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Christmas in the history of No, 31; let us hope that before next
. Christmas we shall publish our final edition with VIC TOR Y
written large across the front page,

During the past year pupils from nearly twenty Free
Nations have carried out their training here and today many of
them are carrying to Hitler, not a Christmas message, but one
which, unfortunately, he is best able to understand,
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This special edition of "The Gremlin" marks the second %
E
%
It is pleasant to be able to record that the relation-
ship between the civilian and Service personnel continues to be
of the happiest, but Ground Engineers must understand that they
will continue to be badgered for aircraft during 1943 exactly as e
- they have been hitherto, (By this time I expect they are used to
it,) For my part I shall be content with 99% serviceability -- I
expect no Department to be perfect,
The past year has been marred by far too many flying
accidents, the vast majority of which were due to deliberate v,
breaches of flying regulations, Even the most dim-witted pupil °
will realize that the orders laid down are for his own safety
and he would be the first to complain if a Ground Engineer
carried out an inspection on an aircraft in the same damn fool
way in which he, the pupil, attempts to fly it, During the past
four months alone six wives or parents have received news of
fatal accidents at this School, all of which ¢ould have been eas~
ily avoided, and that news is hardly likely to add to their gaiety
this Christmas,

To everybody on the Station I wish a Happy Christmas and
b/ & the best of luck during 1943 == may it prove to be the best year
yet for De Winton| == R, E, Watts, Squadron Leader .
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C.F.I, and his i Yl E ﬁ//
favourite pupil, ' %//////,—7:
L.A.C. Clothears, :\ ¥/l % *
wish everybody RSTTI L e AT
° (especially the .
' Calgary Brewery)

A VERY HAPPY XMAS! : ’Vﬁa//?/l\\\%"‘, A
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mith the Yuletide Season again approaching we are
all susceptible to the gaiety and good humour of this festive
period and at the same time unconsciously look back over the
year's vicissitudes, endeavouring to account for the changing
conditions,

One year ago noné of us could have had the slightest
conception of the events which were to change his and her mode
of livingz, For years we had been living a prosdic and unevent-
ful existence, accepting nost things as a matter of course
without any serious thought, when sudden’y at the beginning of
the summer months, because of the strenuous times we are living
s in, we were up-rooted from our natural soil and transplanted

: among people and surroundings quite distinct from our own, g

To adjust oneself to this change of living required
s no end of patience, tolerance and fortitude, and the degree to
o which this has been done, displayed by all, has been nost
o gratifying to those who have been compelled to carry the weight
o of responsibility for the successful operation of No, 31 Ele-
mentary Flying Training School, 'y

The Sperationa at this Unit could never have been

.: achieved had it not been for the loyal co=-operation of all con='
cerned, the Officers and men of His Majesty's Royal Air Force,
o the civilian employees from "estern Canada, and, lastly, our
. original staff who came from lialton and Eastern Canada,

a Merry Christmas, and may the New Year bring happiness and
Victory, whieh can only be attained by contimuous effort in the

coning year,

It is with sincere appreciation that we wish everyone
-= W, M, Alexander, Managing Director

™

Once again Christmas is approaching, bring-
ing with it the desire and the opportunity to
express those thoughts of thankful appreciation
which exist concealed throughout the year,

° It is in this spirit that I wish the office
staff in particular, and the staff generally, A
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year,

-- T, E, Mason, Assistant Secretary
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- somewhere in the grounds, and his small son, aged five years,

' _which will be theirs for life, as well as its crowning happiness,

/
“ywhether at Camp or at home, a very happy Christmas Festival

A, e ssaoe tron
Che Padre..

"THE CHILD OF BLTHLEHELM

A wise man once said that theologians would know more about
God if they played more often with little children, It is true
that, in spite of the natural liritatioms of the early years of
life, there is the spontaneity about the thoughts of childhood
whioh reaches deeper levels than do the arguments of adult logic.
Systematic theology at best, however carefully thought out, can
never be more than a brave attempt:to formulate the fair con-
clusions of the human spirit's own experience of fact, together
with the appreciation of realities beyond the power of language
adequately to describe,

Certain it is that the Child of Bethlehem has opened men's
hearts and minds to a Reality which adult intellect has failed
to fathom, and given to the Christmas Revelation a character and
power unique in human history, It is to the land of liis Birth,
and its Eastern people, with their mystical .insight into the
meaning and the marvel of historical events, that we owe the al-
most childlike happiness which permeates the spirit of our
Christmas hymns and carols,

That is one side of the picture, The other is the child's
reliance in the adult, with his larger practical experience of
1ife, Field iarshall Lord Birdwood in his memoirs recalls an
incident which took place on & certain occasion, during e garden
party at the Vice-Regal lLodge at Simla, A sudden crash occurred

immediately ran up to Lord Kitchener, who was present at the
party, and held his hand, Some years later the Field larshall
asked Kitchener what had been the proudest moment of his life,
Instead of referring to the stirring exploits of his military
career, or to any of the achievements which had brough him fame,
Kitchener replied: "I think, when your little boy ran across
and put his hand in mine with such complete confidence,"

It is not a very far cry, in terms of our common humanity,
from Bethlehem to this modern world; from Joseph and Mary and
Jesus, the Shepherds and the Sages, to the grown-ups and the
children of today. Each has something to give to the other,
still, And still it is not to be wondered at, despite the pass-
ing of the years and centuries, that men and women vhose hands
have felt the responsive touch of the Child of Bethlehem, in the
simple experience of the spirit, Rnow beyond all doubt and with-
out the need of argument, that they have found a comradeship

-3uch an experience could not be far from my mind, nor would
I want it to be, when I wish all the readers of The Gremlin,

i _Season, and a Happy New Year to follow, ™",
< g ‘ . H. de B. ‘-‘-’Em !
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May this Christmas be one of your happiest and may the
New Year bring Helath, Prosperity and Victory, is the
./'sincere wish we extend to our readers, ;

942 it is necessary to recall the situation
at the end of the previdus year, e Gernman hordes had advanced far into

- Russia to be checked at the very gates of Moscow, and while the Russian offen-
sive had achieved some success the situation there was very grave, British
strength was widely dispersed, nowhere sufficient for more than defense, The
losses at sea continued to be heavy, No other free Government was in the
field, The future looked cloudy and uncertain, Then, on December the 7th ;
came the Jap raid on Pearl Harbour, which precipitated the United States into
the Tar ~- not as a half~hearted partner but as a principal, willing and able
to assume leadership, This event did not, of course, inmediately change the
course of the Yar, but it did ensure to the allied Nations ultimate preponder~
ance both in men and materials,

The tine table of the first nonths of 1942 is a tale of one disaater
after another,

Pearl Harbour crippled or destroyed half the battleship strength of the
United States Navy, temporarily knocked out the Pacific Fleet as a striking
force and played even greater havoc with U, 8. Airpower in the Pacific,

By.the end of the year the PRINCE OF TALZS and REPULSE had been sunk,

. erippling British sea power in the Far Fast; Guan, Take and Hong Kong had 2
fallen, and Japanese troops were ashore in Borneo, This was bad, but worse
° was to follow, During January lianila was taken and landings effected in New

Guinea and the Solomons, Then on February 15th came the worst blow of all,

the fall of Singapore, .This fortress port on which huge sums had been expended
was the key to Naval and Comnercial supremacy in the East, yet its landward
defences were weak and the Japs, accomplishing a feat deemed impossible, came
down the Malay Peninsula and walked in the back door. That followed in the
Dutch East Indies was a natural sequel to the fall of Singapore, coupled with
the weakening of British and United States Naval Power,

Japan lost no time in following up her advantage, She took the Andaman’
Islands, protecting her flank at Singapore and giving her a hold in the Indian

