canadian Expeditionary Force be-

fore he completed his course. He
went overseas with the CEF and
transferred in 1917 to the RFC

- After demobilization he joined

the permanent air force in Can-
ada in 1923, and has served con-
tinuously ever Isince.

Questioned as to the relative
quietness of the West Coast, he
stated: “This is as it should be,
and is a_true index of the suc-

.cess ‘of Jﬁl_ied arms in the Cen-

tral and South West Pacific and
a tribute to West Coast planning
and develdpment. Now it can

never be said, as it was said so|

often in early phases of the war
in the Pacific, “too late and too
few.” Now we have splendid fa-
cilities for defence.

“But the important thing to

. remember is that in accordance

with accepted strategy, the. posi-
tion on the west has been held

- quarters at Ottawa. AVM Stevenson has been called to air force

while the position of ligquidating
the Italians and Germans is pro-
ceeding "apace.

The significance of our pres-
ent situation is that we not
only have the means of de-
fence, but a series of chains of
bases from and through which
major ' offensive action can be
launched against our enemy to
th west, should the dictates of
sirategy so require. -
“Even as our attention is now

~ Showing at Abbotsford Theatre
June 23 & 24, “What a Woman”.
June 26 & 27, “In Our Time".
June 28 & 29, Naughty Marietta”
June 30 & July 1, “Higher and
Higher, » -

directed towards France and It-
aly and to the developing offen-
sive of the Russians, so do our
eyes watch the clock which these
events hasten towards the devel-
opment and culmination of war
against the Japanese.

“In the meantime to accomplish
this purpose and to fulfil the im-
portant role of defence, the Air
Force will range far afield over
the Western ocean as outer guar-
dians of our West Coast and in
preparation for the day their ac-
tivities may take them over the
Eastern waters of Japan.”

Ihe Wolf

by Sanspne

{Mlﬂlhl«m‘h—udmw by Camp Newspaper Service

THANKS TO! . ° <
PVT. HARVEY W, BEACH
v A TALY :
; # "Well—whaddya expect fer two-bits?” o