Ocean,

Then Corregidor fell on May 6th after a most heroic defence, the last
vestige of Anglo-Anmerican power from the Yellow to the Coral Sea was swept
away, Allied power wes, however, now beginning to rise again, The battle in

: ~ the Coral Sea, fought in the early days of May, gave the Japanese Navy its .
first set-back, In June Midway Island was fought, again with heavy losses to
i the Jap Fleet, In August U; S. Morines landed in the Solomons, establishing E

themselves on Guadalvanal Island' for the first step in the long road to Victory,

Since then, with constantly growing strength the battle has been carried :
L)
i

-to the eneny,

~

4 Very heavy losses were inflicted in Naval actions in the Solomons, in
the air U, S. and Austrelian forces are asserting an’ inecreasing supremacy,
while on land the position of Jap forces in Guadalcanal and New Guinea becomes

. desperate,
- cont'd &
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THE TORID IN REVIE™ -- cont'd

In North Africa, too, the first part of the year held some bitter blows,
culminating in the loss of Tobruk in June and the retirenent of the British
forces to the Alamein line within the borders of Igypt. Rommel's best efforts,
however, could not breach this line behind which the Zighth Army was rein~
forced and refitted while air reinforcenents were poured in in force, There
was a lull in activities for sometime but great events were shaping, At the
end of October General lontgomery launched his offensive, breached the German
lines and quickly threw the Axis forces back to El Agheila, Ondecenber 12th .
this position was attacked in force and within 48 hours abandoned by the
Germans who are now in retreat, Meamwhile, to the Test other action was in
progress, On Novenber 8th the veil of secrecy was torn aside and it was re-
vealed that U, S. and British forces were landing along both thé Mediterranean
and Atlantic Coasts of Prench North Africa, These were joined, after some
little resistance, by the French forces and pushed rapidly East, Today they
stand on the outskirts of Tunis and Bizerte, Axis communication with Tripoli
is almost cut and that Port itself, Rommel's last base in Africa, is threat=
ened. This is not an isolated action, It is the first threat to Hitler's
domination of Burope, and it menaces Italy with a terrible fate, Hitler
recognized the threat when he broke the Arnistice with Vichy France and marched
to the llediterranean in order to be in a better position to counter it, His
endeavour to obtain control of the French Fleet at Toulon led to the scuttling
of that Fleet, thouszh at last reports a considerablc part of it remains in
such condition that it can be refitted for use to the great detriment of the
_reople who paid for it,

In Russia the story is the same, Early in the summer Hitler commenced
an offensive which swept the Gernan armies to the banks of the Volga, to the
mestern Cancasian 0il Fields and to the mouths of the high passes of the
Caucusus, leaving the great Black Sea Port and Naval Base of Sebastopol as one
of his trophies, But on the banks of the Volga he found Stalingrad, Day after
day, week after week, nonth after nonth, this gallant city repulsed every effort
to storm it, Pounded to rubble from air and land it still held out, taking a
tremendous toll from its assailants, Till at last Timoshenko was ready and the.
great counter offensive was launched, Now the picture is reversed, large
hordes of Germans are complétely surrounded in the Don River elbow, many more
have only a narrow line of retreat open to them, while their losses in men and
naterials have been tremendous, That the High Comnand has not ordered a with-
drawal would seem to indicate that this is now beyond their power or that they
have devised a strategy to deal with the Russian encirclement,  They are skill-
ful, tough fighters and it would be nost unwise to underrate them,

\

"In spite of the fact that we have lost access to many essential materials)

control of which has passed to Japan, the outlook at the end of the year was
much better than could have been anticipated at its opening, and we can look for
wari to 1943 with considerable hope and confidence -- always provided we step
up our efforts to meet the increased demands which will be made by offensive
action. If we sit back and think the war is almost won we have already lost it,

The role of prophet, hazardous at any tiue, is doubly so in war, So this
column prefers to guess rather than to prophesy: Ye may then guess from present
indications thet 1943 will see the end of the Axis in North Africa, though this
may take longer than we hoped,

<

Tith the completion of the African canmpaign the Allies will be in a
position to undertake an offensive in Europe, which may well break German power
and. pave the way for her exit in 1944. ;

Japan looks like a tougher problem, If we can hold her till Germaﬂy is
disposed of we can then bring such preponderance of power against her as will
ensure her complete overthrow within neasurable time,

»

A MERRY CHRISTNAS and A HAPPY NEW YEAR
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With the Festive Season here, we ney well indulge in sentinental thought
for all those who are dear to us, nany niles across the other side of the
world, and naybe their hopes and wishes are best expressed by:~

MEVER A DAY".

Never a day goes by, ry dear
But I renenber you.
Ever that thousht is in ny heart
In all I say end G0snsess '
" Never a night without a prayer
That you'll core safely through -
With trials and troubles left behind ‘
And happiness in vier,

Mever a day roes by
Without sorne lovely merory.
. Never a day without a hope
Though wveay nay I beesssse
After this tine of toil and tears
Of parting and of pain,
You will cone back and then please Gocd,
We'll live and love &zain,

|

We hear that the "A®™ Flight Instructors are going to hang up stockings on
Christnas Eve - will Santa answer their pleas?

F/0 Johnston, our noble Flight Corrander, wants the Underground Reilway lail
down fror Calgary to De Winton, and e hundred-weight of Iron-Jelloids - hi
"road nerves" are simply 'orrible lately. i
F/0 Hall wants a course of ferale pupils, and a chance to give ther a check
over at 20 hours ~-- no steep turns, please, }r, Hall,

P/0 Crawford wants e washout every Sunday, to enable him to get home in tire
to hear Jack Benny on the Radio - and a pair of carpet slippers, his boots
are gradually wearing out on the.mantlepiece. !

08 wants to grow another four inches during 1943 - he is tired of
flying with his feet off the rudder bar - and why rust he bump when he
steps off the kerb? :

88 wants a nice electric iron to use on those

on his forehead during the past two wee

deve

worried creases that have
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Sgt, Hersley wants ¢ stone denf Chinese pupil suffering froﬁ lock=jaw, with
4,000 hours and nccding a course of aerobetic instruction. »

Sct, Cevs wants the "dual only" flaz up for the next ten weeks - he is
tired of sitting in the Crew Room while his 'pupes' solo.

Sct, lane wants a box of kippers to rive to Frs, Lane, to prove that his
nicht flyinc excuses are not the only things thet ere fishy,

Sct. Blicht wents to Ynow who it was that told her husband - you gent kid
us thet it was 'frost-bite' Ser-e, we've seen those insurance agents before,

We neerly rentioned F/O Lnowles too = he is so often in our Crew Roor,
that he'!ll soon be an Instructor.

- - o o - o

Tirekcepers: larcaret Johnson Fells 3ertoia

Instructcrs:s F/0 Johnston F/0 Hell
P/0 Crewford P/C Phillips
P/0 Ross Sat. Hensley
Sgt. lane Sgte Blicht

S ELioLl.

One sunny Alberta afternoon, actually it was snowinz "gophers and
coyotes" end so cold that even P/0 Gibson's car was reluctant to use its
sceond gear (but it was a dry cold so thet we old country boys didnt feel
it ruch) - Li%e hell we dicnt..... ;

What was I saying now? Oh yes, one sunny Alberte afternoon when
flyirn was terporarily washed out, a tirmekecper with lots of "oouph", or
as he described it "sex appesl", walked into our lives and inveigled us
into contributins several pages to this truly, rerarlteble issue of "The
Grerlin®, e rust adnit that our first intention (strictly dishonouresble
and quite unsporting) was that our contribution should be a Grerlin to
end all Grerlins, but when we got down to work we realised whatever
contribution we race would have the oppositc cffect and the sales would
Jump to e newr high. (Sorry, wé are out of bouqucts as we need ther for
ourselves). ;

So the very lirited firr of Forgzen, Gibson, Gunton, Gihson, Cogen,
Gibson, 2---, Gibson, }'s-----, Gibson, Thorpson, Gibson, Burrell, Gibson,
Pollard, Gibson,.lzillana, Gibson & Co. pooled their various resources,
or in actuality told Gibson that he would have to work pretty ouickly and
write some snappy verse., iHe jurped irrodiately on to his crutch end set
off in the general direction of the less, where there are sore quite recent
jssues of that farous English journal "Punch". Fe knew thet he could erib
quite freely fron that ermsing weelly without the Cenadians realising
that it was "not 21l our ovn work", ‘ '

In closing, we would like to mention that our sponsors are the makers
of 'Ivory Snow'! =- 8.N.0.W., and if you turn to the left hand botton
corner of the first pece, you can reed the exciting reel 1life story of
Vary lerlyn.

---------- = o o

COURSE 70, As junior rierbers of Ne. 31 "Leazuc of l'ations", '3' Flight
are honoured to contribute to 'The Gremlin' - the best of the species
we've ret so far, ¢ : \

Surprise No. 1t 4 pentlenan rerarked on the good conduct of No, 70
Course and said that he had not heard onme foul word fror them - s'funny,
we hadn't noticed his deafness before,

. . T 5 3 % Ve S < . P
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THE GREULIN,

. Surprise No, 2t Sone of our nunber have already learned- how and when to
"Czech", so s to avoid a bunp. Others may be able to pick up a few tips

fror the Mess Roon assistants - or have they??

Surprise Mo, 33 The only grouse heerd fron aaj of the boys so far, is
fron one who corplains that three-quarters of his name is usually

‘orittec.,

Talking of 'grouse'- who shot the duck on Sundey?

Seriously, e have been greatly impressed by the spirit of
friendly goodwill prevailing here, Let's 2dd to it lads, during our

stay here, Yany of us have thoroughly enjoyed 'Sunday Night at Seven',

sing-songs of popular songs and cercls, We wonder if the nunber of
trebles in any way accounts for the increasing nurmber of base (sorry -
bass) voices,

"IEE FLIGHT".

Flight Cornanders, Instructors and Pupils cone
Ditto, ditto, ditto, go,
But beautifal "B" Flight,
The core=-and-have-tea Flight,
The Flight with the chairs and the sofas,
Inviting all ariable loafers,
The Flight where true art
Plays prorinent part,
Where pictures and paint
L Lend cultured restraint
And take much of the gloom
Fron a poor hanger room ==
An intengihle thing
Whose praises I sing =-
In spite of constantly changing faces
Continues on a comparatively permarient basis,

P.S, "B" Flight
Llso cdefends the right;
It flies more
In order with the utmost despatch
Victoriously to conclude the War,

Nadge Brennan

Timekeeperss largaret Ashnore

Instructors: F/O lorgan P/0 Gunton
P/0 Gibson P/0 Cogan
F/0 2! W/0 Mc '
Sgt. Thompson Sgt. Pollard
Sgt. Englend Sgte Burrell
Sgt, Maitland

Pago 8.

W@

Timekeepers: Grace Doupe Florence Couae
(2: Instructors: F/0 Marriott F/0 Anderson
| : P/0.Greenaway = P/0 Crampton
5 L : P/0 Cole Sgt. Carr
: Sgt. Jamieson Sgt. Willix
Sgt. Loring
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COURSE 70,

This is "D" Flisht, Coursc MNo. 70 cellinr,
honour (1?) to be per"ittec to rake our debut in thia burper issue of
'The Grerlin', ' Do “/inton is the berinning, end pérhaps the end, of
our aspirations to gain the coveted insignia on the left breast (the

flying instructors will no doubt have several other opinions on this
inportant subjoct and who is to say thet thoy will not be justified?)

e esteen it a great

‘ Wie are on the whele delighter‘ to scc once agein an irposing may
of those intrepid birds, the !'oths, differin: only in smell detail from
those with which we cere in contect in the old country, FHow
temperarental thesc sceringly gontle end hermless érectures cen be on
occasion! Did ever woren's foibles make thensclves evident in luch a
short spece of time (kcep that nosec downl!

% Insteal of spending our cvenings polishing our beloved boots as

in deys gone by - and with vhat pride we have gazed inte their ndrrored
surface obtainod after seversl hours intonsive work on & nixture of
dribbling selive and cherry blosson = we now study such interesting
publications as L.P.129, exccpt of course when our concentration is
disturbing by one or other of our linc-shooting nerbers recounting some
personel incident in the hizhly techrical jarcon usec only by air crew
cedets,

% It rust be adrittod that certain events which transpirecd the

other dey after our srrivel causec sore little consternmation in the
Canp, We were intcrested tc learn that it was a ratter of sore
irportance that shoes shoul? be placed parallel to each other at a
certain side of the bed, that sheets, blankets, etc.,, nust be folded and
placed according to a standard layout, This stirred renorics of I.T.W.
and other places where we hove tarried and it was found thet sorme coubt

and ignorance prevailod as te the reason for this. On being assured,

task would otherwise be made ruch casier, the coubting Thoras's were
eventuelly convinced., Uafortunatcly a word of eisht letters comnemeing.
with a 'B' figured rather prorinently in the discussien which followed,
(¥,B. This is no crossvorc puzzle!)

. seerms like & good station and even the rost hardened scrounger (a skiver,
skater, or vhat you will) will adnit thet it foels good Yo get one's
teéth into sormethinz concretc after nonths of fatigues (rer‘erber Ye Olde

. Tynne Roore at l‘oncton, Fo, 4 Squedron Cookhousc? Oh beautiful odourl)

% Hail De Winton - here's nud in your eye}

% Finally it rust be said that we arc very happy at Do Tinton, It
L)
guards, and picket duties endured at disposal centres.

7. WE OF COURSE 67, HLVING THIS WEEK LOST TWO
OF OUR I'EYBERS THROUGF 4 TRI.GIC LCCIDENT, FEEL OUR CNLY
CONTRIBUTION TO THIS NUFBER SHOULD BE TC EXPRESS OUR
FELRTFELT SORROW LND DEEPEST ST PATHY WITH THE RELATIVES
OF LAC WHITE AND LAC PERIRL. WE F'IGHT FENTION THAT LLC
WHITE WAS OUR FLIGFT-LEADER AND WLS I'AINLY RESPONSIBLE
FOR OUR PLST LRTICLES Il 'TIE GRENLIN'.

Timekeeperss

!
1

Eleine Hollis
F/C Grayson
F/0 Dunlop
F/0 Fevoms

v Sgt. Atkinson

Sgt. Kipling
Sgt. Eustace.

Isabel Jolly
P/0 Mechlpine
P/0 Nauger
'.7/0 Forend
Szt. Hickson
Sgt. Power

-

-l

however, by sore of our nerc learned friends, that the housepeinter's %
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‘the instructor says, "As soon as it's gassed up, go up for an hour and really
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THE BEST SEASONS WISHES
WE 76 YU

J. W, S, FERGUSON

T i i

GKounio SCHooL.)

FltoLto Henri Vore= ¢

Flt.Sgt. Toodcock '
G Sgt. lMaddox

A :

—
L

: iy Cpl, Hayvworth
PaLe {5 ER Bar ‘uql‘mﬁ"..ﬁ.l.lsh( J. D. Burrell
wny {4t 40 F. A, Ingran

G, Payne
E. Rodrigues
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We trust that you kind people who are unfortunate emough to read this
section of "The Gremlin" will not have too many uncharitable thoughts of what
the poor students have to go through-in Ground School. After all, who cdn blame
anyone who would rather have good old Bass' than Alberta Ale, even though it is
a long jaunt from the "Paralyzer" Bar to any good Pig and Thistle, where Bass is
obtainable, So we who are responsible for the ground training are only doing the
boys a good turn by giving such practical navigation problems that should end in
such a satisfactory manner, The lads who fly aeroplanes must be tough, Nost
people who do not fly think that flying is nothing but a lot of fun, but actually
it is just another job, Ask anyone who, having twenty-five or thirty hours solo
and dual, and who naturally thinks he is just about it, is taken by his instructor
for an hour and a half dual or so, only to find that before he has nicely become
airborne, numerous Gremlins, of whom his instructor is blissfully unaware, are
making their presence known as they never did when he was last solo. Poor, unfor-
tunate chap] His instructor thinks that he is responeible for all the behaviour
of the aeroplane and is not at all backward &dbout telling him so, Finally, after
much gruelling work, it is time to come back to the field. O Happy Day! Now for
a nice long rest, so we won't have to sit on this parachute any more, It sure
isn't as soft as it might be and it certainly was not designed for a cushion,
Back on the ground again, taxi into position and just as the engine is shut off,

practice all those things you couldn't do."

Anyone can see that with parachutes as they are, one really has to be
tough to fly aeroplanes, especially when some of the operational flights take may-
be twelve hours == and so, as indicated in the drawing above, we of the Ground
School have our own method of helping in this toughening process for the poor un-

*
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GROUND SCHOOL (Con't) .
DEARLY BELOVED (?)

by A. Nony Mouse F.0.B., P.D.Q., S.0.S., etg. (Oxoy)
"A Short Atcount of How it is I'ot Done."

"'e were smoking: smoking in the halls, in the class-room and generally
doing what should not have been done as laid down in G,I.S. Orders for Pupils,

From down the halls came the heavy footsteps of our dearly beloved(?)
Airmanship Instructor, "68 Course - in Room No, 3." T"'e soon snuffed our
cigarettes out, using the pistons of the Gipsy instrugtional engine as ash
trays, and as the door slammed shut, order once more reigned

"All right now, pay attention to .roll call,"

"Andrews" - reply - "Sir,"

"?/S Barlow." No reply,

"Flight Sergeant Barlow here?" came the repeat,

"Oh excuse please, Sir, here I am," :

"In future F/S Cousens, let your pal sleep peacefully. I don't want
to disturb anyone," the instructor reproached, :

- "Yes, Sir," replied Cousens,

"LAC Cronshaw," Reply - "He's on dental, Sir,"

"Day" was the next one, "Sir," ‘came reply,

"Garner" was the call, "He's at the !fedical Officer," and so on,

Not trusting us to answer only for ourselves, the instructor with
the glasses counted faces, Knowing that none of us was exactly what you
would call two-faced he seemed perplexed somewhat when there were two more
heads than names replied to, However, he let that one go and commenced to
lecture,

"To-day, we are going to enter our discussion of engines, the remain-
ing part of our Airmanship Course, To those of you who have not had any pre=
vious work on this theré& must be the closest of co-operation, "As you know,
the aero-engine operates on a mixture of petrol and air, of course I might
call it gasoline at times,"

"The mixture is gasoline, Sir?" came an interruption,

"o, of course not," was the reply., "Petrol is gasoline,"

"0h, I see, Sir, but I thought that petrol was an abrewiation of
petroleum" the antagonizer continued.

"They are one and the same", replied the instructor., "Gasoline is
the American term applied to the liquid you know as petrol,"

"Oh, I see," continued the pupe, "Are you American?"

"No, and that is beside the point," returned the exasperated instr-
uctor, "low to continue, The petrol in the mixture burns, and its heat of
combustion expands the air in the cylinder, Here is a cylinder," he said,
holding by the rocker arms one of the dilapidated pots, When it was in mid-
air the head parted company with the barrel and the latter rolled in under
a nearby table, This was ignored,

"Here is a piston," he continued, "You will notice that it is
hollow," 'ith that he turned it upside down, Evidently he had used a
different piston on previous initial lectures., This one happened to be full
of ashes, and cigarette ends., Placing it at arm's length he endeavoured
to continue the exolanatlon of the merits of this ingenious piece of archaic
engineering, However, something happened., IHis eyebrows lifted, glasses
dropped to the end of his nose, and faint convulsions wracked his slender
frame, As the arm was lowered there came & shout, ""ho has been using
this as an ash-tray?" MNo reply was exactly called for. Ilost of the ensuing
ten minutes was used up in attempts to remove the still glowing fag from
his tunic sleeve., (Maybe this is why he is so much against smoking in
classrooms, ) o A :

e settled down once more, and as the next thought for the lecture
was .about planned, faint "dit-dit-dahs" were heard from the hallway, com-
bined with a series of "multiple drifts and wind lanes" as the other
instructors continued their classes, to say nil of a series of unknown
-phrases as the Czechs received instruction in their own tongue, .

i
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GROUND SCHOOL (Con't)
'& | . LA DANSE - JITTERBUG
: .

Mess, your attention could not helv but be attracted by the sirange nolses
emulating from within., Had your curiousity been aroused you would have, on
investigating, seen the strangest sight ever seen in a fergeents’ MNess.
Lot us describe the scene as it would.appear in a split second. Oh yes,
.. one thing more, before I start — I shall not use the names of the parties
concerned but I’ can say this, that two were R.A.F. Ground Instructore,
another a civilian Ground Instructor who dces not teach Alrmanehip or
Signals, two Maintenance Men of diminutive stature, the civilian paymaster
‘and the chief painter.

P.S. The bar was closed by this time.

'% On a quiet evening last week, if you had hanvened by the Sergeants!

With a rising crescendo, the music (?) dlared forth from an alrsady
?lowing radio and the glow was reflected from the faces of Number One Dim
Diminutive Maintenance Man) and the paymaster who were practicing a new
step. No. One Dim approached the P.M. (Paypaster), his feet beating a rapid
.. tatoo on the floor, body undulating to the rythm of the music, and with a
very determined expression on his face, grasped his partner by the Land and
dexterously executed several steps in which the feet went into om direction
while the person went another. The pace began to quicken. Hips were swung
with careless abandon - toes and heels came above knee level as casily as in
a ballet - weaving in and out of an inpenetrable mesh the two figures
cavorted wildly in an ever gathering fever. With a crash the music fell
* silent - the two were caught in :iif-air and with nc music to gulde tham one
miscued - inevitably gravity set in and ' th horror they found themselves
descending rapiély to the floor. The No, One Dim (Having practiced dlving
as a child) executed a full twist and a summersault and landed on his feet.
The P.M., less fortunate than his partner (having renounced everything to
do with water since coming west) landed in the form of an inverted 'V,
tooth and toe foremost. ‘

‘ There was wil?l pplause from the spectators who by now had begun to
warm up to proceedings. Suddenly the band (which should have been exhausted)

started up again and this time we were surprised to see two couples take to
the floor. No. 2 %'~ and the C.P. formed the second couples It was a wizard
sight, those four forms hurtling rythemically about the room. All went well
until, in the haze and heat .of battle the C.P. reached for’ and got the wrong

. ‘hend and gavo a mighty pull. A shrick rent the air and sli’ing along the
floor, belly down - feet high ~ nost forcmost, in the direction of a uable
(which still had an hours supply on the top thereof) came the dismayed No.
One Dim. A well placed foot prevented the impending disaster although we
think No. One Dim would have preferred the li-.-ier., The three other partners
unable to stop, formed a ring about the unfortunate No. One Dim, dancing and
snaping their fingers, exhorted him to get up. In a dazed end vawilling
condition he did and was snapped back into the mele again. Once more the
music stopped.

There was a lull in which we refreshed ourselves and disrusaed the
finer points of Jitterbugging, then, being of a bolder nature we decided to
' give it a go. 4n R.A.F, S.A.I. was our partner. Neither of us had previous
experience but were willing. The music started and we ventured forth, Of
the first five minutes I recall little but could feel black and blue spots
growing on various parts of my anatomy. From “the look on my partner!s face
I know that he too was in agony. When he came near enough we gasped =& vlan
to get even with our tormentors. Unable to speak he nodded asgent. Pain-
fully we watched our chance, It came — while our erstwhile compedisors
were doing a "double half Nelson and a flick roll in a zoot guitt” we hit
- them full broadside, Our partner catching his breaxh breathed out - "I

guess we won because we're still on our feet."

Thus was our first venture into
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Cpl, L, Ingham

BEHIND THE SCENES , y

v §
"Oh, ah- er- Number, please ===== I'm sorry, but I can'é d
seen to waken them, Shall I try again? Just a moment, they
seem to be moving now. One moment, please ===== - @
AT “"Guard House."
! "I just got & letter from my girl, and she asked me if I

x ‘had received the parcel she sent me," Tzl

4 "Just a minute, you want the Mail Man., 1I'll get him," ‘ i

"Did you get your number?"
"Yes, I'm just waiting for the Mail man,"

"Mail Man here."
"I just got a letter from my girl, and she told me that
she sent me a parcel last week, and I haven't received it yet " K\

-

""What's your name and I'll see if it's here," s
"I, R, Thursty." .
® & 0 o 2 0 0 0 9 o s 0 0 0 Wb e A
"No, there is no parcel here for you now, Any idea what :
was in it?" \_/
"Half a dozen pinte of Molson's",
"Haven't seen it yet, but I'll sure be on the look-opt

for it." : =
"I was afraid of that," : : 6 O
"Goodbye," : _ %

"Goodbye."
B '.'0;1e.o£‘ ;.he iaas.e;cpec;iz.xg.some Eastern beer for
hristmas,”
"Oh? Just a minute till I let that car out.
“Whaf.; v‘wa; ';,hat.al.)out.Eest.;e;'n beer?"
"One of the lads expecting some for Christmas, He'll
be lucky to have any if I find it first," g
"You should know, you get the mail first, but save le a pint.,"

%




Con~ratulstions to thc Grerlin Staff on producing such an éxnellent |
nurher = we hope,!

We would like to talc this oprortunity of wishin~ cll the rersonnel
¢ lerry Christnes and o Ueppy Yew Yeer, and the very, very best of Health,

For thc bemcfit of those poople vho get checsed off, brownec off,
fed up ond far fror hone, Do Jinton blucs, of the I'endey norninz hang-over,
we have erccted a I'otise 3Joard at thc font of the Sick 3ay as to trectnont
tires, £nd if therc arc folks who connot reed and those vhe go ercund with
their eyes closod = in the werds of the prophet = "Theyvic had itl*

Pk IAaten | senenekene F/Lt. Lynch
Sgt. Portass L.A.C, Monk
Cpl, Ferguson L.A.C, leClligott
Frank is cuit a winsonre lad :
Lné Whiskey is his Godless, s

3ut when it corc to conguests rade,
He reelly is quitc rocest,

He moes out early cvery nicht

Its late whcn he concs in,

But still hc never scers to'do

Ls well as Errol Flynnl

L.A.C. Hernon L.A.C, Teller

CCRY Qi TEE CC3.

TWhy do all the cirls fall for i'ac?
Its just a case of what hes lcElli-jott,

'ow Curly is & dccent chap
But -sore thin® he's a-beuncer,
Sorc *irls find, teo thcir delicht
Yet's quite a 7ecod elle-rouncer,
They eomié in to the I'espiteal
To rerecy their ills,

- 4nd soretines find the treatrent
Doesn't always run to pills,

AL1f TWeller is the Orderly
Tho was always lots of fun
But elas he lost hhs heert
To o ~irl in Séronton,
™welve norce deys of 1ife has he
Before he tics the knot

7e often stop and tronder
TWhat it is he's really aot,
When he gets his bride-to-be
Llthouzh ke'll ncver tell

We hope he'll be surprised to
That she can cook as well.
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» THE LINK ol
Sgt.S,licKee -
me wonder if ell who read this page have had the pleasure of ; ol

flying, or we should say, doing sone synthetic flying in that 7 g
eeeee scanve s Link. The old saying, "Dat ol! \ Y < Sgt.D.Rng

bird will get you if you don't watch out" really does "~ -~ \\“

apply here, or at least, it certainly zot our friend and previous \ :
student, "Beans" Stoopenwhistle, :

"Beans" had been havinz a great deal of trouble doing //”f_‘-xtt‘\\\
the right thing the right anount at the richt time in order /[ \§§ S
to make the Link Bird behave, and was greatly worried about ™
it, In fact, he even lay awake at nights, trying to figure \ Sgt. B.Spencer
out why he should be treated so. Finally he feels that he
has found the right solution, so he can hardly wait until his\52>~<:—*‘”
next appointrent, in order to try out these nev ideas, e i D

The fateful day finally arrives, and "Beans" comes rushing
up from the hangar, ready for anything, At the door he changes :
his shoes, and goes to the Link for wvhich he had the appointmenti___ __
The other poor martyr is just stepping down, covered with perspir- >

.

ation, and "Beans" loses no time in taking the place just vacated,. -
He puts down the hood, and immediatcly his Instructor's voice e
comes through the phones, He does as the voice bids, and the E ey

{

- Link doesn't act up at all, but the pointers on the instrunents
g0 to the exact spot to which they should, and suprisincly, stay . "Ng#

there. "Ah", says "Beans", "I've sure got her taped now," { ) )
de does such a zood job, in fact, that after about twenty 1\ { 3
ninutes of instruction, his Instructor tells hin to do whatever ke
he would like for awhile, : %
"Now's my chance to try a loop", thinks "Beans", so he A
imnediately proceeds to go through the movenents which he would e s
use in an aeroplane, Everything went fine until he noved the cor= \\-\
trol column backwards, and thén there vas quite a ripping sound, 2
and he almost innediately felt a slight jar as if someone had S

touched the wing of the Trainer as he walked past, At the same time .
"Beans" eye touched the altimeter on its trip around the cockpit =
and he observed with surprise that the reading here was now 5500 I
feet, and he had only been at 1000 a few noments before; also, the;
air seemed to be a lot col ler than it had been, The loop should . -
have been completed by this time but even after the lévelling out -~
and air speed at normal, the altimeter still kept going up and the‘&m”j’
air kept becoming colder, ‘After a few minutes "Beans" was quite e
cold, so he lifted the hood to see if perchance the lAir Conditioning\\
unit in the Link roon had suddenly. come to life after all this time ™.
Imagine his surprise when he found -hinself in the nidst of /)
a large formation of Fortresses, and keeping station as well as /
the rest of them, The lads in the American aircraft did not seem ;
to be surprised to see hin, but "Bean" was so surprised he did a
roll, forgetting, of course, that the Link has no safety harness,
; He seems to fall for ages but, as all things must come to
an end,he eventually crashes to the ground, "At least", thought he

————

- - _.‘,_~',,/'~A - g “ /
WIRE Yok FEETS Gl

as he climbed back in bed, "It's & good job . /
‘ #%:, %

I don't sleep in the top bunk,"
é"f”h.

Bill Perkins . Leon Ratner

A R R T BB
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Then we started for the west

Theard Hospit:lity was at it'!s'bestj’,

But now I've been here a month or so

I'11 tell to you my tale of woe:

Upon the street one sunny (?) day

My car they threatened to towe away,

I didn't have my Alberta plates,

Yet you can drive all year in other states,
On a bright and wintery morn, \

A party of hunters there 'ms borne

And all De Winton they did snear

As we set out to shoot some (b) deer;
' Over the roads all snow and ice

We fought our way to the jaws of vice;

Over the hills all day we toiled

To find at night we had been foiled,

‘For waiting at the car for us

Was the R.C.M.P. bus;

The burning tonic of the conversation

Was that we were hunting on a reservation;
He said, I'll teke your suns away",

And to come and sees him on Monday;

So we all started to reise a fuss,

'Cause none of the guns belonged to ms;

Now if ‘they happen to confiscate

You'll find us headed for another state,
Then up to the station we all did march, :
Our tongues hanging out and our throats all parched;
Then into the office so cold and bare

To see a bleak Officer sitting there;

He fixed us with a baleful glance,

If you ask me, he had ants in his pants]
Standing there in the office there wasn't a lad
But was feeling blue and mighty sad,

Till the HMountie said," The Indian Agent and I agree
That for this time only you'll all/go free,"
Now sadder and wiser back home we'll go;

The laws of thig Province we'll never know}

- e
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DEAR SANTA Z:i

Please bring us Hlanes with engines new,
Now don't be stingy bring quite a few=e--=
Of wrecks like ours we've had our fill,
Put nice new Fairchilds on our bill;
Bring lots of parts for when these break---
And don't leave them at storee, for heavens
Ve know you're tired,you've done a lot (sakel
But our present planea have to potj ‘'
Bring plenty of 'tacks! and propellors too,
And a big pile of tail-wheels nice and new;
To make one plane fly we must rob another,
So if you can't come please send your brother,

.
(AREES

5) PSS
5

/g

MY CHRISTIAS CARD

» Just a few lines to tell you,

That bad business has taken away

The things that I've always needed,

My Auto, my Horse and my Sleigh;

Now I'm riding around on a donkey,

Het's tattered, he's weary, he's slow,

So you'!ll know if you miss me at
Christmas, .

I'm out on my Ass in the snow,

FROI THE ENGINEERS .

The Seasons Greetings to one and all
The fat,the big,the slim, the tall,
The young,the old, the infants too,
The boys who on the line are bluy,

(cold mornings)
‘The Mechs, who work so-hard and long,
And do their work with lusty song,
Beleibe us boys, and this is true,
We wish the very best for youl

FROM BOYS.

Now to all our Engineers,

We really think that they are dears(?),
They rule us with an iron hand,

And make us work to beat the band;

-But in spite of all you make us do,

We send our best regards to you,

We hope that Christmas brings good cheer,
And also Cornells for the New Yoar,
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NTS FOR_WINTER DRIVING IN T '\v'ﬂ\ll\ﬁ R;,\kﬁl./_ {“;ﬁ'
o o 1, Several ways of starting a car on a cold ddy: : i " o
: (a) Stand in the house and send your wife for it, ;

(b) If it won't turn over, build a fire under it -- the explosion willfo 1t¥)

(¢) Drain the oil -- it will likely be too thick to lubricate anyway,

2., (a) 'hen it starts, step on the gas =- this compensates for the drained oil,

(b) Drive in the deepest ruts =- it eliminates the trouble of steering,

S o (¢) When you meet someone else driving in your ruts, step on the gas == thise
e should scare him enough to pick ruts of his own,

(d) Then approaching icy corners, first step on the gas, next step on the E
brakes, You'll then be heading up the cross street without knowing how
you got there, saving time, worry and gas.

(e) In Calgary make sure you get to the centre of the intersection first,

~ for if there is a collision you have won the law suit, .
3. Night driving: . 5

(a) Always drive with your brightest test lights on 4nd in the middle of the¥y
street, When you see a SLOW sign reduce speed from 40 m.p,h, to 38 m.p.

, For a STOP sign, ignore it =-- everyonc else does,

(b) If your lights fail, don't worry == you'll be able to see.the other cars
if they have their lights on, . ’ 4/ 4

L. (a) Refore learning to drive a station wagon or a truck, take a course in .
inverted flying, because sooner or later you'!ll be upside down in the

,&' > C. B, Joule '
2 ~ C, E, Johnston : }
L3

gutter -- it's the custonm in this country.
(b) Never carry trouble flares for flat tires -- if they're that type they
should carry their own, -
Yhen stalled: ; = .
2&% On the ice, get out and curse a bit -- it will melt, .
b) On a s%ee road with a blondg -- forget about the car being stzlled,
3 ’ [ 9

W, M., McDowell
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FRoM THE

MESSING & CANTEEN STAFFS

That you will have a glorious time this Yuletide Season through
With all the best this coming year is our big wish for you.
We know you sometimes wonder why with eggs we're not more free.
o
L
0%

Please be a little patient if we stress ECONOMY

And if perchance there's too much stew or not enough mince pie,
It's not because we wished it thus, to SAVE food we must try.
Canned fruits are scarce; they need the tin for tools of VICTORY.
Some days'we can't get all we want of Bacon, Sugar Tea.

God knows we get no pleasure if the Butter ration's small,
Believe me when we tell you we're for you - one and all.
And though at times you "cuss" us, we like to see you round.

L)
We know you're just as fine a crowd as enywhere is found. %
L)

%
o
v% And so the "ruddy" Messing Staff,
The Canteen lads and lasses
& Ext'end their cordial greetings
To Civilians, Staff, and Classes.
: From every single one of us
% In Canteens, Bar, and Mess,
The cooks and all their helpers,
" The Waitresses no less.
The Guardian of the Ration Stores,
': The Bake'ress and the Butch,
And Evelyn and Maddlyn,
' And Greetings too - from "Hutch".
&-
L)

‘@Aanam@vamawau&waaﬁ?amﬁwaaww@

Ruth Anderson Anne Fritg Loretta Nugent

Arthur Barnes Amealia Galen E. Ode o
Leroy Barrows Bertha Goetz Cecelia O'Neill e
Olga Bassett Harry Harmsworth Gloria Pederson

Delphy Bechtdld Hilda Higginbottom David Richardson o
Lillian Brown ; Marie Hjortsonn Evelyn Roberts

Rose Buck Charles Hornby Harry Roberts

George Caribitson Harry Hutehoroft Helen May Roberts -

Barbara Carothers Vera Hutton Francis Southwood

Margaret Carroll Wa. Jones Maddlyn Sutherland

Cy Cartwright Lenora Kehn Wm. Tasker o
Mary Chlovechok Ruth Kerr Albert Taylor ®.
George Collins A. Kingston Irene Tetzlaff

Dorothy Cook Stewart Knight, Rose Tetzlaff Y
Sarah Cussins Lillian Krossinger David Thompson

Wm. Cuthbert Mirias Lauttamus Helen Towes

Hilda Drage Bonnie Light Wm. Walker

Mary Drefs Isabel MoCrindle Charles Ward

Anne Everson Doris Miller Millicent Zang

Ted Paulkner LaVonne Morgan
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! coirbined with the

- This paraliscs the ran,

942
ZRIRIE BN

vtn lifc.

B ]

* (But how wntruc 7ith apolo~ics to 'Punch!)

Lny sirilarity to any charactcrs either alive or dead is purcly end entirely
Ceineicental, anc the publishers cennot bc held responsible,

SCEXE:s The secnc is thc usurl sunptucms and sybaritic den of the CQTLNDING
OFFICER, hurourously lebellcd by e benevolent Torks and Bricks plen as "C,Ots
CFFICE", :

" TILEt Tke present = any rornins, not too earlv,
CHLRCEIERS: The C.0. (in usuel 'rorninz after! hurour),
long suffering and ruch ralisned '4DJ,!

(Sizninz serething with his richt hend and turnin-: over
his left). "ihat ebout those six ren we'lve rot to cet to
this rorning on posting?" M"Lny transvort svailable?"

His stooge, the

sore papers with
the Railway Stati

C.O.

&DJ, "They left with the rail run, Sir, at 07,30 hours, taking the unexpired
portion of the day's rations, threo blankcts each, their forrs 434, R13,
L42 and sub=-forrs 57C; they have been kitted to senlc and certificd by the
Ee.Cy The rail ven 1111 1léeve thon et the Post Officc where o ration lorry
froo the CO,T,U., is to pick ther up rnd toke ther es for s the road to the
RoL.G, where I have arranved for thcr to be ret by I'sT. fror. the U,E,D.,
which.is teliing send bags te the Station ofter dropping sore distilled water
at your billet, Sir, an’ 'hich will get then there in good time for the
13,52 hours train, Sir,"

C.0. "Rizkt, Yow about swill-bins?"

&DJ, "Demencs have becn submittec, Sir, for bins, swill, threc, complcte with
covers, corruzated, !'eemvhilc thrcc barrels, hooped, wooden, are being lent
by Vessrs, ‘ictney, Conmbe, Reid end Corpeny," ‘

CeC. ' (Baffled arain, but full of ficht) "I sce, Wes any cction teken on thet.

order about the provision of rechincs, riineins, circuler, for cdotached units

of not less than sixtean men?®

ADJ, "No, Sir,"

C4Ce (Layine cown his pen and reising hi's cyes with sle and awful dcliberation

from his des’') Mihy not?" :

&DJ., "The ordcr about rachines, rineing, circuler, Sir, conteincd in Lir Force

Equiprent Order 1199 dated lst l'ey, 1941, was if you rercerber, Sir, cancelled
by Lir Force H.Q. lettcr S,.7799-2-

C.0., (turning pink enc teppin- his pencil) "Ryl Lot re sec the letter,®
LD

T

ve

(Produeing it fror behind his beck), heve it here, Sir,"

"o Cor-anding Officcr hes vet been known to 1ithstand
the shock of heving & letter fro which he has asked put in front of hir in less
then threc-querters of en hour after the tiic of as

: skin”, anc the curtain cores
down cs the C.C. -1is being plied with rcstorstives end cently led awey, babbling,

(Scenc twe, next months "THE REALITY")

HOW VANY "F's" co you think thére are in the

‘ followinz sentence? Count ther
and then turan the pazesfor the correct answer :

7?2 2222777 72772 777 172 22222227 2227277 22 7277777777 2227772777777%
The federal fuses sre the ultirete regulﬁs of scientific investigetions

~

fruit

~

v

- Db Pl -
- aad o of as Mty af o b &t ol b B B0 20
S

31 (SPSL-3¢) "2LX-RLF, deted 1st Ley, 1941.J
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: et NacGregor Dale Hieden Cpl. Clay - ’

THE § THICE IQH T WR.

(These Orfers of the Dey werc found ‘in a ree-ceptured 'Pill=box! in
Francc, vhich had criﬂinally been hcld by the Lllies)

P : , '.'cmq'T’No S I,

(1) This position will bec held en? the Scetion 7111 rerein here until
rclievcé.

(2) The encry cannot he ellowed to intérferc with this progrerrc,

(3) If the Scetien c‘nnot rcrain here rlive, it will rerein hcre dead
but in any case it will rorein herc,

(4) Should any ran through shcll-shoc! or such ceuse attempt to
surrender, he will stay here dead,

(5) Should all guns be blown out, thc Scetion 7ill usé I'ills Grenades
and other noveltics,

(6) Finally, the position as stated, will be hcld,

(Signb(‘.) F.2, BETEUL Au, it.
13/3/18. . 0.C. 'c.l Scétion,

"Figh o The answer referrcé to overleef, is, of coursc, SIX,

Did you count thu corrcctly?‘

1942 CHRISTMAS AND NE'T YEAR 1943

Thursday, December 24th - Christmas Eve:
20:00 hours - Carol Singing and Records by Victor Chapel Choir,

Friday, December 25th = Christmas Day:
10:30 hours - Holy Communion,

IF THERE IS A oUFFICIEI'T NUIBER REMAINING ON CALP ON CHRISTMAS DAY, THO
~OULD ENJOY INFORMAL CAROL SIKGING AND/OR RECORDS, ARRALGLIENTS TILL BE
MADC FOR THIS AT A SUITABLE TIME IN THE EVENING,

Sunday, December 27th = Sunday After Christmas:
There will not be any Services on the Camp this Sunday.
Sunday, January 3rd - New Year's Sunday:
10:00 hours = Holy Communion
11:00 hours - Half=-hour Morning Service
19:00 hours = Holy Communion,

|

ALL THESE TILL TAKE PLACE IN THE RECREATION HALL. EVERYONE TELCOME!
COLMUNICANTS OF ALL DENOMINATIONS ARE INVITED TO ATTEND HOLY COMMUNION

SERVICES.

e The Padre

Best Tishes from the Orderly Room and "Binding" Department

F/Lt, Summerhayes  GuA.C. Flower F/Sgt. Hind
Sgt. Patrick - L.A.C, Tellan Cpl. Leach

QW
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4 Since most of us are reduced to the common denominator of poverty at
this season, we can echo Ting Tim's "God bless us one and all", or, if you
prefer the more modern version, "May your white Christmas never turn to
tattle-tale gray", 'e extend that wish to all and sundry indiscriminately,

"le have some more specific New Year's wishes for various departments,
especially Maintenance., To ensure thenm a Happy New Year, we resolve to try
to be psychic supermen -- foreseeing every contingency, and forestalling .
every requisition, '

We wish for both Instructors and students that in the New Year the
speaking tubes we issue you will convey only sweet SOunds of harmony, and
vords of praise,

We wish the M, T Section dry p-.vement and good brakes.

Te wish Mr, Prouting many happy rides from town, e hope he will find
a buyer for his long-advertised bus-ticket so that he can balance his books
beforé the end of the present fiscal year,

Te wish the Messing Division many happy customers,

For Torks and Buildings our wishes are many == no fuses blown, no
faucets dripping, clean floors, fewer modificationa for the carpenter and

" more putty for the painter,

e wish the Link Trainer Section a Merry Christmas and, though we re=
commend to you the proverb, "Everything comes tc him who waits", our New
Year's wish for you is that a time limit be put on the waiting period,

May every patient at the Station Hospital be female with nothing more
serious than a mosquito bite, “

We ‘wish the Fire Section a happy and inactive year =-- may all alarms
be false,

Yle ourselves have unselfishly written a letter to Santa, Since we
have found No. 11 Equipment Depou and local wholesalers and retailers unable
to supply our demands,

Dear Santa: .

: Please bring the Maintenance boys £:~e new aircraft --
‘about 50 would do == the kind that fly without getting broken,
They have been good boys all year., It would be nice if these air-
craft were fixed up so thet they would take off, land and fly
without rmuch thought., This would help the pupils and instructors.
The Link Trainer people would like some instruments, They have not ™™
been very good but they will try harder next year, Little Bertie
only wants two things and he promises to take good care of them
when he gets them, He wants two parachutes, No.'s 9663 and 510098,
Mr. Tebster wants an electric train. He will be careful of it and
not let his little boy, Jimmie, play with it, Dear Santa, Mr, Law
really needs an alarm clock because his valet is going to retire
soon, Dear Santa, I hope you don't have to make a forced landing
before you get here, because if all these little boys and girls
have been good for nothing they will be sorry.

; e Yours truly,
3 CHARLIE HOPEFUL

Fenny Gough  D. R. Chalmers J, C, TEBSTER V. A. Gogo  Jean Edwards
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How Afout THE CHRARIOT

;
¢

There was a Timekeeper named Dave,
- Who delighted all "times" to save,

At his desk he would work

No duties he'd shirk

This over-worked Time Office slave.

% There was a young maiden named Olive,
Who "running totals" daily would give,
But the Gents of the Flight

Would say, "You're not rightl"

And meke her feel too blue to livel

X

, . The Time Office Staff
: extends sincere wishes to Gremlin readers
for a s e
o Very Merry Christmas
b and a

Prosperous
e

P

TimEs FoR % KnapavIY. |

There was a young lad named Denny,
Who cares and worries had many,
His public he'd serve

With much vim and verve

And time for his rest, hadn't anyl

There was a young lady named Thelma,
Whose R.45 holds U,T.'s in awe,
She'll be handed some line

When Instructor's see the time.

She's kept for December's flying, ahi

New Year
e
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THE WEST OF THE '80's -- by Mrs. E, Leach .

To many of you the word "D¢ Winton" means only desolation, for you
think this place is almost the end of the world, If you could travel ba
sone sixty or so years you might rightly think this was a long way from '
civilization, This country was devoted primarily to ranching, The name was
defived from one of the early ranchers, Sir Francis De Winton, The present
day stampedes ‘try to show to a certain extent the skill of the early ranch-
ing days when cowboys rode bucking bronchoes and were skilful with the
lariat, It was then a part of their very existence for saddle horses had to
be broken, Cattle and horses had to be rounded up and branded, A top cow=
puncher was a necessity on any ranch,

The big ranches soon gave way to the farming element and many of
the large lease lands and open ranges were settled by homesteaders, It was
a common saying that the Dominion Government mede a bet of One Hundred and
Sixty Acres of Land against Ten Dollars and three years' residence on the
land that the homesteader would starve to death, Very few starved but the
living was often pretty slim for there just wasn't any money in the country,
There was, however, plenty of initiative, courage and hard work with just
enough stick=to-it-iveness so that very few lost their bets,

Most of the pionéers of this immediate district came from the
County of Megantic in the Province of Quebec with a few adventurous, souls
from Merry 0ld England and Bonny Scotland to add a bit of spice to living,
They threw in their lot together, mingling work and play, fully determined
to make the best of cverything.

There weren't any roads in the Early Eighties, The prairie trails,
which were soon worn, were fine in dry weather, but when the rains came they
rapidly developed into a sea of mud, Crecks and rivers had to be forded and
many a . time the horses had to swim, Those of you who complain about being
. bounced around a bit in the bus should have travelled in the old days when
heavy work horses and the wagon were thé means'of transportation, Calgary
was the nearest town and at that time it was not much bigger than De Winton
is now, Trips there were more.or less a semi-annual affair, supplies being
brught to last six months or so, The farmer's wife had a rather lonesonme
time of it, for transportation was poor and there was always a lot of work
to be done, When sickness came, however, there was always time to help
each other, No one was ever too busy to take home the family washing or to
: : Wy bake a big batch of bread. The women had their quilting
bees, the men exchanged work at threshing time., Tuey
7 held their little country fairs which later grew 1nto
exhibitions.

Soon a school was needed and the
Davisburg School was built, It bears the
proud number of Seventy-nine, which means

ws  that it was the seventy-ninth school, not
e only in the Province of Alberta, but in the
"W % whole of the North-West Territories, of which
3 Alberta was then only a small part.

The next big enterprise was a Ohurch.




IHE WEST OF THE '80's (cont'd)

little white church on the hill, weather-beaten it is true, but where service
It was built away %ack in about 1889, all the money being

The work of hauling the lumber from Calgary was done
These early ploneers not
It was not a case

is still held,
donated by the settlers,
voluntarily and most of the labor was done locally,
only built the Church but they attended service regularly,
of someone going to'represent the fanily -=- oh, no, everyone went, rain or

Many of them sleep in the little cemetery behind the Church which they
Those of us who pass that way cannot but say in our hearts,

shine,

helped to build,

"Well done, good and faithful servants",

L)

In the good old days when a load of coal was required it did not come

to the door by truck,

Friend Farmer hitched his team to the sleigh and
travelled some thirty miles south-west to the Black Diamond Mine, which is in
Often he would -

the vicinity of the now world-famous Turner Valley 0il Fields,

have to wait a day or two to get a load of fuel and then had the long trek
.The coal was soft and dirty, but it created lots of heat in spih

home again,

of the soot that soon filled the stove pipes,

W

It was not until 1911 that the rural telephone was put through this

district,

Not many of us would like to be without it now,

This country is famous for its fine grain fields, some of the finest o

wheat in the world is grown right beside this airport,
are raiged, to say nothing of the Bacon for Britain,
sale with the exception of the wheat,

our European market,

Alberta has always been known for its sunshine and find bracing air,
When the Doninion Governmeht planned a chain of Air Training Schools it fit-
tingly chose a stretch of land in Alberta, from North to South, this No, 31
E. F, i, S, at De Winton being a part of the great scheme,
are inclined te feel sorry for yourselves because you are stationed here
please bear in mir“ vhat this country once was and how far it has advanced in

the, short space of sixty years,

To those two fine 0ld Timers, Mr, Willian Stewart and Mr, James }Jck.
Andrews, who have been here since the early eighties and whose land was pur-

chased for this Airport, we wish the best of everything,

To everyone on the Station we wish a very Happy Christmas and a
Victorious 1943, ;

Y]

T. A, Anderson
R. H, Ball
Fred Barker
Ed Bradshaw
San Brown

L, Bousquet .
E. Buttingsrud

Ed R, Carleton

George Carver
J. P, Cathro

G, W, Cuthbert

Martin Davis
Q. Dick

o) T INCQUES |

J.A,Ferguson
Gavin Fowler
A, Grant

Dc Ac Gmnt

. H.,Harmsworth

George Hall
T.S,Hamilton
Hazel Hewitt
Jack Hewitt .
C.M,Hornby
A.H.Holditch
Marjorie Hurst

. Fred Howard .

- E, W, Hopper

(v} . Ho Hayes

J. Hanson
C.,A.Hillestad
Tom Hollowell
We Je Hunt
Harry Jolly
J. Johnson
Jack Jamieson
R, Kelly
, Peter Kindt
A, Lamburt
Bill Lambert
‘Edward Lunn -
Effie Leach

~

Jack McKinnon
T. A. Mclean

Bert Matthews
W. E. Mooney
F., A, Milne
F.A.McCarthy
A, MacDonald
R. McEwen
Howard Norris
0. Oien

. R, Phillips

Y. Riley
Jock Reid
ToFoRObbm

Good horses and cattle
All of these find ready
When the war is won we will again have

Those of you who

F.Robinson
J.Robinson
W.R.Robinson
Kathe Reski
George Rudd =
A, Sargent .

- D, Stinson

WeJdo.Smith
W.Sutherland
G.Sutherland
R, Talbot

I, Uhrich
JeW,Matson

Bill White

® W"Ww WW -
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| 8/ldr, R, Z, Vatts Eve Gaul R. 7. Robertson
Denny Ross J immy Stubley P/0 7.7.Gunton Ruth Falconer Bob lopper

r N ‘
& J.i.S.Ferguson L,Ratner LIlaine Beamer Maddlyn Sutherland G. B. Rayner
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e extend to the following our sincere thanks and
great appreciation for their efforts in illustrat-
ing this issue of The Gremlin;

To !R. GORDON PAY!E =-- Cover Design

To L.AsC. DaVID 'RIGHT -- Various Illustrations

To MR, ART SHERRIFF -- Maintenance Department
; Illustrations and others,

“ithout this splendid co-operation supplied by the above, and by
many others who contributed time and labour, the goiag would
3 have been rough, indeed, So, thank you,

The following few lines, author unknown to us, P e g
might prove appropriate for New Year's Day: L e i

 Backward, turn backward,
Oh, time! in your flight -- : T PRI
Oh, please take me back :
To ei(;ht-thirty last night,

Give me the clear brain and eye I had t.hen, \ ;
Put back in my pocket that fifty again,;c‘)o
Replace the fair damsel I held on
my knee, \*‘8
And the pep, vim and vigor then
bubbling in me,
This morning 'I'm weak and my nerves
: are a fright =-
Oh, please take me back to eight~
thirty last night!

Beé
& Januagy 157
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